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Abstract

The trend of globalization is making an integrated world out of a
relatively scattered one, while bringing about conflicts and communica-
tions between cultures. And a culture has to,on the one hand,prove its
universal significance in its own region; on the other hand, reflect its
significance in global surroundings. The universality of a certain culture
is made salient from the conflicts, communications and comparison with
other cultures. The trend of globalization calls for a complete aesthetic
system recognized universally. And it has thus become the historic mis-
sion for comparative aesthetics to promote the understanding and coexis-
tence between cuitures in a globalizing world. Most of studies of com-
parative aesthetics in China are based on comparisons between the east
and the west, which is due to the long history of comparison of this kind
_and a relatively lower position of modern Chinese culture. Under such
circumstance,a comparative study between Friedrich Schiller in Germa-
ny and CAI Yuanpei in China has become a necessity. The sense of a na-
tional crisis and survival was the premise of the May Fourth Movement.
In an era when modern education and social alienation are gaining mo-
mentum, the comparative study between the aesthetic thoughts of
Friedrich Schiller and CAI Yuanpei became imperative. There is also
feasibility in this study because,being great educators in the eastern and

western history, both Friedrich Schiller and CAI Yuanpei share some
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similarities in the background, statues, approaches and outcomes in aes-
thetic education. This dissertation gives a detailed exposition on these
four aspects and the practical significance of the study.

Friedrich Schiller lived in Germany of the late 18th century with a
backward political and economical background yet a thriving culture.
The failure of the Sturm und Drang campaign for lack of public support,
the outbreak of Bourgeois revolution in France followed by a dictator-
ship Jacobins brought both hope and disappointment to Friedrich Schill-
er. He turned to Kant’s Philosophy in despair,in the hope of find an i-
deal state form. He adhered to the notions that only by aesthetic means
can political problems be solved and aesthetics leads people to liberty.
CAI Yuanpei, however, was brought up in a Confucianism environment
in China of the late 19th century and earlier 20th century. He had a pro-
found knowledge of the Chinese classic literature of “Four Books and
Five Classics” and wrote in the typical style popular in Qing Dynasty
which has a settled mode of eight parts. He followed the way of the
Feudal ruling class and ranked as high as Tung Kat. He recognized the
corruption of Qing government after the failure of the Sino— Japanese
War of 1894—1895 and the following Reform Movement of 1898, which
urged him to the attempt of rescuing the nation through revolution and
education, He had been studying in Germany for five years, when he
studied the western aesthetics. He took over educational ministry of the
Republic of China after returning to China and proposed the educational
notion of “replacing religion with aesthetic education” in response to
such popular thoughts of “loyalty to the emperor”, “respect to Confu-
cianism” and “rescuing the nation by religious means”. Though the

background of the aesthetic thoughts of Friedrich Schiller and CAI



Yuanpei differ significantly from each other, their thoughts share a lot in
common in that they both received great influences from Kant’s Philos-
ophy Aesthetics, both closely related to religious anthropology and both
featured modernism,

The times they lived in demanded feasible solutions to the problems
facing their countries. They, however, both turned to educational and
aesthetic means instead of political ones. Friedrich Schiller’s education-
al thoughts were originated from a thinker in the enlightenment move-
ment,Jean Jacques Rousseau’s naturalism,combined with the vision and
approaches of Kant’s Philosophy. Friedrich Schiller believed the nature
of education lies in its function of leading people to liberty. Also,the ed-
ucation played an important role in CAl Yuanpei’s thoughts. He real-
ized from the suffering of the nation and his personal experience that en-
lightenmeht and cultivation of personnel shall be given priority to in res-
cuing the nation. For that,he put forward the idea of “rescuing the na-
tion by education”, advocating that education should be independent of
political parties and churches. To this end, he proposed such ideas as
implementing the “university” system and education autonomy and ex-
tracting education tax to act as the financing of the education system.
Schiller, for the first time in history,advocated the concept of “aesthetic
education” and put it at the core of the educational system. He believed
that nature was the first creator of human beings,and aesthetics the sec-
ond. He also believed that the aesthetic judgment process to be an indef-
initely free one which relives human beings from certain restraints and
enabled them to overcome certain alienations, Human beings regained
their completeness in the aesthetic judgment process. The free mind of

aesthetic education and the prescribility of aesthetic judgment were basis
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of the other functions of aesthetic education,the functions of moral edu-
cation and cognition in particular. In CAI Yuanpei’s education thoughts,
aesthetic education plays the roles of “molding emotions” by adding de-
light to human life and fostering virtues. Together with P. E, intelli-
gence education and moral education,aesthetic education enabled the re-
alization of “characteristics completeness”. The similarities between
thoughts of Schiller and CAI Yuanpei lie in that they are both aimed at
moral education by means of aesthetic education. And their differences
lie in that Schiller attached more importance to the purification of spirit
while CAI Yuanpei to moral corrections.

The similarities and differences of the status of aesthetic education
in society determine that there must be similarities and distinctions be-
tween the aesthetic educz;tion methodology approaches of Schiller and
that of CAI Yuanpei. Beginning with freedom of humanity,Schiller re—
harmonized the divisive humanity to its nature of freedom and perfection
by art at the first. His second step was to make a perfection to be an al-
mighty God. Karl von Moor in DIE RAUBER is the very represeﬁtative
who changed {from a perfect man to an almighty God. As far as the aes-
thetic education methodology was concerned, CAI Yuanpei had construc-
ted his own theory, bringing forward a concrete systematic practical
plan,such as lifelong aesthetic education.civil aesthetic education. The
practice of aesthetic education begins with individual education and its .
final aim is to be established in society for the purpose of enhancing the
whole national spiritual civilization., Family aesthetic education, school
aesthetic education and social aesthetic education are the three indispen-
sable methods of CAI Yuanpei’s practice of aesthetic education. The

similarity of Schiller’s method and CAI Yuanpei’s lies on that they both




use Kantian aesthetic thought for reference. Both of their thoughts on
aesthetic education have branded Kantian on their thinking construction
and methods. The two steps of Schiller’s aesthetic education method
present vividly two Kantian aesthetic propositions: one is that Beauty is
the form of finality in an object,so far as perceived in it apart from the
representation of an end; the other one is Beauty is a symbol of morali-
ty. In terms of this point, CAI Yuanpei had done the similar job as
Schiller. However,the differences on aesthetic education methods exist-
ing between Schiller and CAI Yuanpei lie in the following point: Schill-
er’s methods aimed at making people be a free man,then be an aesthetic
man,in other words, Schiller’ s methods is for realizing people’s free-
dom; while CAI Yuanpei’s methods are intent on make people be an
ethical man then be an aesthetic man, in other words, CAl Yuanpei’s
methods is for molding people’s ethical morality and serving for person-
ality.

The similarities and differences between aesthetic educations neces-
sarily bring about similarities and differences in educational results. The
results of aesthetic education include theoretic results and practical
ones. The ideal outcome of Schiller’s aesthetic education is to degrade
to ancient Greek, The initial outcome of Schiller’s theory is to create
perfect men, while its final ending is to create deiform man. Compared
with Schiller’s,CAl Yuanpei’s ideal result is to cultivate sound person-
ality. Therefore,the similarities of aesthetic education result of the two
theorists coincidently point at the harmony and integrity of personality.
However,the two theorists had naturally distinct opinions on the under-
standing and the definition of intact man. Schiller’s pursuit for intact

man is to explore the liberation of humanity, while CAI Yuanpei’s pur-
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