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Foreword

The idea of organizing The Photography Exhibition of Chinese Folk Games comes up by accident.

On a Xi'an outskirt gathering of photographer circle at the end of July, 2006, everyone talked about the photography
exhibition witnessing changes of Shaanxi. The comparison of two pieces of works, one being a marble play
photographed twenty years ago and the other being a modern golf game, inspired the notion of holding a photography
exhibition of Chinese folk games to congratulate the coming Beijing Olympics.

Two months later, Hu Wugong and Shi Baoxiu talked to the directors of Guangzhou Integrated Image Co., Ltd., who
had come to Xi‘an, about their notion, and reached a primary agreement instantly. Through times of communication and

discussion, finally in Feb, 2007, a joint notice was put out that The Photography Exhibition of Chinese Folk Games start
its collection of works.

After the one-year preparation, over 17,000 works have been received from 950 photographers, from which the curators
and judge panel selected 388 pieces of 180 photographers after strict review. The selected pieces will be displayed for
the first time at Guangdong Museum of Art from March 12, to April 8, 2008 . A seminar called "Review on Chinese Folk

Games" will be held during the exhibition period. Moreover, Guangdong Museum of Art will pick out 200 pieces as
collection.

In May, 2008, this exhibition will make its off-mainland debute in Taiwan and then carry on the tour to American and
European countries. During the 2008 Beijing Olympics, it will be held in Beijing. Local Chinese folk games will meet
with the world audiences by that time.

Thanks to this exhibition, many vanishing folk sports, games, exercises, entertainments will be documented in images
and kept for long, so that we can save valuable image records for later resumption, promotion, research and rescue of
folk games. Hereby we would like to express our gratitude to all people presented in all images, who bear and embody
the liveliness and colorfulness of folk games, and the insightful photographers who bring about the scenes of folk lives.

China Photographers Association, Guangdong Museum of Art

Hong Kong China Tourism Press, Shaanxi Province Photographers Association
Guangzhou Integrated Image Co.,Ltd.

March 18th, 2008
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Preface

Chinese Folk Games Hu Wugong

Chinese folk games are born free, unrestrained and self-dependent. Inherently and closely connected with the masses’
daily life, Chinese folk games are not confined to any specific forms, sites, number of attendees or organizational
patterns. Dating back to remote ages, the rich content of Chinese folk games originates from a variety of ancient
activities, including fishing, hunting, collecting, early migrations, disputes, primitive physical training and the dances,
athletics and games deriving from it, and spiritual sacrifice rituals.

Long history, far-flung territory and diverse nationalities contribute to Chinese folk games’ abundant varieties and
multiple forms. Combining body movement and spiritual entertainment, Chinese folk games truly help people build
up a strong body and healthy mind, without direct pursuit of fame and gain. Chinese folk games are not only the vivid

demonstration of the diversity of Chinese culture, but also the irreproducible intangible cultural heritage of the Chinese
nation.

Nevertheless, bearing the recent impact of modernization and urbanization, the old, various, unadorned Chinese folk
games are faced with the risks of being marginalized. Within only several decades, some of the formerly wide-spread
folk games, which used to be passed on through generations and accompany us in our childhood, have declined and
disappeared.

Most of the Chinese people, for quite a long time, spent their childhood under the shadow of poverty. However,
happiness was never absent. To bring vigor, enlightenment, laughter and lifelong benefits to their children, parents
tailored everything in hand out of wisdom and diligence to meet their children’s needs and invented all kinds of games
and homemade toys to help them build up a strong body and healthy mind. Spindle, shuttlecock, hopscotch, jackstone,
cockfight, slingshot, and swing are all folk games, and they can also be trendily termed "green games" —cost free,
maintenance free, pollution free and rubbish free! In memories, folk games throbbed with the rhythm of people’s lives.
Being neither noble nor ambitious, they help build up a strong body. Being neither competitive nor benefit-oriented,
they help exercise people’s mind. It is never overstated that many folk games are the intangible cultural heritage that
manifests the spirit and wisdom of the Chinese nation.

After China’s reform and opening-up, a lot of foreign games have been introduced, for instance, snooker, bowling, and



golf, which are mostly beyond reach of the majority of the working class. However, these privileged foreign games
are being simplified and popularized among average people. Scenes of playing popularized snooker can be found
everywhere, from wall corners to Tibetan Plateau and from vast farmland to busy streets. Off-farm workers enjoy their
break by using empty beer bottles and conveyor belts to play bowling at building sites. Those official games seen in
sports meeting are being modified wisely to become daily games played everywhere.

Many photographers and amateurs have produced in recent years numerous folk games photos, which, to some
extent, themselves can be regarded as intangible cultural heritage. Carrying the gene of Chinese traditional culture,
Chinese folk games are not only a part of the nation’s intangible cultural heritage but also the common wealth of
mankind. This Photography Exhibition of Chinese Folk Games, aims to save, protect, inherit and promote the nation’
s spirit and wisdom embodied in this intangible cultural heritage when the greatest sports event, the 2008 Beijing
Olympic Games, is approaching. It is hoped that through a wide collection of works and large-scale visual display, the
diversity of Chinese folk games can be fully presented to the public, and therefore, the charm of folk games restored
and the concern for the games at extinction aroused. Meanwhile, as a part of "People’'s Olympics", this exhibition helps
more foreign friends better understand Chinese people’'s games culture and beliefs.

Although the Olympic spirit is about peace, friendship and progress, its inner relation to material gain, political interest
and national power show-off cannot be denied. For individual participants, Olympics mean much more than simply
building a strong body and healthy mind, and sometimes it even runs in the opposite way. Compared with the vivid,
freestyle, real-life folk games, the Olympic Games have become a shrine beyond reach of average people. The

Photography Exhibition of Chinese Folk Games will provide a new perspective for mankind to review and reflect on the
Olympics.

The exhibition finally meets with the public after a year’s collection and preparation. We have totally received over
17,000 works from 950 authors from all over the country. 388 pieces have been selected by curator and review panel
after careful consideration. During the selection, we strictly adhered to the requirements laid down in the contributions
wanted notice: there is no limit to the photo dates; photo subjects are not officially listed as athletic items; photos are
not taken at formal sports arena; photos record Chinese folk games and reflect average people’s living environment.
The short-listed works have demonstrated not only the colorfulness of Chinese folk games, but also the satisfying
performance of Chinese documentary photography.

We shall hereby extend our heartfelt gratitude to the photographers and friends from all walks of life for their warmest
support and participation.

(Mr Hu Wugong, photographer, curator,
and professor in the School of Architecture, Xi'an University of Architecture and Technology)
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Review on Folk Games

BER
Shi Baoxiu

Abstract:

Only when man begins to awake from the vogue and bustling illusion of modern society and review his own
history in a rational perspective, can he discover the originally unadorned beauty of many things.

The brilliant primal folk games have given us surprises and helped us make profound reflection during such a
disarrayed review.

Now almost every normal sports item or category in fashion is from the wilderness, farmland, or countryside,
rooted in human ancient life experiences, for instance, hunting, picking, crossing rivers, climbing mountains,
paddling, and leisure recreations. Human being, during the survival course, has gained lots of fitness skills
and created all kinds of simple but practical tools using materials from nature. Then, situated between survival
instinct and leisure, games and sports were born and have been evolved continuously. Most of the games take
on natural rhythm, embodying human animality.

Nevertheless, so far the modernized free economy and fashionable consumption have ruthlessly buried many
traditional, healthful, natural, convenient sports programs in silence. When the society are overwhelmingly
commercialized, some sports competition even falls corrupted into ambiguous trades, and sports field is
frequently transformed into a place of trading or combat.

Confronting the once flourishing folk games, besides sighing for the unrecallable prosperity, we can still collect
and document them to save the permanent memories before they vanish in the air.

(Mr Shi Baoxiu, photographer, curator, and director of Interview Dept, of Hong Kong China Tourism Mngaz'me)
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