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PREFACE

Fu Zhong

Since smashing Lin Biao and the “gang of four”
and thoroughly criticising their cultural autocracy, the
Party has complemented a resolute policy of “let a
hundred flowers blossom and a hundred schools
contend” in literary and art front. There appears a
picture of flourish and prosperity in this field. The
publication of ““Selected Photographs by Wu Yinxian”
is a praiseworthy event in Chinese photography circles.

Comrade Wu Yinxian is an eminent
photographer and artist in our country . He was born
in 1900. He took up photographing as a profession at
20 and began to be a cinematographer early in the
thirties of the present century. He went from
Kuomintang Areas to Yan’an, the sacred place of
Anti-Japanese War and democracy in 1938 and was
engaged in revolutionary work in photography and
cinematography under the leadership of the Party. He
is now 80 and has been fighting cautiously, attentively
and continuously for about 50 years in our
photography front. He has dedicated himself heart
and soul to the cause of enriching and developing our
photography art. The times he lives in is an earth-
shaking era Chinese people get out of the abyss of
misery and march toward the bright liberation. His
works, in Some degree, depicts the great change of this
era and reflects the development of his art.

“Selected Photographs by Wu Yinxian” (Volume
I) is a selection of his works from 1923 to 1948. It is
devided into three parts. The first part includes his
works before the Anti-Japanese War. At that time he
still lived in the semi-feudal and semi-colonial old
China. He had deep sympathy with the working people

and expressed in his works the calamity-ridden lives of



Chinese toiling masses: heavy forced labour (‘“Heavy
load”, ‘“Boat trackers”), poverty-stricken living
(“Morning  market”, “Pedlar”), hard luck
(“Boundless disaster-ridden floods™”) and extremely
adverse circumstances (“Suffering hunger and cold”).
But “the Great Revolution” led by the Chinese
Communist Party inspired him. He experienced the
pulse of the times and the storm of the struggle. He was
full of revolutionary enthusiasm and took
meaningfullY “Crying out”, “Thunderbolt” and A
storm imminent in the technique of symbolism. All of
these works ex'posed the dark old society, and heralded
the coming of a new era. It is especially commendable
for him to see through the appearance of
multifariousness and luxury in metropolis and fix his
eyes on the miserable life of the lower classes Other
works, such as “Snow-covered bamboo”, “Country
bridge” and “Sporting” are all excellent landscapes
pleasing to both the eye and the mind.

The second and third parts include his
photographs taken after he went to Yan’an in the early
days of Anti-Japanese War. We can see from these
works how he has warmly sung the praises .of the
revolutionary cause since he joined the revolutionary
ranks. One may well say tnat the second part is an
important document. He took the pictures mirrored
the splendid images and great practices of our party
veteran proletarian revolutionaries in the period of
Anti-Japanese war and the Liberation war. ‘They
embodies the spirit of revolutionary heroism and
optimism and the spirit of building an enterprise
through arduous effort. These spirits are still the

necessary spiritual conditions under which we are now

waging a new Iong march and will inspire us forever to
march forward. The third part reflects really and
vivdly the lives and struggles of the workers and
peasants in Yan’an,the sacred place of revolution
during the period of Anti-Japanese War. The people
are led a united, democratic life, hard but joyousand of
high morale. They created material wealth, trained
revolutionary cadres, increased the combat
effectiveness of the army and the people, and fostered
“Yan’an spirit”. Therefore we overcame difficulties,
defeated enemies and won victory. Our victory was
hard-won. The historical picture scroll unfolded before
our eyes in these photographs arouses us: under no
circumstances to forget the people, to forget the
workers , peasants and soldiers, and to forget Yan’an
spirit of building an enterprise through arduous effort.

Comrade Wu is persistently strict and vigorous in
his work. He persists in the in the are of photography
serving the actual struggle. His works express the lives
and struggles of the people and are of great artisic
attainments. Thus, his works won great admiration of
the broad masses long ago. The content of this book is
varied, substantial and colourful. It is not only an
excellent artistic work, but also a valuable historical
document of revolution. So it is precious.

Comrade Wu is my old acquaintance. We worked
together in the General Political Department of the
Eighth Route Army in the early years of Anti-Japanese
War. At the time of the publication of this book, I, as
an old comrade-in-arms of his, extend my heartfelt

congratulations to him.
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The photographer.
1930, Shanghai
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I 26 photographs selected in this part were taken during the years of
1923—1937. The photographer utilized the realistic technique, reflected
genuinely the miserable suppression and exploitation suffered by the
working people, and expressed a strong indignation at the dark society.
Some photographs manifested his study and search after the modelling
technique in photography.
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Morning market.
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Suffering hunger and cold.
1924, Jiangsu
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