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Sigmund Freud's Humour

Sigmund Freud was a world famous doctor of Vienna. He was also a humourous man.
Once, at his 70th birthday party, a friend asked Freud if he could put his work into sev-
eral words. “Well,” said Freud, “we take the sick out of their trouble and return them to
the suffering of life.”

As a good son, Freud often visited his old mother. His mother usually spent her sum-
mers in a small mountain town in Austria. The King Josef usually spent his summers
there, too. One day in the summer, a band was playing a happy song when Freud's moth-
er was sitting at the window. She watched the people singing and dancing on the street.
The old woman had a poor memory (id4Z /7). She heard the band playing, but forgot it
was the King’s birthday. Freud was visiting his mother that day. He told his mother, “Ma-
ma, the band is playing for you.” She believed him and had a wonderful day.

160 words minutes seconds
1. Freud told his mother a lie
A. to amuse her B. to fool her
C. to cheat her D. to confuse her

2. Which of the following is WRONG?
A. Freud was a famous and humorous doctor in Austria.
B. Freud’s mother and the King Josef were born in the same day.
C. The band was playing on the street to celebrate the King’s birthday.
D. Freud’s mother and the King usually spent their summers in the same small

mountain town.
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RN A Siory about a Monkey

This is a story about a monkey.An old man had a monkey.The old man liked the mon-
key very much.The monkey was very clever.When birds came to the garden, he drove
them away.He also helped the old man in many other ways.One hot afternoon in summer,
the old man was asleep in his chair in the garden.A fly came and sat on the end of the old
man’s nose.The monkey drove it away.Soon the fly came back again and sat on the old
man’s nose again.Again the monkey drove it away.Again and again, the monkey became
very angry.He jumped up, ran to pick a large stone.When the fly was on the old man’s
nose again, the monkey hit it hard with that stone.The fly fell off, but the old man’s nose
was broken.Well, many people, even our friends, sometimes do things just like the mon-
key.They do things too quickly but they don't think much before they do.Maybe they
sometimes bring us trouble, though they mean to do something good.

185 words minutes seconds

1. The story tells us that

A. as you brew, so must you drink
B. better safe than sorry
C. look before you leap
D. the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak
2. The clever monkey helped the old man in many ways except helping him
A. by driving the birds away from the garden
B. by taking care of the garden for the old man
C. by driving flies for the old man

D. by teaching the old man’s grandson how to read and write

A Magic Skipping-Rope ( #48 )

There was once a little girl as a cyclist working in a circus. She had a magic skipping-
rope.
It was a wonderful rope. You took hold of the handles, which were bright red and

green with little bells on them, and you said,




N

® Sclected Collection of Nihil Obstat Reading in Fnglish ®

“Standing’s dull and walking’s slow,

Skipping's best and off we go!”

And then you did go off.

You just kept on skipping and skipping. The rope turned by itself; you only had to
hold the handles, and it never caught in your feet or in your clothes. It always went on,
and you went on too. This amused a lot of people who watched it and brought her a lot of
applause.

When you'd had enough you said,

“Stop, stop skipping-rope, do,

That’s enough for me and you.”

And then it stopped.

One day the little girl forgot the rhyme that made it stop. I think the skipping-rope
must have become annoyed about something. It was like a car running without braking.
I'm sure it could have stopped if it had tried.

The little girl's father came and tried to take the rope away when he saw what had
happened. Strange to say, as soon as he touched his little girl, he began skipping too,
jumping up and down, though he had no rope. His wife came and took hold of him, and at

once she started to skip also; so did the servant ({ff§ A.), who tried to stop her; so did
their little dog, which jumped up at them. There they all were, bobbing up and down and
looking very foolish (B Z 1) ).

264 words minutes seconds

1. Why couldn’t the magic rope stop?

A. Because the rope was angry that day.

B. Because the girl forgot the rhyme that made the rope stop.

C. Because the girl skipped too fast.

D. Because there was something wrong with the rope’s brake.
2. Which of the following statements is WRONG?

A. The girl worked in a circus as a cyclist.

B. If you say the rhyme that made the rope begin skipping correctly, it itself can

began skipping.
C. The dog also joined them in skipping.
D. The girl said the rhyme that made the rope stop wrongly.
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Poisonous Plan

In a land, if you drank poison, the only way to save yourself was to drink a stronger
poison. The king wanted to own the strongest poison that existed in the world, so he called
his doctor and his minister. Each had to make the strongest poison he could. Then, each
would drink the other’s poison, followed by his own. The one that lived through would
have made the stronger poison.

The minister knew he had no chance of surviving against the doctor. So he made a
plan. The doctor soon realized that the minister would think up a plan. And after a little
thought, he worked out the minister’s plan and made up a better one to make sure he sur-
vived. A couple of days later when the time came, the king called both of them to him.
They drank the poisons and the minister died. The doctor survived, and the king still
didn’t get what he wanted.

What happened?

Key: The minister’s plan was to drink a weak poison before meeting the king. Then

he would drink the doctor’s strong poison. As his own poison he would bring water, which

would have no effect on him. The doctor who would drink the minister’s water, and then
his own poison, was supposed to die.

But when the doctor worked out this plan, he brought water as well. So the minister
who drank poison earlier, drank the doctor’s water, then his own water, and died from
the poison. The doctor drank only water, so nothing happened to him.

And because both of them brought water, the king didn’t get his strong poison. Only a
bitter smile is left on his face.

281 words minutes seconds

1. Why did the king want the strongest poison?
A. Because the king wanted to kill the ministers that wouldn’t obey him with the
poison.
B. Because the king wanted to punish the prisoners with the poison.
C. Because if he got the strongest poison he would survive after taking poison by
accident.
D. Because the strongest poison was valuable.

2. What did the minister bring to meet the king?
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A. A kind of weak poison. B. A kind of strong poison.
C. A bottle of water. D. Nothing.

BB How Long do You Intend to Stay?

: How long do you intend to stay, Mr. Thomson?
: About a week. I'll be flying to Beijing next week.
: Good. We'll have enough time for our business talks. Anything else can I do for you?

: No, thank you, not for the moment.

W =®

: Then I'd better take my leave now so that you may have a good rest. I'll be back here

tomorrow morning at nine.

=

: Thank you. I'll be expecting you then. Good night.
: Good night.

>

83 words minutes seconds

1. From the passage we can see the conversation took place

A. at the airport B. in a restaurant

C. in a room of a hotel D. in a restroom of a hotel
2. From the passage we know

A. Mr. Thomson got here for a business talk

B. A and B will meet again tomorrow

C. Mr. Thomson is a businessman

D.A,BandC

Do You Know Where We Can Get Some Sichuan Food?

A: We’ve heard a lot about Sichuan food. We'd like to try some today. Do you know
where we can get some Sichuan food?

B: Yes. You can find some typical Sichuan food in Huiquyuan. Huiquyuan is on the third
floor.

A: It's really hard for us to decide what to try. And we can’t make sense of the menu. Do
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you have some suggestions?
: Maybe you would like to try Mapotofu?
: What's that?
: Hot, spicy bean curd.
: Oh, Ilove bean curd. Anything else?

= > ® =

: Fried eel (82 f41). It’s hot, sweet and sour. It’s quite famous too.
101 words ___ minutes _____ seconds
1. The underlined phrase “make sense of” means
A. understand something B. have no feeling of
C. find D. look for
2. If Mapotofu and Fried eel are typical Sichuan food, we can conclude
A. that bean curd and eel are the main ingredients (J&U#L) for Sichuan food
B. that Sichuan food is very hot
C. Sichuan food tastes spicy, sweet and sour

D. Sichuan food is difficult to cook

Healthy Food

Western food is popular in the big cities in China now. Many people like to eat it.
Western food like hamburgers, hot dogs, coke and others are very popular with people.
These foods have become children’s favorite foods. But they are not healthy food. Western
food is rich in salt and fat. It is not very helpful to our health.

Chinese food is healthy because we eat more vegetables than western people. It is a
tradition that there is less meat in Chinese food than in western food. Too little meat is not
helpful to our health, either. So, we have to eat more meat—pork, mutton, beef, fish
and others.

However, some Chinese people eat too much meat and so they become very fat. Too
much meat is not helpful to people’s health, either. The children who are growing fast
should have more vegetables, more fruits, some milk, some eggs, some fish, rice,
steamed bread and more meat. These foods are helpful to their health.

167 words minutes seconds




I 00

® Selected Collection of Nihil Obstat Reading in English @

1. The author writes this passage in order to tell us
A. why western food is popular in China
B. western food 1s not helpful to our health
C. what kind of food is healthy
D. children should have all kinds of food
2. Which of the following is NOT true ?
A. Western food is rich in salt and fat.
B. There 1s more meat in Chinese food than in western food.
C. Too little meat is not helpful to our health.

D. Eating too much meat can result in becoming fat.

BEEGE Bio Big World

I'm a big big girl in a big big world.
It’s not a big big thing if you leave me.

But I do do feel that I too too will miss you much, miss you much.

1 can see the first leaf falling; it's all yellow and nice.

It’s so very cold outside, like the way I'm feeling inside.

I'm a big big girl in a big big world.

I's not a big big thing if you leave me.

But I do do feel that I too too will miss you much, miss you much.
Outside it’s now raining and tears are falling from my eves.

Why did it have to happen? Why did it all have to end?

I'm a big big girl in a big big world.

It's not a big big thing if you leave me.

But I do do feel that 1 too too will miss you much, miss you much.
I have your arms around me ooooh like fire.

but when I open my eyes, you're gone.

I'm a big big girl in a big big world.

It’s not a big big thing if you leave me.

But I'do do feel that I too too will miss you much, miss you much. (repeat)

209 words minutes seconds
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1. From the song we know »
A. the girl was very sad when her boyfriend left her
B. the girl was very happy when she saw the first leaf falling
C. the girl felt very lonely when she was with the boy
D. the girl didn’t miss the boy at all
2. What does the underlined sentence mean in the song?
A. When you give me a hug, I feel warm and happy in your arms.
B. When you give me a hug, | feel burnt in your arms.
C. When you give me a hug, | feel all this happens all of a sudden.

D. When you give me a hug, I feel bitter in your arms.

The Black Horse

There is a new bar in our town. Its name is “The White Horse”, and it belongs to Mr.

Webster. Very few people went to his bar last year, and Mr. Webster was not very happy,

but now a lot of people drink there.

Last year there was a picture of a white horse on the door of the bar. Then a man from
another town came into the bar. He drank something, and then he looked around and said
to Mr. Webster, “There aren’t many people here.”

Mr. Webster said, “This is a new bar, and very few people come to it.”

Then the man said, “There’s a picture of a white horse on the door of your bar, take
it down, and put a picture of a black horse there.”

“But the name of the bar is ‘The White Horse’ not ‘The Black Horse’,” Mr. Web-
ster said.

“Yes, but do it, "the man said. Then he went out of the bar.

Mr. Webster went to an artist (25K %<, JU45 I %% ) and said, “I want a picture of a
black horse.”

The artist drew a nice picture of a black horse, and Mr. Webster went back to his bar
with it. He took the picture of the white horse down, and put the new picture of the black
horse up.

Then a man came in and said, “There’s a mistake on the door of your bar. The name

of the bar is  *The White Horse’, but there’s a picture of a black horse on it.” The man
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locked around the bar, sat down and drank something.

Then another man came in and said the same, and then another and another. A lot of
people came in and said, “The picture on your door is wrong.” And they all stopped and
drank in Mr. Webster’s bar.

Now the bar is always full, and Mr. Webster has got three barmen. He is very happy.

320 words minutes seconds

1. From the story we can see
A. Mr. Webster followed the man’s advice and his bar was more and more sue-
cessful
B. Mr. Webster paid the man for his advice
C. Mr. Webster understood why the man asked him to use a picture of a black
horse to replace the picture of a white horse
D. Later the man often came to Mr. Webster’s bar
2. Which of the following is true?
A. The man who told Mr. Webster the advice was an artist.

B. Last year there was a picture of a white horse on the door of the bar.

C. Now Mr. Webster is very happy.

D. Mr. Webster asked an artist to draw him a picture of a black horse.

Rory

Hello, my name is Rory. I live in the small town of Church Hill. I would like you to
meet my friend Mandy. Mandy and I would like to tell you about some of the fun things
that we like to do.

When | wake up I take a bath and then I get dressed in the clothes my mommy has
laid out for me. Then Mandy and I go downstairs to the kitchen and eat my breakfast that
my mommy made.

We are done now so it is time to play. We go downstairs and get ready to play outside.
I put on my favorite sandals (50 #£ ) all by myself but Mandy needs a little help so I help
her.

I am ready now, so Mandy what do you want to do? You want to play house? Okay,




|
® L F kB MM X ke

that sounds fun. I sure love playing house with you.

Oh, Mandy did you hear that? We have been playing so long that it is time for lunch.
Can’t you hear mommy calling?

Mandy and I go to eat lunch, and both are that good.

I am ready to play again. What do you want to do now Mandy? Chalk on the sidewalk
( A4Ti8 )7 Okay. That sounds good. I love 1o chalk.

We are so busy chalking that | almost forget to meet daddy when he get home. On
Fridays he always brings me candy. Do you want some Mandy? You do? Okay, let’s go to
get some.

This Friday daddy brought home lots of candy so 1 can share some with you. What
kind do you like?

Come on! Mandy, lets go inside and wash up for dinner. When Daddy gets home we
know it’s time for supper. We all sit at the big table say our prayers(#7# ) and eat a big
supper.

It is getting late now and | am getting ready for bed. Mandy has to go home now, but
she promised me that she would be back in the morning to play with me.

Good night.

Oh, how I love having a make-believe {riend.

345 words minutes seconds

1. Which of the following is NOT true?

A. Rory and Mandy love to lay house.

B. They both like chalking on the sidewalk.

C. Rory has many playmates.

D. Rory’s daddy always brings Rory candy on Fridays.
2. What does the underlined word “make-believe” mean?

A. Imaginary B. Real C. Warm-hearted D. loyal

BEES Fire: Watch Out!

What a cold winter! How wonderful it would be if there was a fire! Fire keeps us

warm. But fire is very dangerous, and can kill us.
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November 9 was National Fire Safety Day. It’s a time for us to learn a lot more about
fire, especially what to do if we are caught in a fire .

Shout out

If you smell smoke or see fire, shout out “Fire”! Shout as loudly as you can, because
people may be asleep.

Call 119

Never try to put out a fire yourself, even if it is a very small one! Get help from your
parents or call 119. Tell 119 where you are and what is on fire. Listen to 119’s instruc-
tions.

Keep down close to the floor

If there is a lot of smoke in your room, keep down close to the floor. There is less
smoke down there, so it’s easier to breathe ("% ) and see where you are going. If you
don’t, the smoke may kill you before the fire does.

Test the door

Test the door before you open it. Touch it with the back of your hand near the top. If
the door is cool, open it carefully. If the door is hot, do not open it! Try to find a different

way out.

Most home fires start at night when people are asleep. So, always close your bedroom
door before sleep. It can keep the fire out.

Get out

If you can, get out of your home as soon as you can. Do not stop to pick up anything.
A fire can become very big in a few seconds!

Don’t use the lift

Never use the lift during a fire. Always use the stairs. A lift may stop at a floor where
the fire is burning. It may also go wrong and keep you inside.

Don’t go back

Never go back into a burning building! Even if you have left your pet or favorite toy
inside, do not go back for it. Don’t worry about your pets. Animals have a very good sense
of smell. They often get out of buildings before people!

354 words minutes seconds

1. The author writes the passage in order to

A. tell us fire can keep us warm and can kill us




