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Abstract

Peaceful coexistence is a squect on which sciéentific socia-
lism, international relations and some other studies often fo-
cus. It is theoretically valuable and practically necessary to do
some research on it. In a broad sense, peaceful coexistence
means no war, no military threat, noninterference in each oth-
er’s internal affairs, no aggression or conquest among differ-
ent countries or regions; and they have normal relationships in
their contacts. In a narrow sense, peaceful coexistence is a
nonbelligerency between two conflicting social systems—so-
cialism and capitalism. ‘There are several reasons why re-
searchers pay much attention to the study of peaceful coexis-
tence: 1) Socialist countries: have sprung up-and become
strong. -2) Socialist countries first appeared in Eurasia—where
political advantages from geographical point of view are quite
clear, and those countries were joined together. 3)Peaceful co-
existence has always been the main affairs among the countries
with two different social systems; With the improvement of
the relationships among the countries with two conflicting sys-
tems, especially because of the drastic change in'the Soviet U-
nion, more and more historians, experts on international poli-
ties, economists and sociologists simultaneously focus on the
study of peaceful coexistence. Based on a large amount of his-
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. torical materials and the correct research, the present disserta-
tion, including an introduction and five chapters of the main
body, does a comprehensri‘\'}’e”réS'e‘éfgc‘h on peaceful coexistence
systematically.

... The. introduction centres. on. the importance of the re-
search:and its. enlightening effeet on-some important theoretic
problems, includitg the relationships between peaceful coexis-
tence and state. interest,- peaceful coexistence and-balance of
power, eta; . .o

-.Chapter one:analyzes the theory of peaceful coexistence
and its application during:Lenin period from the aspect of his-
torical background.: the advancing.of peaceful coexistence and
its. application as well as its importance. When Lenin led the
Russian workers ahd peasants into the victory of: socialism re-
volutian, the sharp conflict between the two social systems ad-
ded new things to the international relations, : The imperialists
were united-and tried.to strangle the new soviet government.
In the,{ace ¢f the adverse.national and.international circum-
stances, -Lenin nat only expounded the' problems. concerning
peaceful coexistence in:theory, but alse ushered in & new pat-
tern of- political and ‘economic . relationship- dealing with :the
strong imperialist: powers and the. coyntries around-the Soviet
Union in-practice, The-theory of peaceful coexistence advanced
by .Lenin contained .the following .ideas: ‘1)1t emphasized the
necessity- of socialist countries’ developing diplomatic rela-
tions, especially with capitalist countries. 2)Taking advantage

6
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of the conflicts among the capitalist countries and trying to:win
over the vacillating elements, turring the ndeessity and proba-
bility of peaceful coexistence into reality. -3)In the peaceful co-
existence with capitalist countries, 'be ‘on.guard against- their
aggression and :subwversion.- 4) In order to have good peaceful
coexistence’, the Soviet Union should go to great lengths to de-
velop the national economic constructioh. ‘5) Developing im-
provement of the political relations. ‘According ‘to this-theory,
Lenin. ushered in a peaceful coexistence with other countries
and it 'was important to have reinforced the power of:the hew
soviet government. Nowadays, Lenin’s thought can also serve
as guide to our socialism construction. o l

After Lenin’ s death, the coexistence of the two:social
systems came into being, :and the socialist political power had
been reinforced; but the western: imperialists never stopped
trying to blockade, contain, sanction or even eliminate the so-
cialist countries.. When two. hotbeds of war appeared: in-the
1930s, Britain, the United States, France:and some other
countries took the.policy of appeasement with the intention of
allowing the fascists to-eliminate the Soviet Union. When the
Soviet-Germany War broke out, the western imperialists be-
lieved that the Soviet Union:couldn’t hold out more than six
weeks ‘or two ‘months. This showed that on the one hand they
were ‘wrong -in-judging the war situation, and on the other
hand ‘they hoped to see:that'Germany couldeliminate the So-
viet' Union. Nevertheless the Soviet-army ‘contained the -attack
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from the German troops and finally changed the war situation,
which directly led. to.the formation of the Allies during the
war. In order to wipe out the common enemy; the Allies un-
dertook military cooperation, which had great effect on the co-
existence of the two social systems. First, the western impe-
rialists recognized the Soviet Union as a great nation, and
make it possible for the two systems to coexist for a long time.
Second, the cooperation of the two systems determined some
standards for their later coexistence. Finally, ideology came to
be the major point that they were concerned with, while mis-
trust and dispute became the main trend.

Chapter three expounds the coexistence of the two sys-
tems after World War II. Containment, anti-containment and
détente ranged through the coexistence, and the struggle in i-
deological field led to a “Cold War” among the countries with
two different systems. The United States, as a leader of the
western camp, worked out a comprehensive plan to contain the
socialism and demonstrated it in the theoretic point of view.
The Soviet Union, according to its position, after the Second
World War, waged a tit-for-tat struggle against the contain-
ment. The coexistence after World War II formed such a trend
that the Soviet Union and the United States strived for hege-
mony. They only had some limited cooperation during the con-
frontation, and the various standards were gradually estab-
lished. Meanwhile, postwar multipolarization was an impor-
tant result of the struggle for hegemony among superpowers
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and’ wart also an essential factor balancing the coexistence.
Chapter four mainly expounds' the Five Principles of
Peaceful Coexistence advanced by ‘China, its contents and great
contributions ‘to the international relations. The Five Princi-
ples of Peaceful Coexistence originally emphasizes how to deal
with the relations among the countries ‘with different social
systeiris, especially on how to settle the dispute on the terri-
tory bordered by several countries. But it has been proved that
the Five Principles have become the widespread criterion- for
international. relations as soon as they were advanced. The
Five Principles also can be applied among the countries with
the same social system. The advancing and application of the
Five Principles reveal the most basic criterion that normal in-
ternational relations should obey and exactly’ summarize the
nature of the relations among the countries. - Therefore, the
Five Principles are not only the theoretic cornerstone for
China’s diplomatic policies but also are accepted by the coun-
tries all over the world. Moreover, this section expounds Deng
Xiaoping’s important contributions to the theory of the peace-
ful coexistence during the new historical epoch. They are
mainly about his penetrating analysis on the two international
theme, his thought of settling the international dispute by
means of peaceful methods, his conception of “One Country
Two Systems” and his proposals on the new international order,
Chapter Five analyzes the vigorous growth of the techno-
logical revolution and its influence on the peaceful coexistence.

9
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The breakthrough pf:science and technology after World War
1I leads to -different courses-of development. The new .change
of the conflicts in capitalism and Soviet Union and Eastern Eu-
rope’ s defeat in the advanced technological competition has
brought a great turn to the peaceful coexistence. Scientific and
technological ¢ompetitions have become the main contents of
the relations among different countries, so political coexistence
and intense economic competitions have become the main
trend, and the international relations are contradictory as well
as coexistent. The conflicts and clashes among countries main-
ly exist in economic field, but the struggle for economic bene-
fits will not necessarily lead to an intense political international
relation. All countries are more likely to get most of the eco-
nomic benefits from coexistence, and their contest centres on
the national power based on scientific and technological deve-

lopment.
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