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THE BEGINNING OF
AN EMPIRE
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According to legend, Rome was founded around 753 B.c. There were
two brothers named Romulus and Remus. The legends say they were
raised by a wolf. One day, Romulus and Remus came upon an area of
land. They decided to each build parts of a city. They fought over the sizes
of their territories. Romulus killed Remus. Romulus became king of the
city. He named the city Rome.

Kings ruled early Rome. Then, Rome became a republic. This meant
that rulers were elected. The Roman Republic began in 509 B.c. and lasted
almost 500 years.

The Roman Republic had problems, though. The leaders in the Senate
often argued about laws. They could not agree on public affairs. Also,
many of Rome’s citizens had no power in the republic. These common
people were called plebeians. They revolted because they wanted to force
the Senate to make changes.

Romulus p
and Remus
with their
wolf mother.
T AR5
BERR AR 1189
IRIGHE,




B F LT AT /E. AMmLE
&v) B A5 WA R, B2 d— ORI
Xy, — R, FHEMPHBEHRLALT —h
Mo, HATRE 5 TiE— B, AT B AR M R T S
F. Bk, FHEMFPRTHEN, MR A ER
HEIL, fleX BRF L AT,

THT LR IRE, Bk, FHRATH
Fol, XEREREEAGEFTE, FLEp
& FALATS095, HAET KE5005,

Kin, THERBAELER VM, TLRN
FANE F AT B EFIHRR, AT EAE
FHEEAXR—F, ML, XI5 TFHEKX
EEFoE RIEA ER, X T HEAARE P
K . finAagiaig m AR KT, BiAH
TAL,

W Roman senators debated important issues.
FOERWAABTRLEESFH.

= B & 3 s

The Senate
Then and Now
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The United States
government is a republic. 5
And, it has.a Senate. g
However, there are important - |
differences bethéh Rome's ¢
Senate and the Senateinthe ¢
United States. There were'as g
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“many as 600 Roman senators

at one time. They served for
their entire lives. But, there

are only 100 United St?tes é
senators. And, they must be
reelected every six years.
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THE Rise AND FALL
OF JuLius CAESAR
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Julius Caesar was an important figure in the Roman Republic. Caesar was a
powerful army general. He was well liked by his troops. Then, he made himself
dictator after winning an important battle. This may have been a mistake for
him.

Many Romans felt that Caesar was acting too much like a king. They did not
‘want to go back to having kings in Rome. Some senators felt that Caesar was a
threat to them. In 44 B.c., Caesar was stabbed to death by a group of senators.

Caesar’s heir was his adopted son, Gaius Octavius. He was called Octavian.
Octavian ruled Rome with two men named Mark Antony and Marcus Lepidus.
These three men ruled together for seven years. Eventually, Octavian ruled
alone.

In 27 B.c., the Senate changed Octavian’s name to Augustus. Augustus
means “great.” And, he became Rome’s first emperor. This was the beginning
of the Roman Emplre The Roman people loved him.
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A Roman senators stabbing Julius Caesar
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4 Emperor Augustus

was a strong leader.
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' What Month Is It?
AR TCAMY?
Caesar introduced the 12-
month calendar that is.used
todays Most of the month
names are taken from Latin
words. Thisincludes July,
which was named after Julius
himself.
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4 The Julian Calendar was
introduced in 46 B.C.
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A STRONG AND

POWERFUL ARMY
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Many historians believe the Roman Empire was so strong because of
the legionnaires. These were Rome’s foot soldiers. They went into new
i lands. There, they fought to keep Rome in control.
: Each legion had about 5,000 foot soldiers. Soldiers usually
volunteered to join the army. An army legion did not just
include soldiers. Doctors, cooks, and builders also traveled
with the army.
The legionnaires were strong and brave. They fought
in battles often. The army kept its men well
armed. Soldiers used early weapons such as
swords and daggers. They also wore heavy

armor and helmets. This protected them from
injuries.

¥ Roman roads still stand today.
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Roman Roads
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Soldiers had to move quickly

from one place to another. So,
the army needed good roads
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4z to travel on. Romans tried
BANERKRAHES 00045 &, L EA1EF to build roads as straight as

ZTHAOBRANGE, ANEARXALE, TAME possible. They ended up with

EA . FHffe LA, an impressive system of paved
P LEMEEEA DG, MM ETE S roads. Many of these roads are
i . ‘ o still used today.
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4 Roman soldiers
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Strengthiin. Numbers
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The Roman army may have

been the most successfularmy |
. ever. Today, most countriestry |
to keep their militaries strong.
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BuiLDING A CITY
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The Romans were excellent builders. They copied some styles of
architecture from ancient Greece. For example, they used arches and
columns in bridges and buildings. But Romans had new ideas for buildings,
too. They were the first people to use domes on buildings. Much of what
they built is still standing today.

You may be surprised to learn that ancient Rome had a great water
system. Their plumbing system helped send fresh water to houses and
bathhouses. Many other cities based their water systems on what Rome
had built.

Water was quite important to Romans. Rome can be a very hot place
in the summer. Fresh water helped keep people cool. Romans built towns
near rivers or springs so they could have a constant supply of fresh water.

The Pantheon in Rome W
hasahugedome.
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aqueduct in France.
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Aqueducts
K R
¥ The Romans were the first to
build aqueducts. These are
pipes or channels that catry
water from place to place.
They are-built above or below
ground. Aqueducts helped
the ancient cities get enough
water. Visitors today canstill
see the incredible aqueducts.
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City AND RURAL LIEE
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Rome was a grand city. Visitors saw beautiful statues and buildings
there. The Roman Forum was very impressive. However, not all of Rome
was grand.

The city was also very noisy, dirty, and dangerous. Many Romans lived
in close quarters. The buildings were run down. They often collapsed.
Fires were common because people burned logs for cooking and heat.

Many Romans wanted to avoid the city. So, they lived in the country.
The wealthiest Romans owned country villas.

Farms in the country produced everything a person needed. This
included fruits and vegetables, milk, cheese, wine, and meat. Farmers
relied on slaves to help with the crops.

¥ The Roman Forum was often crowded. B0 1552 A Lz,
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A Trajan’s Market BRI E &
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An Early
Shopping Mall
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Roman markets sold many
kinds of goods. On the main
streets were shops for shoes,
pottery, food, and other
important items. One such
market was Trajan’s Market.
This was named after Emperor

Trajan.
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The Clues at Pompeii
il TR E
Pompeii was a town south of
Rome. Avolcano named Mt.
Vesuvius was nearby. One
day, it exploded and buried
Pompeii. Remains of the town
were dug up in the 1700s. We
know.a lot about the Roman
Empire from clues found at
Pompeii.
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4 Mt. Vesuvius above the ruins

of Pompeii
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