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As one of main natural disasters, the drought influences agriculture and
even entire socio-economic development all over China. Facing the fact that the
inconsistency between supply and demand of water resource becomes increasingly
prominent, the scope of arid regions is gradually expanded, the drought situation
is continuously intensified and the social development is producing a function to
aggravate aridity, it is of great academic and practical significance to break through
the traditional idea of simple natural attributes of aridity and to establish a scientific
view of aridity by combining its natural attributes with social ones together.

This book is made up of three parts, consisting of 33 chapters in all. In the first
part, the conditions of main agricultural resources, the development of agriculture
and rural social economy and the development of agricultural technology in arid
regions are analyzed, on the basis of type classification of agriculture in the whole
arid regions of China including both northern climatic arid regions and southern
seasonal arid regions. In the second part, recent achievements of agricultural
research in the arid regions of China are summarized systemically, focusing
on water productive potential of farmlands, water management in farmlands,
soil management in farmlands, management of crop production system, crop
distribution and planting system, agricultural ecosystem and its regulation, wood-
fruit industry and farming-forestry complex patterns, prataculture production
and livestock husbandry, food production and its security, restoration and
reconstruction of ecological environment, and so on. In the third part, according to
the characteristics and superiorities of resources and the problems faced in agro-
production in various arid regions, the regional development strategies and main
technical countermeasures that are helpful to promote the systematic productivity
are proposed. The core essence of this book is to promote the productive potential
of limited water resource and to seek the scientific ways of agricultural and
socio-economic development in the arid regions of China, from the viewpoint of
sustainable development, with the aid of science and technology advancement.

This book is excellent in both pictures and literary compositions by inserting
large number of beautiful color pictures related to sights and agriculture in the arid
regions of China into the text, so it is of both scientific and appreciating values.
It can not only provide references for the professional and technical personnel,
teachers and students in research institutions and higher academies, but also
provide a decision-making basis for leaders and business managers in the sectors
of agricultural policy-making, technical extension and industrial development in arid
regions.
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