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INTRODUCTION

The Canal Towns in Jiangnan Area mainly refer to the old towns which lie at the
lower reaches of the Yangtze River in the south of Jiangsu Province and north of
Zhejiang Province, and endowed with fertile land, mild climate and rich produce,
this area was inhabited by primitive people many thousand years ago. Natural
villages and towns have formed along small rivers, comprising exquisitely unique
architectural layout. The town%white walls and dark tiles, small bridges
and streams, old streets and long lanes. Local color constitutes a unique regional
cultural landscape. These towns vary in style due to different geographic and cultural
environments. Since 1980s, most of the ancient towns have been modernized with
the takeoff of China's rural economy, losing the original framework. Fortunately,
Luzhi, Zhouzhuang and Tongli in Jiangsu Province and Nanxun, Wuzhen and Xitang
in Zhejiang Province have been timely preserved. In recent years, these old towns
have been renovated under the guidance of expérts. With original historic features,
they are becoming the common heritage of our human race.

Luzhi, where a unicorn is said to have been attracted to stay, is situated in the
east of Suzhou. This is an ancient township in a graceful classical style near
Shanghai.

The ancient town abounds in rivers, bridges, scenic wonders, and cultual relics,
The crisscross rivers make the ancient streets alive with shop signs, roofed chairs,
tiles and walls, slabs and paths.

The town was prosperous because of Baosheng Temple built in the Tang Dynasty,
where we find national treasures in nine sculpturds of arhats. There is also Tang
poet Lu Guimeng’s Duck-Fight Pond and tomb. Distinguished educatoir and writer
Ye Shengtao taught here in his early years and wrote his short story “Three or Five
Dou of Grain Over-Collected”, which was included in China’s nation-wide
schoolbook and thus known to everybody. You can still find the Wansheng Rice
Shop described in the textbook. Also well preserved are typical Southern-styles
homes, such as modern educator Shen Baihan’s home, cultural celebrity Wang
Tao’s home, Hong Kong artist Xiao Fangfang’s ancestral home.

The local traditional lady garments feature a rich water town flavor:
the kerchiefs and dresses, working skirts, and embroidered shoes are
unique treats for the curious eye.

Major places of interest:

Baosheng Temple with Its Arhat Sculpturds, Duck-Fight Pond, Memorial to Ye
Shengtao, Shen’s Home, Xiao’s Home, Memorial to Wang Tao, Wansheng Rice
Shop, Museum of Water Town Farm Tools,Ancient Stone Bridges, River Wharfs,
Ship Moorings ,Water Town Garments.
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Recognizing Luzhi
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