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FOREWORD

It is both an honour and a delight to be able to write a brief
note of introduction to Dr. Qingyu Pan’s fine book. I am espe-
cially pleased as Dr. Pan has been an honoured guest of the Imagi-
native Education Research Group in Vancouver, Canada for six
months during the academic year 2008/9. One aspect of his con-
tribution during this time has been to serve as an admirable
bridge, bringing to us greater understand of Chinese thinking
about education, and now, through this book, helping to make
some of our thinking better known within China.

It has long been obvious that learning is both easier and
more efficient when the learner’s imagination is engaged by what
is being taught. Some teachers have an intuitive ability to en-
gage their students’ imaginations, and we admire their great skill
as teachers as a result. But, in the past, we have tended to see
this great skill as almost a feature of some teachers’ personali-
ties, rather than as techniques that we can all learn to use, What
Dr. Pan's book explores is how we can better understand the
imagination and how it develops in students, and consequently
how we can use this knowledge to design new ways to teach that
routinely can engage the imagination and also the emotions of
learners.

One starting point is simply to observe what kinds of ac-
tivities spontaneously engage students’ imaginations —the games,
stories, TV shows, or movies that they enjoy. We can then ana-
lyze what it is about these forms that are crucial to engaging the
imagination. This is not to suggest that we should aim to make




our lessons more like games or stories or TV shows! What Dr.
Pan is showing in this book is something much deeper and more
important about the nature of students’ thinking at different ages
and also something more profound about how we can present
knowledge of any kind in ways that draw on the same sources of
imaginative engagement that we see used in a trivial way in
games, TV, and movies.

An underlying principle is to recognize that all the know-
ledge in the curriculum is derived from some human source-some-
one invented or discovered it for some reason, and in doing so
their imaginations and emotions were involved. That is, all
knowledge is a product of human hopes, fears, and passions. If
we hope to make it engaging and meaningful to students we need
to show it in the context of the hopes, fears, and passions that
give it living meaning. Too often we have allowed the curricu-
lum to seem rather dreary and dull to students, and consequently,
they do not find it engaging and so they do not learn efficiently.
By showing that all knowledge is tied up with human emotions
and imagination we can find new ways of making all the cur-
riculum interesting and engaging. Dr. Pan’s book is an excellent
introduction to this new way of thinking about the curriculum

and teaching.

Often we are used to either theoretical books in education,
or practical books. This book is both; it presents new and pow-
erful theories but also shows in details how those theories can
be put into practice in everyday classrooms.
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