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B M 20 22 404 1% Jespersen 4| 3L light verb ( %2 37 ) 31X — A & PA 3k,
RYFERERT - NESRXRNER HTHROWER, BFHAT
AHTE, —KHEEHR, WEiEttake, have, give, WiEH “F".
LB T T & —RRAEFTHR, RAEBEFELANE
GRS HEBERRCHEHN TR AR EAEBME. L+ EF%K, BX
SEH BB EERERTXERR, BET TE K5,

i, ik, B EERZA TIGEHARTUTETK, BAE
W HEEE, X —BERAL A EAFARLE T, BHTXE
HREALTFRSINE, RENZERK. EREAXMNEE, X(BK
KEBXTHGRAENECELFARXNAE, 2AHEFWES,
EREX, ZEFT, AR T &8, EXE2T-FNERITE, R
AATHEAALEEENAEEZETN.

ENMARY, AN EAETERAER NN T E.

BE-ANFHEE, AN EERN AL RRBIZHATT 2EMR
B BHHAERNFEREABRER LTSN AKRORE (TR AL
B Ik ¥ 87 Chomsky#n # IE /& X V2 R B B B, ## KK % ChomskyZ & 7
—mBEHRE), EHEAEMBREADELANENELRAAE, HEZ
6]yt A KBk FAHEAT T @ty 047 o % — N B R Jespersenty 42 31 7
¥, HERARX-MENERAZAESE R, —ZHF K T Jespersenty
BARAFREBRHFERLRE PWFELHAEALD EHEE 17 E
b B4 & 4732 1 V3 35 F Grimshaw#FuMester, & 45 Fiib A ERFRNER
TR B4 T Jespersen i L B9 55 30 1A FuAE BL B9 B 20 R S5 A B B ARARAE, &
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B2, =235 TlJespersen2 o) W F Wt EAWE W, E-ABR
# Chomsky % 21 75 # . #Hif, Chomsky R 2ix — [ B ik %
BRI, ERFREA —MFH B 5 EEATT BRI,
i fx WL, BB % % T Larson By VP2 A 45 % . HalefrKeyser (4
PRHK )89 % 05 45 0 B B 3 18 6 % 313X — W B 893498, B T 18 B Chomsky
K B0 T AR B 0 A TR B BT B 45 5 3 B A SRR AE A, 45 B AL 20N
Larson VP % 7% 1B i, . HKEGLEMEEE LA FREL WL BILE, &
BTCMZEMERLEX R EANREETELE A EA T AR
BHWEL FEENTARATASL, — St RFRYGBHATA
BTH-FEERY &, ¥ ATRHFANEREE, ol b &L M
AEEXEMPBEER DT, FEWEHE L TR 2 HE %5 4
Mo ZRKBRAABBERTIERE, X —NE, kEAET5H
AR FE MR AERG A FAT R W E KA Fo I L EE S, H
THEEKE WM A, #5173t espersenty 1 5 17 % # #1Chomsky #y £
HIEER, ST EXEARBHAEBNER, ARB A BN, 2
Z, KEMBHFLBNENT R BELRUT RiFoHE, E—TH
RABL, HENFARTHEX B2 L EFRRER.
AEFEANFTEHNERIAAL, ERALHAED, ECAFERE
WEA L, XX EFSRAFAFNREAGNANEE AR T H—FFE,
WA KK, EHEEEEM TR b, 7457 RGEWE ST Ak
BohiE, BREEABMC, BARRET BT B AME 740405
REEI G TEM GG HTGENREREIE (WEEHEE) &
MHEFATRANLE, EEAONTTEEE, FHEE, HEZEE, EF
EEWEMRE, HARFEINELTREEEEHM £ RIS, ANE
MERGEARANLEVP EFCBEEEB LA HNER, TIAE—#%
FrAABRE VP B SEB L AHNER, EEAATENHEREH
WHAT Tk, EETRT W f A Bk, AL EHESE
SRAFBEHRNEHTE %, TURAZTEF AP EBM; B2
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BH RN REBA, TR EH A E XA RE B RT3
HEZTLSHE, €T LUEJespersenX W H B2 513, WA RFEF
“F X B (insignificant) & X X sh i, mEEd H
have, take, HiEWF MW T2 (suru, #) MXEPH “B4T. mpl”
%, &7 LR ChomskyR By = 5037 (@) HA& 3 (v) , ETLL
RETEGCRHAE., BHSAEXKEAER, wCAUSE. DO,
BECOME, BE% . AXMEFHHE MW R RABH#AT T ME, £ I
L, it 7 IXGE R A K F B,
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03 Abstract

The term of “light verb” is a complex concept so that its reference may be
not the same in different scholars' researches, it may refer to the Jespersenian
phonetically light verb, namely the insignificant or semantic bleaching verb in the
complex predicates,such as “ have” in “ have rest” in English, 3+ % (suru,

“do” ) in Japanese, “Jinxing” (go on), “Jiayi” (performand so on. It may also
refer to the Chomskyan light verb as the empty (P ) or abstract verb (v). Also, it
may refer to eventuality predicate with pure verbal meaning, such as CAUSE, DO,
BECOME and BE. This paper sequences the development courses of light verb
theory and discusses the relevant issues in Chinese.

The whole paper consists of six chapters. Besides Chapter One “introduction”
and Chapter Six “conclusion” , the main body of the paper consists of four chapters.

Chapter Two mainly elaborates the light verb concept origin, the main
theories in each of them and their development course. Firstly, the paper introduces
the earliest concept of the light verb proposed by Jespersen (1942) and then
summarizes its basic characteristics, which lays a foundation for the light verb
theory. Secondly, the paper introduces in the concept of light verb in Chomskyan
theory, which is based on the Larson's VP-shell hypothesis and simultaneously
absorbs HK’ s congiguartional approach to the event structures. Chomsky replaces
Larsonian empty verb with abstract light verb v, which he first thought to be
selected in lexicon and then regarded as syntactic entity and proposes all operations
apply in syntactic-syntax rather than lexical-syntax. Finally, the paper introduces
another concept of the light verb theory, namely, light verbs as eventuality
predicates proposed by James Huang (Huang Zhengde), which used to express the
eventuality nature with only functional pure meaning. The light verb may be either
non-phonetically like DO, BECOME and CAUSE, or phonetically like “shi (make),
gao/nong/zuo (do) and da (hit)”. When the light verb is non-phonetically, the main
verb should move to merge with it.

Chapter Three discusses the basic characteristics of the light verb as
eventuality predicates in Chinese and proposes that the light verb as eventuality
predicate has syntactic property. The intransitive verb may be transitivized by
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means of merge with light verb and then obtain some uses of inchoative-causative
alternation. Derived verbs are derived from nouns and the adjectives merged with
phonetically light verbs (like “da (hit)” ). The merge of main verb and the light
verb take place at different levels in the different languages. It is thought that the
merges in Chinese take place in the syntactic- syntax so that the Chinese verbs do
not have strict argument structures and consequently can merge with any light verbs.
In contrast, the merges in English operates in the lexical-syntax, and thus the
English verbs are formed strict argument structures.

Chapter Four discusses how the Daiti object (adverbial object, a typical
unconventional object in Chinese) construction derives and its construction
characteristics and the corresponding derival mechanics, and proposes a hypothesis
that the Daiti object construction results from the cyclic head to head movements in
multiple VP-shells rather than in single layer VP shell, which explains why
adverbial objects can provide new information than the corresponding conventional
object.

Chapter Five discusses the phonetically light verbs in Chinese, mainly on two
types: “jiayi” and “jinxing”, that is, the quasi-V-O verbs proposed by Zhu Dexi
(1982). This chapter indicates that, the phonetically light verbs, which are the spell-
out forms of the light verb as eventuality predicate, and non-phonetically light verbs
can equally trigger the head-to-head movement. Furthermore, the evolution of
phonetically light verbs in Chinese are diversity which involves both the
grammaticalization like “jiayi” by which the main verbs were gradually evolved
into affixical verbs and the conversional operation in which the main verbs like

“jinxin” are directly used as the light verbs in certain syntactical context.

Key word: Jespersenian light ver; Chomskyan light verb; light verb
as eventuality predicate; Hypothesis of cyclic head to head movements in
multiple VP shells; phonetically light verb
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1A (lexically empty verbs ), LeechHiSvartvik (1975/1994) V& {i 1B
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