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Chapter I Farewell to School

@1@ sunny morning in June in

the 1810’s, there drove up to the
gates of Miss Pinkerton’s academy for
young ladies, a large family coach. “It
is Mrs. Sedley’s coach, sister,” said
Miss Jemima. “Have you completed
all the necessary preparations for Miss
Sedley’s departure? 1 trust you have
made a copy of Miss Sedley’s account.
Be kind enough to address it to John
Sedley, and to seal this letter that I
have written to his lady,” said Miss
Pinkerton herself.

Miss Sedley was a lovely young lady.
She had such a kind, generous heart
that she won the love of everyone
who came near her. Her face blushed

with rosy health and her eyes sparkled

e




F—F KT, HR

+hrMeRzZ+ S, AN -NTR,
mARE, FAMEFFEROGRIIIRT —
HMERAORBALE, “REZKKXNHE £ 3
7,484, E AT RE, “REZNEE
B EF e RIS TR AMEKLE
ERAZDEGERENBERT, HAEFHL
BErAR - FRHRILELANLT R BLHE
kAW FLE L, TR LW EAARE,

RHELPERE R TEHSF R,
AR B, AN iE R AR E R, &
e B CRENNAEAE, REH AW




with the brightest and honestest
good —humour. Miss Pinkerton spoke
highly of her in the letter and it
completed, she began to write her
own name and Miss Sedley’s on the
first page of a Johnson’s Dictionary,
which she always presented to her
pupils on their departure.

Miss Jemima, with rather a timid
air, handed her sister a second copy
of the book. “For Becky Sharp,” said
she, “she’s going too.” “Miss Jemi-
ma! ” exclaimed Miss Pinkerton, “Are
you in your sense? Replace the dictio-
nary in the closet.”

Miss' Sedley’s father was a mer-
chant in London and a man of some
wealth, while Miss Sharp was an ar-
ticled student, for whom Miss Pinker-
ton thought she had done enough,
without conferring upon her the hon-
our of the dictionary.
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Miss Sharp’s father was an artist,
and had given lessons of drawing at
Miss Pinkerton’s school. He was a
clever man but with a habit of run-
ning into debt. He married a French
opera girl. When both her parents
died, Rebecca was seventeen and came
to Miss Pinkerton’s school as an ar-
ticled student. She was small and thin;
pale, sandy—haired, and with eyes ha-
bitually cast down: when they looked
up they were very large, odd and at-
tractive. The happiness, the superior
advantage of the young women about
her, gave Rebecca an inexpressible
feeling of envy. “I am a thousand times
cleverer and more charming than most
of them, vyet everybody ignores me.”
She determined at any rate to change
her fate.

She took advantage of the means

of study that was offered to her and &%
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7 ~ went through the little course of ed-
" ucation considered necessary for young

ladies at those days. Her music she

practiced continuously, and one day
she was overheard to play a piece so
well that Miss Pinkerton thought she
could spare herself the expense of a
master for the juniors and told Miss
Sharp that she was to instruct them
in music. To the astonishment of the
headmistress, the girl refused. “I am
here to speak French with the chil-
dren .” Rebecca said, “not to teach
them music, and save mdney for you.
Give me money, and I will teach
them.” The lady was obliged to yield,
though she spoke of having nour-
ished a snake in her chest.

“There is no question of gratitude

between us,” was Rebecca’s answer.

“You took me because 1 was useful.

Give me a sum of money and get rid e
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7 of me, or, if you like better, get me
"~ a good place as governess in a noble-
man’s family.” As Miss Pinkerton

could not cancel her contract without
making some payment, she at last,
hearing that Sir Pitt Crawley’s family
was in want of a governess, actually
recommended Miss Sharp for the
post.

Thus the world began for these
two young ladies. Invited by the gen-
tle, tender—hearted Amelia, the only
person with whom she could have
some kind of friendship, Rebecca
was to stay with the Sedleys for ten
days before she took her new job.

Chapter II Joseph Sedley

%ing the two magnificent shawls
that Joseph Sedley had brought home ’
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for his sister Amelia from India and
learning that Joseph made decent
money as a tax collector in the East

India Company’s Civil Service and
yet remained single, Rebecca had a
good idea. “Why should I not marry
him? "she thought, “I have only ten
days, but there is no harm in trying.”
Joseph was a stout young man in
tall boots, with several immense neck-
cloths that rose almost to his nose.
He was twelve years older than his
sister and returned to Furope at this
time for the cure of a liver disease
he was suffering. He did not live
with his parents in London, but had
lodgings of his own. “He is very hand-
some,” whispered Rebecca to Ameli-
a, rather loud, at their first meeting.
The young man did hear it and was
immensely pleased, for he thought in

his heart that he was a very fine man. 4
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" “I must be very quiet,” thought Re-
" becca, “and very much interested in
India.” With this in mind, she ven-
tured to try a chili at dinner, which
was dreadfully hot and made her
suffer a lot.

As if to advance Rebecca’s plans,
Amelia had her brother arranged an
outing to Vauxhall. Rebecca’s real
chance came. On the evening appoint-
ed for the party, there came a thun-
derstorm and the young people were
obliged to remain at home. George
Osborne, godson of Mr. Sedley’s, was
also there. It had long been the hope
of both families that he and Amelia
would get married. Rebecca sang some
of her favorite songs, which touched
Joseph a lot and made him think how
delightful it would be to hear those
songs again, and what a remarkable

By

girl she was. This did not disturb his 4&f:
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