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The Republic of China was born
through a Revolution, the seeds of which
were nurtured by Overseas Chinese socie-
ties and took root among Overseas Chinese
communities. It was thanks to their noble
principles and astute leadership that the
Revolution was finally crowned with suc-
cess. We who enjoy the fruits of their
sacrifice can never forget this fact. All
the more so today, when we look to these
same communities for support for the
eventual recovery of the Chinese nation.

The stories related in this volume
describe the notable achievements of out-
standing members of the Overseas Chinese
community in fields as diverse as politics,
economics, literature, academic life,
science, technology, industry and com-
merce. Here their extraordinary skills
and intelligence are displayed, showing
how their great abilities were utilised for
the general benefit of mankind. Their
enterprising, go-getting spirit is legendary
in the lands in which they live, and they
have not only gained an international
reputation but also enjoy honour in their
adopted countries. Advancing steadily up
the ladder, they have shown exemplary
spirit and determination to do well. Earlier
ages have also provided famous instances
of Chinese gaining distinction in foreign
parts. Figures such as Chi-tzu in Korea,
Chu Shun-shui in Japan and Cheng Chao
in Siam were notable for their achieve-
ments in disseminating Chinese culture
and thought, and for expounding the
Chinese administrative system. In more
recent times Chinese people have emigrated
overseas in ever greater numbers, often
braving hardships and difficulties and
working their knuckles to the bone, but
always attaining ultimate success. Their
exemplary dedication worthily complements
that of their eminent predecessors, while
their patriotic fervour and their catalogue
of triumphs and tragedies provide the stuff
of inspiration and endless recollection.
With intensifying international contacts
in terms of diplomacy and trade, the
finest expression of our ideal that ‘‘blood

is thicker than water’’ must be that they
will in loyal sincerity act as a bridge be-
tween Chinese and the rest of the world
to foster international friendship.

This book, which is thoroughly re-
searched, carefully thought out and ele-
gantly written in an enlightened style,
will repay repeated reading. These few
words have been penned in the form of
a simple preface in response to a request
from the editor-in-chief Ms Lu, to whom
I hereby offer my congratulations.

Frederick Chien
November 1990

IR ER TR
Minister of Foreign Affairs
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he history of Chinese emigration over-

seas is a history written in blood and
tears. Nineteenth-century Chinese immigrants
in the United States, Central America or
South America with their low cultural level
and poverty-stricken background all had a
hard time of it, whether engaged in mining
or building railways. They might be
described as the most marginal elements
in Chinese society, whose only hope lay in
emigrating overseas to open up new horizons.
Once abroad the majority of overseas Chinese
had no means of integrating themselves into
the local society due to ignorance of the
language and their low cultural level.
Looked down upon by the local inhab-
itants, they were subject to numberless
slights and even ill-treatment. Early im-
migrants almost never took their families
with them, preferring to live abroad alone,
but for all their physical hardships and
spiritual frustrations they still sent money
back home to their folks. Such plucky
endurance could perhaps scarcely be equalled
by any other people in the world.

During the First World War Chinese
auxiliary laborers were sent to France to
dig trenches in support of the war effort,
but nevertheless they still suffered dis-
crimination.

Overseas Chinese communities only
began to win social standing after the end
of the Second World War. Around mainland
China’s fall to the Communists in 1949 in-
tellectuals, industrialists and businessmen
began to constitute the majority of those
emigrating abroad. The higher status of
these immigrants has since brought about
an enhancement in their social standing
overseas, reaching a peak with the emergence
of Nobel laureates Li Yuan-che and Ting
Chao-chung, together with the renowned
architect I. M. Pei.

In the United States, for example, Chinese
Americans now rank top among American
minority communities in terms of gross
income and academic achievement. From
Fu Manchu and Charlie Chan to Bruce
Lee and Li Yuan-che, the image of Chinese
people has undergone a transformation.

Yet it has been a history of tears and
rejoicing.

All over the world, in every continent,
wherever the sun shines there are Chinese
people to be found. To provide Chinese
people, in whatever corner of the globe they
happen to live, with an opportunity to under-
stand each other’s experience and to offer
them mutual comfort and encouragement
is the long-term goal behind Sinorama’s
decision to publish ‘‘Chinese in the
Spotlight.”’

May the Chinese nation in every corner
of the world long continue to manifest the
vitality and sparkle that has brought them
such success today, and we hope that a
reunified China may soon arrive where we
may all have a common home.

BTN
Publisher
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The Difference Between Conductors and Superconductors
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Conductors Superconductors
In metal conductors, displaced electrons collide when a current When a metal becomes a superconductor, resistance disappears.

passes through them, creating heat.
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Chu Chin-wu retured to Taiwan this July to take part in a conference for members of Academia Sinica.

(photo by Diago Chiu)
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The magnetic properties of a superconductor
which suspend this little magnet in air could
facilitate the development of floating trains.

Seeing a superconductor at work is like
watching a magic trick; it’s surprising
and puzzling.

Take an ordinary tray and place in it
a superconductor and a little magnet. At
room temperature, the two will stick to-
gether. Add liquid nitrogen, chill the super-
conductor to a certain temperature, and
watch what happens.

The magnet will rise up about half
a centimeter and hover in the mist given
off by the liquid nitrogen. Bump it, and
the magnet will turn and bounce around,
sort of like the spaceship in Close Encoun-
ters.

Demonstrating superconductivity is
a snap, but finding materials that will
superconduct at comparatively high tem-
peratures has taken over half a century.

Ever since the discovery in 1911 by
the Dutch scientist H. K. Onnes that
mercury loses its electrical resistance when
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