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Summary of Contents

Responding to Eastern and Western Cultures in Singapore:
A Comparative Study of Khoo Seok Wan,
Lim Boon Keng and Song Ong Siang

Khoo Seok Wan, Lim Boon Keng and Song Ong Siang were the earliest
examples of Singapore’s intellectual-elites. Through comparative study, this thesis
attempts to examine the three historical figures from the point of view of their
sense of identity. Ultimately, it is to explore the three main representative models
in responding to the cultural interactions of East and West.

Besides Introduction and Conclusion, the thesis is structured into three parts
with 11 chapters.

The Introduction explains the motive, objective, and condition of the study.
It also reviews works relating to the three figures, illustrates material used and
outlines the main points of this thesis.

Part 1 presents the first level of study and comparison, focusing on how the
personality of Khoo, Lim and Song were shaped. Chapter | observes the
background and environment in which they lived. It explores how the political
and cultural environment of China and Britain in the 19 century, as well as the
settings and competitions they put forth in Singapore, had influenced them. The
findings will outline the objective factors that moulded their personalities. On the
other hand, subjective factors that contributed to the formation and thereby the
manifestation of their personalities are examined in Chapter 2. Chapter 3 is the
comparison of important matters arising from the period when personalities were
moulded. While projecting their differences, it also portrays the main profiles of
three major types of personality.
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Part 2 is the second level, focusing on the reformist ideas of young Khoo,
Lim and Song. Chapters 4 to 6 observe particularly their thoughts and deeds
pertaining to reformism while sourcing keys to some important questions. Firstly,
how did they become reformists? Secondly, what were their important thoughts
on reformism? Thirdly, how did they realise it? And lastly, what are the
characteristics of their reformism? Chapter 7 compares the results attained,
identifies divergences and consensus of the three, contrasts their differences from
a identity point of view, so as to project the three embryonic models of response
to the challenges of their time. Finally, it examines the intellectuals of their
period who also had visions for reform. This will examine the respective models
for their representativeness.

Part 3 is the third level of study and comparison. The focus is expanded to
the thoughts and deeds of their entire life. Chapters 8 to 10 analyse their ideas
of social, cultural and political life, which comprise of identity of social and
dialect group, class, race, national, culture, religion, hometown and country. Citing
results of these studies, Chapter 11 compares the society where they lived, with
reference to the segmentary structure and class structure that were in place. It
also compares the sentiment and attitude towards questions of race, culture,
country etc. In so doing, it projects the differences on the various aspects of their
identity, and ascertains the representative models in responding to the challenges
of their time. Lastly, it examines the outstanding intellectuals of the same period
as examples of the respective models.

The thesis concludes with two main points, one is to link all the three levels
of comparison together from parts 1, 2 and 3, making clear the main theme of
this study; secondly, by relating present Singapore to the past, it suggests how
some themes in the thesis have contemporary relevance.
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