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3 A country must learn from the past to grow and prosper. For centuries,
people have looked back at the history of Egypt and learned important lessons
for today. They explore the land in northern Africa where Egypt began.

They find evidence of an advanced civilization.
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* The Great Sphinx at Giza
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 The pyramids
were royal tombs.
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A royal cemetery
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- Modern-day Luxor
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King Tutankhamun's tomb
is very famous.
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The Nile is the longest river in the world.
The early Egyptians were the first people
to live along its banks. At first, they were
food gatherers who did not stay in one place. URIES ,
Then, they saw how important the river was 'Egypt had a written language, |
to their way of life. So, they began to settle ~and some people could read
down. and write. Those people were

i s . called scribes. They kept
During their 5,000 years of history, . . olttaRseartd sodes

they learned to use the land wisely. They e pictures and codes were
perfected their arts and crafts and had a gift  discovered in modern times.
for building. Those who came after them  Theyare called hieroglyphics.
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Keeping Records

ancient Egyptians. # “HE” A AE S iR
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4 An Egyptian scribe
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The Ear[y P eriocl . H]

Around 5,000 B.c., nomads began to make their homes along the Nile River
in northern Africa. Nomads were normally wandering people. But, people felt
safer if there were other people living near them. Their villages grew into small
kingdoms. Several kingdoms ruled different parts of the river.

Each year, beginning in June, the Nile River flooded. The flooding lasted
about four months. It spread wet, new soil all along the river. In most places, this
wet soil stretched for about six miles (about 10 km) on either side of the river.

Grasses and reeds sprang up in the wet soil. Ducks and geese came to feed
on the grasses. They built nests and laid eggs. Fish swam in the shallow water
at the edge of the Nile. The settlers found plenty of food and good fortune in
the Nile River Valley.
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Upside-Down Map
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. : It may seem strange to us
The lands near where the Nile River today, but Lower Egypt was
started were called Upper Egypt. The to the north. This was nearer
lands where the river emptied into the to the Mediterranean Sea.

Upper Egypt was to the south

Mediterranean Sea were called Lower Wacausdit wit stihb Yokl

Egypt. of the Nile River. 4% /2 #A1]
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A Kingdom United
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In about 3100 .c., there
was a king of Upper Egypt
named Menes. His kingdom
was in the south, where the
river valley was very narrow.
Menes knew there was more
good land to the north.
He wanted to join the two
Egypts into one. He sent his
army against the people of
Lower Egypt. He united the
two Egypts and become the
first pharaoh. £ 7THT X 24
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<« This carving shows the double crown of

Egypt. It was by the ph
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Menes was followed by other pharaohs who were good leaders. Egypt
was strong. The people lived well and peacefully.

After living for many years in reed huts, some settlers began to replace
them with brick buildings. The brick was made from blocks of mixed mud
and reeds. Brick houses were stronger and more comfortable. Soon after,
the Egyptians began to build tombs called mastabas. This is where they
buried important leaders. Mastabas were big tombs with flat tops. Inside
were burial chambers and storage rooms filled with goods.

After a time, a very smart man was born. His name was Imhotep. He
was probably the first person to find a way to build with stone. Around _,
2630 B.c., Imhotep created plans for the first pyramid to be built in 8
Egypt. It was called a step pyramid. It was built to be the tomb of
King Djoser. The people went there to worship the spirit of
the dead king. :

This is a step pyramid. p
XE—EHEEFE,
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An Unfortunate Theft |
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The mummy of King Djoser
was buried under the pyramid
Imhotep designed for him.
There were six layers of rock
over the body. Somehow,
robbers broke.into the
pyramid. It was later found
empty. A& T #) K7 FH%EE
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The Great Sphinx
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The Great Sphinx was built
near the Pyramids at Giza. The
Egyptians worshiped it as a
sun god. The huge figure is
almost as long as a football
field. Its tallest parts are like a
six-story building. The whole
Sphinx.is carved from one
piece of limestone. Visitors
to Egypt today never forget
the Great Sphinx and the
Pyramids at Giza. #7355 3]
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The Egyptians developed a system of numbers. They had a symbol for
one and ten. They did not use the numbers two through nine. The number 25
was written in symbolsas 10+ 10+ 1+1+1+1 +1.

These ancient people could multiply and divide whole numbers. They
also knew how to work with fractions. They invented a system of fractions
including ', /4, and ’/m Later, they learned to use more difficult fractions,
like %4 and 7/10.

~ When the Nile River ﬁooded each year, it washed away land boundaries.
To solve this problem, the Egyptians developed a way of measuring their land
by surveying it.
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4 Building pyramids was hard work.
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Measuring accurately was also important ~ No Zero #&#& “&” {
for building monuments. To build a pyramid, Although the Egyptians had 5
huge blocks of rock had to be cut very carefully ~ many symbols to help them |

so they would fit together exactly. ;Vg ;‘;ré'tr\}vr;uggir;’l;?;ﬁg?:e

During the 500-year period called the Old  today how hard it was to
Kingdom, the Egyptians were very busy. They = multiply and divide without
finished more than 20 important pyramids. tiatimportant placeholder. £
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To do this properly, they had to know about #4745z, =22 %A 4
weight and volume. Written records show 7 “#&° ##%5. fm/%‘ R R
they also knew algebra and geometry. o ﬁ;;;? P, %‘ﬁ%;iﬁﬁé;
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ToER, NTRT203 EERETFEGEE,  There were Egyptian
ATHHTRXEIR, WALRLEXTEEM  astronomers. They studied the |
AR fniR, LFILEREFHAIE LGSR F AL planets and stars, even though §

e they did not have telescopes.
FIFZ BRI As the skies changed with the
, SR o SR ORI seasons, these men developed
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1722, R L ,' - As apart and the string stretched
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fﬁ% RER The Egyptians had many gods. Some of them
==\~ UU frightened people into being careful about how they
1 ﬁr“[‘f""; acted. It was the priests who taught pe.op.le about Fhe
2 == 5 gods. Ordinary people were not allowed inside Egyptian
Wi 5 Wil temples.

‘:«&3 A 8§ The moon god, Thoth, was believed to rule over all
= 2 | . learning. Egyptians respected him for his control over

i

- numbers, weights, and measures. They also thought he
. )| could heal, and that he guided the work of doctors.

”,l:‘ ) | Re was the sun god. He was worshipped as the
A\ T=  “father of fathers” and the “mother of mothers.” The
‘ Egyptians believed that each pharaoh was a child of
Nl Re.
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Yol 2\Sa | Amun was the name of the Egyptians’ most
— 7Y ==  important god. He was also called Amun-Re. That
&q g . means “Aﬁmbun of the Sun.l’z’ His main place of worship
BTy =~  was at Thebes in Upper Egypt.
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4 Obelisks like this one tell the stories of the
pharaohs’ lives.
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4 This is a carving of Amun and Thoth.
X2 — X F R FEFHIREZ .

Thoth #4%

Many paintings and carvings
of Thoth have been found.
He is portrayed as a bird. The
Egyptians had libraries like we
do today. They believed that
Thoth took care of them. Afi1
BINT X% A REHN % BB
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BEMNAR— LA BHLE,
Hefialz E4s A & X ﬁblﬂ +

LB o

Paintings of Amun
ESEE 43
[ The god Amun is painted with
a human form. His headdress
has two large feathers on top.
In temples at Thebes, he is
shown with his wife Mut. F14 §
AP A 2 B AT o iy
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The God Re Today
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In paintings, Re is shownin . ¢
human form. Usually, he has
he head of a falcon. He is ¢
often shown carryingasun ¢
. disk as his symbol. E*’a‘u ™,
" pAb b BAAMIY . BE,
%%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ%mhﬁ??m%
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4 This temple was in Thebes. Today, Thebes is called Luxor.
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