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Elijah Cobb, a New York-
based photographer, was
born in 1950. Though he
makes his living as a commer-
cial photographer, Cobb has
so arranged his life that he

three months each year in the
mountains in Wyoming, to
work on his own projects--
“death nature”. His intimate
studies composition in
nature have aroused the in-

terest of the art world.

able to spend approximately

ijah Cobb EFIIL - F{8
g 1—3. Untitled, 1989~1990 7 1989~
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ODE

Thou on whose stream, mid the steep sky’s commotion.
Loose clouds like earth’s decaying leaves are shed.
Shook from the tangled boughs of Heaven and Ocean,

Angels of rain and lightning : there are spread
On the blue surface of thine airy surge,
Like the bright hair uplifted from the head

Of some fierce Maenad, even from the dim verge
Of the horizon to the zenith’s height
The locks of the approaching storm. Thou dirge

Of the dying year, to which this closing night
Will be the dome of a vast sepulcher,
Vaulted with all thy congregated might

Of vapors, from whose solid atmosphere
Black rain, and fire and hail will burst .0 ,hear !
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adison County, lowa.

Brother and sister

Carolyn and Michael

Johnson are puzzled

by their deceased

mother Francesca’ s,

strange request to be cremated

and have her ashes sprinkied

from the Roseman Bridge near-
by, instead of being buried
next to her dead husband,
Richard. Instructions lead them

to her notebooks, and they

learn the story of what hap-
pened to her back in 1965«

1965. Francesca sees off

Carolyn and Michael, then in
their teens, and her husband,

Richard, as they leave for the

v
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State Fair. Soon after their de-
parture, o photographer named
Robert Kincaid, on an assign-
ment for National Geographic to
photograph the bridges of Madi-
son County, pulls up in his truck
and asks for directions to the
Roseman Bridge. They falls in
love almost at the first sight.
Francesca shows him the way
and ‘ invites him back to her
house for dinner. She invites
him back again the next night,
they dance in the kitchen, and
soon retire for a passionate
night of lovemaking. Robert
asks Francesca to run away
with him. However, Francesca
refuses to leave, knowing that



the scandal would ruin her fam-
ily’s life and leave her eventu-
ally feeling embittered. Robert
understands and leaves her on
the fourth day of their time to-
gether, before her family re-
turns home.

Over the years, Francesca
takes out a subscription to Na-
tional Geographic, receives a
love letter from Robert, and
thinks of him always. When
Richard finally dies and the
children are grown, she tries to
contact Robert, only to find that
he died some years ago and
left everything to her. His
lawyers send her his personal
effects, including a book of
photographs he made entitled
Four Days which is dedicated to
“F”. The lawyer’s
plains that he had himself cre-
mated and the ashes sprinkled
from the Roseman Bridge««---

After reading the note-
books, Michael and Carolyn go
to the Roseman Bridge and

letier ex- -

sprinkie
Francesca’s
ashes ~ into. the
wind... .
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; A man hit by an automobile in Florida of the
United States was given a number of
blood transfusions in a hospital. Some

time thereafter he was found to have AIDS. The

man therefore filed a petition for a court order a-

gainst the blood bank that had furnished the

blood to the hospital. He demanded the names
and addresses of all the biood donors so that he
could determine if any of them had AIDS. By do-
ing this, he hoped to prove that he had been in-
fected with AIDS as the restit of one of the
transfusions in the hospital.

The man’s petition was rejected by the
court because it had interfered the privacy of the
blood donors. According to the court’s deci-
sion, the right of privacy for donors of blood enti-
tles them to have their identity kept confidential.
If their identities were made known, there was
the great danger that each donor would be sub-
jected to discrimination. From a general social
point of view, the donation of blood by others
would be discouraged if a donor would run the
risk of such publicity. Any interference with the
privacy of donors of blood would be Harmful to
the general welfare and therefore was to be
avoided.

Right of privacy is only one of the personal

S ey i me e e e

rights. Laws were first developed to protect
the individual from being injured or killed
and to protect the individual’s property
from being damaged. Over the course of
time, the protection of personal rights has
broadened to include protection of reputa-
tion, privacy and economic interests.
American laws regard it as an offense
to knowingly injure, intimidate, or interfere
with anyone exercising a basic civil right
(such as voting). Interference with atten-
dance in a public school or college, partici-
pation in any governmental program, or the
use of any public facility (common carrier,
hotel, or restaurant) is prohibited when
based on race, color, religion, or national
origin discrimination. Laws also prohibit dis-
crimination in employment, in furnishing ho-
tel accommodations and transportation, and
in commercial transactions: in the sale of
property. Since membership in a profession-
al association, labor union, or business
group has economic importance to its mem-
bers, an applicant can no longer be exclud-
ed arbitrarily from the membership, or be

and an opportunity to be heard.
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Dear readers, let me introduce the three venerable “Pandas” who are well known in Bei-
- jing’s English language circle. They got this humorous nickname soon after they had come back
to China from England one after another in the early fifties, for they are brothers and sister of a
family by the name of Xiong, which means: panda or bear. Needless to say, they all prefer
. beloved “Panda” to clumsy “Bear”, so this pet name has stuck to them to this very day, when
. they are respectively seventy-one, seventy and sixty-nine years of age.

The eldest Panda is Prof. D. L. Xiong, called “Old Sister” by her brothers since their child-
hood. Her pen name is simply: Deh Lan. She has been tfoining translators and interpretets for
' nearly half a century, and has written over a score of English textbooks by now; the newly pub-
lished ones are a series of (& = St B % E ). Since her retirement twelve years ago, she has been
writing Chinese novels for a change, including a successful trilogy named ¢35\ |3 A ).

The second Panda is her brother D. W. Xiong, who served in the Chinese People’s Volunteers
. during the Korean War, and was awarded quite a number of medals for his brilliant work that had
something to do with English. After that he taught English at a military college for many years.
Then he became a language polisher for the English newspaper China Daily. When he retired, he
began to do all kinds of translation at leisure, including turning his sister’s Chinese novels into
English. (See Page 35)

| The youngest Panda is old Prof. D. N. Xiong of Beijing Foreign Studies University, where he
 has been teaching since he was a young man. In those old days his colleagues used to call him
“Little Panda”, and his students called him “Small Teacher”, for he was not only young in age,
but also small in size. Since then he has been the language polisher of countless English text-
books, and he is the only English language consultant of the revised edition of the huge Chinese-
English Dictionary, as well as the language polisher of this magazine.

You might well ask:how is it that all the three Pandas have become authorities of English?
The answer is simple:they have two “mother tongues”--Chinese and English. Their father, S. I.
Xiong, was a famous Chinese playwright in the west. Just before the Second World War, he took
his three children to England, where they went to school and later to Oxford University. Since
their return to the land they belong to,! all of them have been doing their best® in China’s English
language field for over four decades.

With the passing years, the three patriotic Little Pandas of yesterday have gradually become
the three respected Old Pandas of today.

Chief Editor
B

English Salon #i%5 % January 1996 « 7
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oxcsxa0 NONVERBAL  COMMUNICATION:
FACIAL EXPRESSIVENESS

ke,

.Do you often judge one’s personality through
his/her facial expressions? 4R ¥ ¥ B L F A ¢ K35
Atk R F) WA (36D 89 A G 2

@ 1f a stranger smiles at you on a street, would
you smile back or would you feel puzzled?+o ¥ i
B LA 1 A ASHER L AR K K D2k K B
T#LED

Facial expressions carry meaning that is de-
termined by situations and relationships. For in-
stance, in American cuiture the smile is typically
an expression of pleasure. Yet it also has other
functions., A smile may show affection, convey
politeness, or disguise true feelings. It is also a
source of confusion across cultures. For example,
many people in Russia consider smiling at
strangers in public to be unusual and even suspi-
cious behaviour, Yet many Americans smile freely
at strangers in public places. Some Russians be-
lieve that Americans smile in the wrong place;
some Americans believe that Russians don’t smile
enough. In Southeast Asian cultures, a smile is
frequently used to cover emotional pain or embar-
rassment.

Our faces reveal emotions and attitudes, but
we should not attempt to “read” people from an-
other culture as we would “read” someone from
our own culture. The degree of facial expressive-
ness one exhibits varies cfnong individuals and
cultures. The fact that members of one culture do
not express their emotions as openly as do mem-
bers of another does not mean that they do not
experience emotions. Rather, there are cultural
restraints on the amount of nonverbal expressive-
ness permitted.

if we judge people whose ways of showing e-
motions are differemt acccording to our own cul-

English Salon %% % January 1996

L2 4%

|

EEEEE

tural norms, we -rmay make the mistake of
“reading” the other person incorrectly.
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ceremonies

WO guard-changing
take place, one involving cavairy regi-
ments, the other the infantry of the

Queen’s Guard. In the former, the
Changing of the Queen’s Life Guard at
the Horse Guards in Whitehall, the two
mounted regiments making up the Household Cav-
alry the Life Guards and the Blues and Royals--
each perform alternate twenty-four hour guard du-
ty. Their duties include manning the arches and
sentry boxes in Whitehall, often a test for both
man ond horse who must remain unmoving as
crowds press closer, cameras click, sugar lumps
are waved about and remarks of a sometimes
personal nature are heard. The ceremony begins
at 11. 00, when the new guard arrives at Horse
Guards Arch from Knightsbridge Barracks and
forms up opposite the old guard. Once installed,
the new guard remains on duty until the following
day; an inspection on foot takes place at 16. 00.
Viewing space at the Horse Guards is
severely restricted by the smaill size of the fore-
court, and many visitors prefer to forego the
spectacle of the Life Guards® fine black horses in
favour of a larger are of vision at Buckingham
Palace. There, from a position along the front
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railings, one may observe the grander cer-
emony of the Changing of the Queen’s
Guard. This usually takes place every oth-
er day, and for the most part involves two
of the five regiments of the Guards Divi-
sion-- the Grenadier, Coldstream, Scots,
Irish and Welsh Guards. All wear a scarlet
tunic and bearskin cap or busby, the regi-
ments being differentiated by the grouping
of the buttons on their tunics and by
plumes of various colours worn in the bus-
by(or no plume at all in the case of the
Scots Guards).

The new guard marches into the fore-
court at 11. 30, preceded by the band that
has occombunied it from either Chelsea .or
Wellington Barracks. The old and new guards
face each other across the forecourt' and then
change about. When the Court is in Lordon, the
regiments carry the Queen’s Colour, a crimson
standard; on other days they carry their regimen-
tal colours. At various times, and according to
availability, other regiments share duty at the
Palace with the Guards.

HE TR R, —H R R EORE, 5
—MRLEEXTHSESRN WEREATEIR
RASRLKEIRTHEASE - F - HINNHRK. B
REHFHIMHEARNAR — R TIHRAE B
EAMZETHERA—& B RRNIT 24 MKW
PES AREQEETFETHRIIMEE I+
EMGERERNFR, H 2% A BE Rk, ML
BEVER  BEERIEM . @kt R A KAF BT,
TRMDLARBLALRE BB UK 11 ST
HoOHNF LR EIEARIHFEE R ETH
KHESEB] W TR EENFAE . —BEH#A
AG, LRIERERERK, ~ARFRAHE_-X;
T 4 RS ETETRN,

W R 5] & B RTBE Rk, B 3 # 2 B R KRR
i, UFERETERFREBRIHEAE 8
TEMPERDMEMRR, MEREZAENER
HENROGE. ERE GENERITHEE.
TUBABRAN L ERTARKUR . ZN &

English Salon %3y % January 1996



