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Greece s located on the southern tip of Europe. It borders the Aegean,
Adriatic, and Mediterranean seas. Greece is made up of a large mainland
surrounded by many smaller islands. It is a hot, dry country with many
mountam ranges.

The ancient Greeks produced great writing. And, they created visual
and dramatic arts. Greek philosophy, politics, and sports all developed
during ancient times. These live on in our society today. Greek civilization

reached its peak in Athens in the fifth century B.c.



The Greeks created a very rich culture
thousands of years ago. Over the centuries,
this culture has had a huge impact on Western
civilization. The progress of the Greeks in
ancient times continues to affect us even
today.
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A favorite game in ancuenﬁ: e
Greece was knucklebones. The
knucklebones were made from #
the ankles of small animals,
such as pigs. The game w.
very similar to the modern
‘game of }acks #ﬁfa‘ﬂﬁ' g
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The Minoan civilization is considered the first great culture of the
ancient Greek world. Minoans lived on the island of Crete. They were
named after King Minos.

The Minoans were a wealthy society. The land they lived on was
fertile and allowed them to produce healthy crops. They also had trade
agreements with other parts of Greece and other nations, including
Egypt.

Minoan kings lived in large palaces. These palaces were built on the

hilltops of Crete. From there, they were able to organlze all farming and
trade. They ruled their countryside.

V¥ The Island of Crete today is still covered with farmland.
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A The ruins of a Minoan palace
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The Minoans had their own form
of writing. And, they are known for beautiful
artwork. Sadly, many of the palaces were
destroyed around 1450 B.c. An earthquake
may have destroyed them. Or, enemies might
have attacked the Minoans. The civilization
declined after this.
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Lion’s Mouth
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Rainwater was sometimes
drained away from the roofs of
palaces through spouts. These
spouts looked like lionss heads.
The water would run out of the
lions’ mouths. @ /K F Bt il id &
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Ancient Tools
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The ax was an important
religious symbol for Minoans.
Some believe it was the symbol
of the Minoan sky god. This ax
is the same shape as the ax you )
might find in a toolshed today. g
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The Mycenaean people arrived around 1600 B.c. They lived on the
mainland of Greece. This was at the same time as the height of the Minoan
civilization on Crete. The Mycenaeans had small kingdoms built high on

“hills.  Each kingdom had a different ruler. The rulers lived in palaces
" protected by stone walls.

The Mycenaeans were warriors. They were also great at trading and
crafts. Foreign invaders began to threaten Mycenaean kingdoms around
1250 B.c. By the year 1000 B.c., the Mycenaean civilization had totally
collapsed.

¥ Ruins of a Mycenaean kingdom i5%5 /2 £ E#yiE it




This collapse began a period in Greek
history known as the Dark Ages. This was
a hard time for the Greeks.
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Old Food =
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Mycenaeans probably ate the
same foods that Greeks eat
today. Bread, cheese, olives,
figs, grapes, goat, and fish are
common Greek foods. %4
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The citizens were
decisions. The_ o;
women, children,
the states. Th 3
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A Sparta was an important city-state.
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The‘Meaning
of Democracy
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B The word democracy means

“rule by the people.” It comes
from two ancient Greek words
— demos meaning “people”

~*.and kratos meaning “rule.”

Democracy began in the city-
states of ancient Greece more

than2,500years ago. K +iX
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Ancient Law
FREE
The United States currenily
has a law that everyone is
presumed innocent until
proven guilty. This is @' law that

was created in ancient Greece.
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® Colonies

I Greek culture

A Map showing the expansion of Greece into colonies
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From the eighth to the fifth centuries B.c., Greece stretched beyond
its borders. Greeks even began to build colonies overseas. They settled
in southern Italy and around the western part of the Mediterranean. They
also moved farther east to the coasts of the Black Sea.

The first colonies were probably for trading. Greeks exchanged their
pottery and luxury goods for food and materials. Farmers settled colonies
in southern Italy and Sicily. Even though the colonies were far away from
Greece, the people lived as they did when they were at home. Greek
colonists continued to farm, build cities, and make pottery in the Greek
style. Greek culture had a great influence on many of these areas.
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This is an ancient p
Greek vase. The art
on vases like this tell
us about Greek life.
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Beta Gamma Delta Epsilon Zeta

Alpha
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Theta lota Kappa Lambda
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Tau
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Upsilon Psi Omega

Omicron ho Sigma

Greek Alphabet
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Once trade started with other
areas, the Greeks werein
contact with the Phoenicians.
The Greek alphabetis based [
on the Phoenician alphabet.  *
Both alphabets have letters for
sounds in the'languages. # % |
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New Pottery— .° ¢
Ancient Influence ¢
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Many of the ancient Greek
pottery shapes seem famrhar
to us today. We see the same
shapes in gift shops, pottery
shops, and in our own homes.
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