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Abstract “

The economic and political development of Argentina for
the past one hundred years raises what would have been called
“a riddle”; the failure of the country to become an industrial de-
mocracy. The century 1880 — 1980 can be divided into two
halves. Up to the depression, Argentina was both a fast-grow-
ing economy and a relatively stable liberal democracy.

The dissertation consists of 5 chapters. Chapter 1 presents
the political history of Argentina. Chapter 2 explains how a
“segmented society” forms. The characteristics of Argentine
capitalist expansion were fundamentally determined by the in-
corporation of Pampas region as exporters of primary products.
The growth of the exports contributed to the cohesiveness and
prestige of the oligarchy. The long delay in the integration of
the labor created “two countries”; one whose inhabitants could
only conceive of Argentina with Peron, and another that couid
only accept Argentina without Peron. The conflict of the inter-
est groups is polarized. Chapter 3 focuses on the inability of the
government. A corporatist strategy is used to organize the in-
terest groups. The president is the core of the polity. This ac-
centuated the tendency of key interest groups to lobby directly
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the executive and the administration. There were three proces-
ses of ascending to power: the military coup, through limited e-
lections, through open elections. Each group had developed
contacts with all of the pertinent power broker. The result was
a cyclical politics in which civilian and military governments rose
and fell at regular intervals. A country’s ability to consolidate
democracy depends on the intensity of conflict among the groups
and on the ability of political parties to organize and channel this
conflict. Chapter 4 discusses weak party institutionalization has
impeded democratic consolidation in Argentina. Some major de-
fects sand out: the lack of national parties, the inability of par-
ties to become institutionalized channels for the representation
and articulation of social demands. This created a dynamic in
which the interest groups, rather than the party, became a cen-
tral feature of a dual political system in Argentina, Chapter 5
focuses on the importance of the political parties to the governa-
bility. The conflicts of interest groups are the problems in any
countries, An increase in the power of political parties vis-g-vis
interest groups would contribute to democratic consolidation in
contemporary Argentina. Political parties have to reflect a spec-
trum of the cleavages and dominant demands in the society. On
the other hand, the growth and power of civil society may in-
crease the need for parties as organs of interest aggregation. A
government unable to sift through and respond to all of the
voices clamoring for attention and resources may lose its capaci-
ty to respond effectively to any of the demands placed upon it.

Such a condition is termed “ungovernability”.
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