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PREFACE

Mt Khabadkarp ( ﬂﬁw‘%ﬁ'fﬂﬂ'ﬁﬂx’ﬁ ), a snow mountain lying in Deqin County on the border of Yunnan and Tibet,
is the sacred mountain in the belief of local Tibetans.
In 1991, seventeen mountaineers from China and Japan died when they tried to reach the top of Khabadkarpo.

Every year many Tibetan pilgrims will go to Khabadkarpo with the belief that tavelling around the sacred site
in the Sheep Year of Tibetan calendar will help them to make merit as well as to understand the meaning of life and
death.

In this book, you would experience the pleasure and hardship of the pilgrimage through the pictures taken by

the author when he travelled around Khabadkarpo with more than 100,000 Tibetan pilgrims in the 2003’s sheep
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Khabadkarpo on the map of China.
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Khabadkarpo,had been a fierce god before Buddhism spread
into Tibet, was subdued by Padmasambhava from ancient India
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In local mural, Khabadkarpo was painted as a warrior in white

armor and riding a white horse.
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The family of the gods of Khabadkarpo.
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Local people, who get resources
for their daily life from
Khabadkarpo, have kept their
belief in the snow mountain and
worshipped it from generation to

generation.
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The most important way for
Tibetans to express their belief in
holy mountains is to go around
them, which signifies a journey to
a world after death. In Yunnan,
the pilgrims who go for that

journey are named as “A skyo
ba” .
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In 1930’ s, Joseph F.Rock, the famous American explorer,took

the photo of the pilgrims who were on the journey around
Khabadkarpo.
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In 2003, just after the outbreak of the SARS and the Irak War,

many pilgrims from all over Tibet went to Khabadkarpo.
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I have been visiting Khabadkarpo area since 1997 for making

a documentary, and in the June of 2003, I joined the army of

pilgrim with a local Tibetan family.
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I tried to explore the world of a skyo ba’ s spirits from an
internal view.

( Photo taken by Tshering Sgroma )
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According to our research, most Tibetan pilgrims came from the
Basins of Mekong and Salween Rivers of Yunnan, Tibet, Sichuan

and Qinghai.
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Under the direction of Mr. Rinchenrdorji, I painted the map of
the pilgrimage around Khabadkarpo.



