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Abstract

Before China initiates its animal protection legisla-
tion, one issue has to be considered. Shall we enact an-
imal welfare legislation or animal rights legislation? The
two are intrinsically different. Animal rights legislation
means we have to give legal status to the subject animal.
This conduct will overwhelmingly impact our ethics and
law.

Moreover, there are many insurmountable difficul-
ties in both ontological and practical perspectives when
doing so. Contrarily, to enact animal welfare legislation
has much less impact on our ethics and law and it en-
sures sustainable human development. - Under animal
welfare legislation, animals will be well considered and
cared for as objects of a human’s moral responsibility
without changihg our current social system and lifestyle.
The animal welfare legislation preserves the natural liv-
ing habits of the animals in their usual environment, op-
timizes transport conditions, and regulates humane

slaughter of animals. At the same time this legislation
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guarantees rights for people to fully use animals in ways that are safe, hu-
mane, and just. In this legislation, the people’s self-interest is protected and
there is a co-ordination of the relationship between humans and animals to en-
sure a stable society. To this end, this book actively promotes animal welfare
legislation in China as the preferred approach. :

Embracing a guiding ideology, the book analyzes the theoretical founda-
tion of animal rights and animal welfare and draws a conclusion that creating
legislation on animal welfare in China is the right option. Based on this con-
clusion, the book introduces the relevant basic concepts of animal welfare and
legislation on animal welfare. Moreover, the book expounds upon the origin,
development and current situation of such legislation to give the reader an
overall grasp on its background and progression.

Meanwhile, the book:shares worldwide experiences in this area ( particu-
larly experiences gained: from western countries) and provides a useful refer-
ence to the legislation on animal welfare in China. Taking the perspective of
the ideological base and current situation of animal welfare in China, the
books devotes a lot of space to describing the practical conditions of creating
legislation on animal -welfare in China, iterating the significance of animal
welfare and exploring the model options for animal welfare legislation as well
as animals’ legal status and structure in China. Finally it forms its own opin-
ion on enacting legislation on animal welfare in China which conforms with the

national state of affairs in China.
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