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Abstract

Social capital has been one of the most popular concepts in social
science over the past 2 decades. This study first provides a reevalu-
ation of the concept of social capital based on a review on social cap-
ital research. With the redefined concept, the investigation then focuses
on the status, origin, change, transformation, and political conse-
quences of social capital in Confuclan East-Asian societies , especially
MainlandChina, Taiwan and South Korea.

This book includes six chapters.

Chapter 1 concerns the theory and method. After a critical review
on various existing social capital theories, my own definition on social
capital is proposed, which states that social capital , by its nature ,is a
collection of subjective values that can promote social efficiency , reduce
social conflict and better social harmony. The elements of these subjec-
tive values include trust, cooperation , reciprocity , cohesion , tolerance ,
trust worthiness, and so on, with trust being the core element. Unlike
previous concepts which view social capital as certain social entities,
my concept defines social capital as subjective values that differ from
various entities such ascivic engagement. Social networks ,formal insti-

tutions, and so on. Considering the availability of data,the focus is on
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social trust,the basic element of social capital ,toanalyze social capital
in Confucian East-Asian societies.

Chapter 2 introduces the hypotheses, methods, and data of this
study.

Chapter 3 pertains to the status and changes of social capital in
East — Asian nations. According to the analysis. The stock of social
capital in Confucian East-Asian societies is quite high among 10 cul-
tural — zones classified by Ronald Inglehart. There also exist differ-
ences in the stock of social capital within East-Asia nations,and social
trust in democratic nations is not higher than that in non-democratic
nations. On the changes of social capital in East Asia,the most impor-
tant finding is that modernization and democratization have not led to
increase in the stock of social capital in the past 20 years.

Chapter 4 focuses on the origins of social capital in Confucian
culture zone ,the causes of its stock change,and the transfcormation of
social capital. In this chapter, argue that the origins of social capital
are different from the causes of its stock change. In my opihion,at the
macro — level ,the cultural approach explains the origins of social cap-
ital in Confucian East-Asian societies much better than the institution-
al approach ; At micro-level ,factors such as social position,social rela-
tions, income , education , political trust, individual psychological situa-
tion ( happiness ) , Survival/self-expressionvalues, and civic organiza-
tional participation all impact social trust,albeit the extent varies from
nation to nation. An explanation is also given as to why social trust of-
China is higher than that of Korea and Taiwan. Regarding causes of
decline of social capital in the past 20 years, it is found that the most

important factor is the social uncertainty caused by rapid modemiza-
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tion or social change ,which leads to decline of social trust. Perception
on corruption is also an important factor to influence people’ s percep-
tion on social trust. ‘

With the social development from traditional agricultural society
to (post-) modern industrial society, social capital, especially social
trust, is facing a problem of transformation. However , there is an argu-
ment that the particular small-radius personalized trust popular in tra-
ditional society and the general large-radius impersonalized trust re-
quired in modern democratic society are mutually exclusive. Based on
empirical evidence, it is concluded that the particular trust and gener-
al trust are not necessarily exclusive at least from the perspective of
subjective values. The more one trusts his/her family members, the
more he/she would trust most other people in society. These findings
also support a hypothesis that, if the level of trust is high at the agri-
cultural stage in one society , there is a high possibility that the level of
(social) trust is also high at the modern stage.

Chapter 5 deals with the political consequences of social capifal.
Firstly, the relation between socia trust and political trust is analyzed.
According to this analysis, social trust has little impact on political
trust at the individual-level. Instead , politicalauthoritarianism value has
a strong positive influence on political trust in all of East-Asian socie-
ties both at macro-level and micro-level. Secondly, the politicaltoler-
ance and its origins are evaluated. The results show that while politi-
calinstitutionhas an important influence on the level of political toler-
ance of a nation , political authoritarianism value has a strong negative
influence on political tolerance. Thirdly, the impact of social capital on

governance is studied. Based on the empirical analysis of global cross-
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national data,I argue that the existence of formal democratic institu-
tions such as free elections and accountability is a pre-condition for so-
cial capital to have a positive effect on governance at the national-lev-
el.

Chapter 6 provides a summary and some implications of this re-
search. »

To date , there have been few comparative studies on social capital
in Confucian East-Asia. This study will certainly help to fill the gap’
and hopefully open a door to further research in this field.
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