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Abstract

The tradition of esteeming Confucius and reading Classics had
existed nearly 2000 years in China. Because it was not only the
required course for ancient scholars to pursue the scholarly honor and
official rank but also the means of feudal governors to direct the
public feeling; reunite the social power and establish the legal
domination around the country as well, it played an important role
in Chinese politics, thought, history of education. There are many
academic studies on situation of esteeming Confucius and reading
Classics during Yuan Shikai regime, but few studies concern such
topic of Hunan especially during 30s of 20th century. Based on the
materials of Hunan archives and many counties archives as well as
achievements of scholarly circles involved, the article tried to make a
detailed exposition of the movement of esteeming Confucius and
reading Classics in Hunan during 30s of 20th century. The article
has five chapters:

Chapter one mainly expounds some important movement of
esteeming Confucius and reading Classics from 1928 to 1937 in
Hunan. Such movement in Hunan before 1934 mainly existed in
non-government organization, He Jian supported this kind of
movement and took part in many Offering Sacrifices to Confucius

presided by such kind of organization vigorously and tried to control
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it. After 1934, as Nanjing Government promoted esteeming
Confucius publicly, great offering  Sacrifices and Birthday
Anniversary of Confucius took place both in Qufu and Nanjing.
These kinds of activities promoted the climax of the same movement
in Hunan. The development of offering Sacrifices and esteeming
Confucius made people of Hunan more conservative. He Jian felt
offering Sacrifices to Confucius was not enough so he put forward
the suggestion of reading classics of Confucius, thus a variety of
advocations of reading classics of Confucius emerged.

Chapter two elaborates the purposes and measures of the
Reading Classics Movement carrying out by He Jian and analyses the
source of his thought as well as the social foundation of such
Movement. Used the legal and political theory of Jean — Marc
Coicard and Jurgen Habermas, the article shows that He Jian’s
purpose of practicing the Reading Classics Movement was to bring
people’s thoughts into the scope of Confucius school and reunite the
social power as well as construct the legal basis of governing Hunan
province. He Jian advocated reading Classics from the primary
school and adopted some methods to promote such Movement
throughout Hunan. There were two reasons for He Jian’s advocacy,
the first reason was He Jian was influenced by Huxiang Conservative
Ideology; the second reason was the advocations made by Chiang
kaishek during the 30s of 20th century. Also, he was affected by
Zhengyuan and squires of Hunan. The squires of Hunan was the
main force to depend and they formed the social foundation of the
Reading Classics Movement.

Chapter three expounds the activities of reading Classics held by
Chuanshan Scholarly Group, Hunan Imperial College and Confucius
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School shows the failure of Reading Classics Movement. Chuanshan
Scholarly Group, Hunan Imperial College and Confucius School was
the major place of advocacy of Reading Classics Movement, these
groups took many activities such as published periodicals, enrolled
students, solicited articles during spring and autumn and gave
examinations of Classics. But in the late 1935, as there were few
students as well as articles appeared, these activities finally came to
the end. In the Sth Central Meeting of Kuomintang, He Jian put
forward the proposal of reading Classics but was criticized by Hu
Shi. At the same time, Anti— Japanese war broke out and He Jian
was transferred out of Hunan, thus the activity of reading Classics in
Hunan finished.

Chapter four relates the contradiction between He Jian’s
advocacy of reading Classics of Confucius and the actual educational
condition in Hunan province. It begins with analysis of the influence
of Huxiang Culture and the modern educational reform in Hunan on
the advocacy of reading Classics. In late 19th century, learning
western science and technology became the main thought of
governing country and reforming sprang up in Hunan. Reading
Classics gave impetus to the modern educational reform. During the
period of the Republic of China, changes toward the establishing of
modern education had begun not only in educational conception but
teaching content, methods, as well as the structure of teaching
staff. This posed an insurmountable barrier to He Jian’s advocacy of
reading Classics at schools. Then the present writer makes a case
study of Hunan University and Hunan No. 1 Normal School to
illustrate that He Jian’s proposal, instead of receiving any support

from institution of higher learning in Hunan, underwent fierce
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attack from most teachers at Hunan No.1 Normal School. Next,
this writer analyzes why the proposal cannot be carried out at
elementary and middle schools. Firstly, it was because most
- schoolmasters and teachers of China didn’t give their assent. Nor
were students interested. Secondly, on the basis of adequate
historical facts to make a contrastive analysis of the advanced
education in Changsha and the relatively backward teaching staff in
Yuanling, the implementation of proposal was constrained by the
educational background and knowledge structure of elementary and
middle schools teachers. Thirdly, modern educational conception
which had deeply rooted in people’s mind and which had been
implemented in daily teaching, prevented the implementation of
reading Confucius’s Classics in elementary and middle schools as an
effective force. At last, the writer gives an analysis of the restriction
of the proposal from the reform of old-style private schools in
Hunan. Up to the 1930s, the classics were still taught at old-style
private schools. In an effort to transform them to modern schools
effectively, the classics were expelled out of the platform at the old
style private schools. As a result, He Jian’s advocacy of reading
Classics lost an important front. _ '
The fifth chapter focuses on the conflict between He Jian and
head office KMT of Hunan province, the world of education, local
army and all walks of living in Hunan province on the problem of
reading Classics. He Jian was in dramatic conflict with head office
KMT of Hunan for the sake of the power of the party and
education. The party and the government are in disharmony. They
were out of step in many important aspects. Not only did head office

KMT of Hunan give no support to He Jian’s advocating, but also
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they gave a free hand to the inferior office of the party to attack his
advocating and so the popularization of his advocating was
restrained. He Jian demanded all schools read Classic and also forced
the bureau of education to carry it out, which was both in conflict
with the discipline of education of the faculty in the bureau which
was lead by Zhu Jingnong and the policy of education executed by
the central government. The education bureau agreed his advocation
in public but opposed in private and it only carried out the education
policy of the central government seriously. It went all out to put all
schools in orders, and tried its best to restrain the phenomenon of
reading Classics, through which it successfully controlled the speed
of reading Classics among all primary and secondary schools in
Hunan provinces. The army was the base of the government of He
Jian in Hunan province. On the one hand, He Jian’s policy was held
up by the education of the local army official, on the other hand, the
suppress of the Communist Party by force was in conflict with the
rejection of the Communist Party through the popularization of
reading Classics. At same time, superior officials such as Liu Jianxu
did not believe Hejang’s policy. All these together lead to the failure
of the popularization of reading Classics in the army. What’s more it
was at a time when all walks of living in Hunan province started
dramatically the anti — Japanese campaign at the crisis point of the
whole nation. They not only paid no attention to He Jian’s
provocation but also stained and criticized him. He Jian’s attempt to
vogue reading Classics was resisted.

The thesis puts its emphasis on the exploration of the conflict
between the situation of esteem of the Confucius and reading Classics

and the social reality at that time, so the reason why this Movement



