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Consequently, we work hard at the task of saving time. We produce a steady flow of
labor-saving devices; we communicate rapidly through faxes, phone calls or emails
rather than through personal contacts, which though pleasant, take longer — especially
given our traffic-filled streets. We, theretore, save most personal visiting for after-work
hours or for social weekend gathering.

Main Idea: We work hard at the task of saving time.
A % s B B R SRR ) R RE s IR TE Bk g o ] L 41 -

Despite the fact that cars from Germany and Japan are flooding the American
market, Ford, General Motors and Chrysler are hiring more workers than ever before.
The flood of cheaper foreign cars has not cost American auto workers their jobs as some
experts predicted, Ford operates as far as Asia, and General Motors is considered
Australia’s biggest employer. Yet GM has its huge American work force and hires
hundreds of people every day to meet the needs of an insatiable society.

Main Idea: Foreign cars haven’t made American auto workers lose their jobs as some
experts predicted.
Bk ERAE & e BRI B L 3 B B sl A IR S s BL g S H i, gl 4 -

If the wind becomes gusty after a period of calm, you should seek shelter. The sky
needs careful watching, too. Gradual darkening and “boiling” clouds should quicken
your pace. Lightning and thunder are common enough storm indicators, but few people
realize that the brightness of the lightning is not nearly as important as the number of
lightning flashes. The signs of an oncoming storm are many, and a person’s life may depend
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on his ability to interpret them,

Main Idea: A person’s life may depend on his ability to interpret the signs of an
oncoming storm.

f;&ﬁTEI’JI%]buiTF%fF AR 2 KA BRI A B Y £ . R IR BIR Bk
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I closed my books and began a letter to Fengyun, but couldn’t finish it. Sad, I
packed up my books and walked slowly back to my room. I knew my sadness came not
only from missing my family, but also from the frustration of being unable to learn.
People in Beijing must be thinking I was enjoying myself here in the richest country in
the world. Yet I was suffering, not because People in America were not accepting me,
but because they didn’t understand me and didn’t seem to care how I felt — and because
I didn’t understand them, either. After my three classes each day, I walked without any
aim around the grounds like a lost soul. I had no place to go.

Main Idea: I was suffering.

— Rk, A BRI ENA A A B SO E A R OO XA R AL, Bk R E
R L B 9% 32 /) (Topic Sentence) , B 5 B Bk i o0 AR, B BRI AR B R, BL
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One phase of the business cycle is the expansion phase. This phase is a two-fold one,

including recovery and prosperity. During the recovery period there is ever-growing
expansion of existing facilities and new facilities for production are created. More
businesses are created and older ones expanded. Improvements of various kinds are
made. There is an ever increasing optimism about the future of economic growth. Much
capital is invested in machinery or “heavy” industry. More labor is employed. More raw
materials are required. As one part of the economy develops, other parts are affected.
For example, a great expansion in automobiles results in an expansion of the steel, glass.,
and industries. Roads are required. Thus the cement and machinery industries are
stimulated. Demand for labor and materials results in greater prosperity for workers and
suppliers of raw materials, including farmers. This increases purchasing power and the
volume of goods bought and sold. Thus prosperity is diffused among the various portions
of the population. This prosperity period may continue to rise and rise without an
apparent end. However, a time comes when this phase reaches a peak and stop spiraling
upwards. This is the end of the expansion phase.

Question: The title below that best expresses the idea of this passage is
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A) The Business Cycle

B) An Expanding Society

C) Attaining Prosperity

D) The Period of Good Times
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My Two Brothers

No two people are exactly alike, and my two brothers, Nhan and Hung, are no
exception. When I think of them, I think of Rudyard Kipling’s words:

East is East

West is West

Never the twain shall meet.

Even though they have the same parents. their considerable differences in looks,
personality, and attitude toward life reflect the differences between Eastern and Western
cultures.

ARSI Sk 9 B fs — ), AT T LABH B e 7 14 32 ST Y 2 AR 20 ) R Lo FE AR A L M LA &%
X5 AT (AR BE = A T I EAT PR L IR 25 S A B LS A< 1 7 0 S AR s
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Kinds of Hotels

Hotels are found in every country and city of the world and even in communities
with few inhabitants. That’s why the hotel industry ranks high among the largest
worldwide industries. Today, the lodging industry offers many new alternatives for the
traveling public. Some properties offer luxury accommodations; others offer budget
accommodations; while still others accommodate the need of travelers to be away from
home. Whatever the reason. there are many different kinds of hotels and they can be
classified according to their size, facility, type, price. or service. Generally, we can
classify these hotels into three large groups based on location.,

There may be a few other general areas where hotels are located, such as along the
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interstate highways. but most of them are located near airports, in the downtown areas, and
in resort areas,
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In England recently three foreign
gentlemen approached a bus stop. They
studied the information on the sign attached
to the concrete post and decided which bus
to take. About five minutes later the bus
they wanted came along. They prepared to
board it. Suddenly there was a clamor'
behind them. People rushed onto the bus
and tried to push them out of the way.
Someone shouted insulting remarks about
foreigners. The bus conductor came rushing
down the stairs to see what all the trouble
was about. The three foreign gentlemen
looked puzzled and embarrassed. No one
had told them about the British custom of
queuing for a bus so that the first person
who arrived at a bus stop is the first person
to get on the bus.

Learning the language of a country isn’t

enough. If you want to ensure a pleasant
visit, find out as much as possible about the
manners and customs of your hosts. You
will probably be surprised just how different
they can be from your own. A visitor to
India would do well to remember that
people there consider it impolite to use the
left hand for passing food at table. The left
hand is supposed to be used for washing
yourself. Also in India, you might see a man
apparently shaking his head at another and
assume?’ that he is disagreeing. But in many
parts of India a rotating movement of the
head is a gesture that signifies agreement or
acceptance. Nodding your head when
offered a drink in Bulgaria is likely to leave
you thirsty. In that country you shake your
head to signify “yes” — a nod indicates
“no”. Arabs are known for their sumptuous’
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hospitality. At a meal in countries on the
Arabian Peninsula, you will find that any
drinking vessel is repeatedly refilled as soon
as you drain* it. The way to indicate that
you have had enough is to take the cup or
glass in your hand and give it a little shake
from side to side or place your hand over the
top.

In Europe it is quite usual to cross your

{Types: 221 Word length: 4. 36 letters

legs when sitting talking to someone even at
an important meeting. Doing this when
meeting an important person in Thailand,
however, could cause offence®. It is
considered too informal an attitude for such
an occasion. Also when in Thailand, avoid
touching the head of an adult — it’s just not
done.

(407 words)

Sentence length: 17. 09 words)

Reading time 2°00 | 2715 | 2°30 | 245 | 3700 | 315 | 3’30 | 3745 | 4°00 | 4’15 | 4730
Reading speed (w/m) 204 181 163 148 136 125 116 109 102 96 90
Comprehension rate 0 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

S=[" comprehension Exercise

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the following questions,

1. Three foreign gentlemen looked puzzled and embarrassed because they

A) did not have the tickets
C) kept their manners in mind

2. In India, people there use the left hand for

A) shaking hands with a stranger
C) cleaning their houses

B) did not know the local custom
D) paid close attention to their manners

B) passing the food on the table

D) washing themselves

3. All the following statements are not true except
A) In Bulgaria, you are likely to be left thirsty if you nod when offered a drink
B) In Bulgaria, nodding one’s head is a sign of agreement or acceptance

C) Your Arabic host won’t refill your drinking vessel if you don’t insist

D) In countries on the Arabian Peninsula you must shake your head to signify “yes”

4. Crossing your legs while sitting when meeting an important person is too informal and

could cause offence in
A) England
C) Europe

B) Thailand
D) Bulgaria

5. If you wish to ensure a pleasant visit to a foreign country, you should

A) master the language of that country

B) speak less and watch more before you have full confidence



