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As one of the renowned historical and cultural
cities in China, Kunming is a hot tourist destina-
tion located near the southwest border of China. In
the ancient times, Kunming which connected
Sichuan, Yunnan, Tibet with Myanmar and India
was an important city on the South Silk Road; at
the same time, Kunming was the meeting point of
the world renowned Nanshao Culture, Tufan Cul-
ture, Dongba Culture, Islamic Culture and Central
Plains Culture.

The city is surrounded by mountains on three
sides, leaving one side facing Dianchi Lake. The
climate here is like spring all year round, with
flowers in blossom in every season. Thus the city
has been called “Spring City”. Kunming is known
for its rich tourist resources comprising beautiful
natural scenery, magnificent countryside views and
colourful folklore. There are more than 40 tourist
attractions in Kunming. Of these tourist attrac-
tions, Dianchi Lake, the wonder of Stone Forest,
folk customs of Sani nationality and the touching
story of a beautiful young lady Ashima are most

significant. Besides, the underground caves in Ji-
uxiang Tourist Resort, Yiliang is also worth men-
tioning. They are known for their close resem-
blance to these in the Karst Plateau of former Yu-
goslavia which have been put on the World Natural
Heritage List by UNESCO. Yunnan Ethnic Culture
Villages is situated by Dianchi Lake, covering an
area of 1380 mu(92 hectares), in which , tourists
can enjoy multi-cultures of different ethnic groups
in Yunnan, including folk customs, dwelling hous-
es, clothes, festivals, singing and dancing, reli-
gion, etc. It has been regarded as a must for
tourists. The Xishan Forest Park consists of several
tourist attractions, such as Taihua Temple, Huat-
ing Temple, Shengyan Temple etc. , giving a full
display of Taoism , Buddhism and Confucianism.



Opposite to the Xishan Forest Park is the Grand
View Mansion Park, which is known for its mag-
nificent long antithetical couplets of 180 words.
The Qiongzhu Temple, situated in the northwest
suburb of the city, is taken as an oriental sculpture
treasury, in which the 500 sculptures of arhats
show a delicate and superb style of art. Kunming
also boasts the largest existing bronze-temple on the
Fengming Mountain, and hot springs in Anning.

With the fast growth of tourism, the tourism
industry in kunming has expanded into a compre-
hensive industry system including travel services,
hotels, transportation, tourist commodities, cater-
ing and entertainment trades. A transportation net-
work woven by highway, railways and air routes
links the provincial capital kunming with other
cities. Communications in Kunming and even in
small cities and counties are very cenvenient.

The strategic target of the kunming city gov-
erment is to develop local tourism into a pillar in-
dustry, and build the city into an international
tourist city. If it is realized, kunming will have a
new look in the 21st century, and will become
known at home and abroad as a shining pearl inlaid
in Southwest China.
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The spectacular Stone Forest
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BEAUTIFUL SCENERY OF KUNMING
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Kunming is located in the middle of Yunnan -
Guizhou Plateau  (120°45’ east longitude, 25°02'

northern latitude) . The elevation of the city is 1891

14

metres above sea level. Kunming is surrounded on
three sides, leaving one side facing the Dianchi Lake
to its south. The Panlongjiang River, a tributary of
the Yangtze River, winds through the city. The magic
combination of various geographical factors makes
Kunming a“Spring City”and a“Flower Capital "without
bitter cold in winter and scalding heat in summer.
Richly endowed with the mild climate of eternal
spring, Kunming enjoys a picturesque scenery. Here
the high officials and dignitaries, Buddhist monks and
Taoist priests of the past dynasties built pavilions,
mansions, temples and palaces after careful inspec-
tion and selection. So places of historical interest
and scenic beauty characteristic of the culture in
southwest China can be found everywhere in and out-
side the city and around the Dianchi Lake. The
wonderful climate makes the scenery even more
beautiful .

The beauty of the ” Spring City” is beyond de-
scription. [Its unique charm is attracting more and
more tourists both at home and abroad.
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Dianchi Lake Located 10 kilometres from the

city proper, it is the sixth largest freshwater lake and
one of the national tourist resorts in China. Boating
on it with beautiful scenery in view will sure be an
enjoyment.
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