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Abstract

The kinship of the Na is commonly concerned in the field of
cultural anthropology in recent years. Basing on rich materials ob-
tained through field work, this book describes the kinship system of
the Na along the east bank of Jinsha River (upper Yangzi River).
Comparéd with that of the Na in Yongning basin famed by the an-
thropological monograph “ A Society without Fathers or Husbands-
the Na of China” by professor Cai Hua, author tried to reveral a
widely different kinship run by the Na and suggest an explanation.

Exploring the oral history is the first step of author to display
this exotic society. Then he turned to the kinship of the Na at pres-
ent. The body representation system is outlined above all as the
logic origin, after it follows the incest taboo. Author presented the
modality of sexual life nowadays with several cases to embody these
concepts. Regarding the definition of marriage and family by pro-
fessor Cai Hua, author asserted the persons live under the same
roof in this region formed a standard allied family, which is totally
different to the consanguinity group formed by the Na in Yongning
basin described by Cai Hua. Meanwhile the phenomena related to
marriage and family are depicted in this book such as residence,
sexual evocation, spouse selection criteria. Then the book is de-
voted to the social roles and social groups. This section composes
several elements as nomenclature, household, social groups larger
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than family, the acquirement of social identity, heritage of family
name and belongings when family break up, divorce and xelated i-
dentity change, social role of father and son, etc. Showing the
deep gap between the history and present through above sections,
author then tried to explore the process of social change and the
facts that cause it by narrating and analyzing the social affairs and
representative kinship cases through a century divided in four peri-
ods of time. '

Besides the main topic of kinship, this book also contains i-
tems of correlative, as religion, social gender, history and myth.

As conclusioin, the book argued that the Na society of Jinsha
River run a kinship system of asymmetry lineal. Both matrilineal
and patrilneal factors act in this system while the later weighs more.
The identity of man as father and husband has been established fast
from body representation to incest taboo to social relatives. Mar-
riagé and family, instead of visit and consanguinity group, became
prevailed in this society. The Na of this region holds a kinship
practices quite different to the pure matrilineal system of the Na in
Yongning, which was subtly described in “A Society without Fa-
thers or Husbands-The Na of China”. Yet the pure matrilineal sys-
tem existed here just 80 years ago and astonishingly disappeared in
a period of time less than half century. Some social affairs of deep
impact and the invasion of outer culture may contribute to this fast
and dramatic social change. The case of the Na along Jinsha River
provides an alternative evolution for the native ethnic group in con-

tact with other mighty cultures.
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