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To the Learner

Welcome fo Confemporary Clinese/

Confernporary Chinese is a textbook designed for students whose native language is
English. The ultimate goal of this book is to develop the student’s ability to comprehend
and communicate in the Chinese language. Specifically, it provides training in the skills
of listening, speaking, reading, and writing Chinese.

The whole series consists of four volumes. You may work through the whole series
or use only the volumes of your choice.

The following are to be used together with the Textbook:

€ Exercise Book

€ Character Book (only for Volumes One and Two)

€ Audio and video materials

@ Teacher’s Book

This textbook:

% is concise, practical, authentic, and topical,

% is adaptable to the varied needs of different students,

% gives equal attention to listening, speaking, reading, and writing,

% guides your learning step by step.

After working through Volume Two, you should have a good command of 448 new
Chinese words and expressions, 316 new Chinese characters, 27 new grammar items,
and 44 new communicative function items. Together with the 325 Chinese words and
expressions, 244 Chinese characters, 22 grammar items, and 23 communicative function

items in Volume One, you will feel much more free to communicate in Chinese now.
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P.W.
T.W.
LW.

Pron.

Q.W.

D.V.
Op.V
Ad;.
Num.
M.W.
Adv.
Prep.
Conj.
Part.

S.

0.
Attrib.
Comple.
Adverbial
Pred.
V.0.

Chinese Grammar Terms

noun

place word
time word
location word
pronoun
question word
verb

direction verb
optative verb
adjective
numeral
measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle
subject
object
attributive
complement
adverbial

predicate

verb plus object

y ebock 70

mingci
chusudci
shijianci
fangweici

daici

yiwenci

dongci

qaxiang dongci .
néngyudn dongci
xingréngci

shuci

liingci

fuci

jieci

lidnci

zhuci

zhuyU

binyu

dingyu

blyu

zhudngyu
welyl
dongbinshi lihéci
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Stylistic Rules and Layout

W (N ditu map e, 1B
h AL & chizi giché taxi A5,

Both traditional and simplified characters are provided in the vocabulary and the
text. Here “3& /& ”“ s #2874 % "are in the simplified form while “3& B~ and “ih 484 &

are in the traditional form.

is the measure word for “3& B ", for example — 7k 3. B. (When the appropriate

measure word is 4, it is not indicated.)
RO 3B D F R N kiR 2
The number to the upper right of a word in the text indicates the number of the

word in the vocabulary list. A sentence printed in boldface indicates that it is one of the

model sentences for the text. Model sentences appear at the beginning of each lesson.

Ding Hainshéng a

T RAE: M RKTE,

Proper names, interjections and most of the modal particles are provided with pzzyzz

in the text, even when they do not appear in the vocabulary.
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List of Characters

We have already met the following people in Volume One:

E’-x*},
f ‘
Ay

Bdi Xidohdéng Widng Ying Jiang Shan Ma Li
g ¢, female, £ 3%, female, .5, male, 5 7, male,
Chinese Chinese-Canadian American Australian

Ding Hanshéng
T X %A, male,
Chinese, who was
sent to work here by

a Chinese company.




Jigke, & %, Jack, male,
Canadian,who is an employee in
an export company and often goes

to China on business.

And one more, currently in the UK.

Zhang Yudnyuan 7k @ B, female,
English of Chinese origin, Jiang
Shan’s girlfriend, a student at the

Eastern College in England.

Half a year later, Ma Li (% #)Wang Ying(Z%3), and Zhang Yudnyuan
(kB HE) came to China to continue their Chinese language studies at a university. The

students in the class come from several different countries:

Lial (2 ),
American male.

" Textbook Two



Tianzhong (& #), Jin Réongnan(4-%- ),

Japanese female. South Korean female.

They soon got to know a group of Chinese friends:

Gao Yiféi (& — %),
Chinese male, a university

graduate student,

Xido Zhang ( 4 7 ),Chinese
female, a university undergraduate

student, Liqi’s girlfriend,
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LV Xidoyl (4~ #), Chinese female,
an employee of a joint-venture
company, Ma Li’s colleague and
language partner, later married to
Ma Lj,

Chén Jing (M #),
Chinese female, Jack’s
language partner.
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Di-yi K& W0 Yigidn Yangguo Nidor
F—R A AW AR & 5L

Lesson One I’ve Raised Birds Before

W0 yiqgian yangguo hudr.
® & VW it L,

I’ve grown flowers before.

Yigidn buxing xianzdi kéyl le.
® VE X AT, IE TA T,

It was not permitted before, but now it is allowed.

Tingshud,ni yao qu Beijing le?
® Ag, W LW 17
I heard that you're going to Beijing. Is it true?

Yaoshi ni xidng qu dehua, wo péi ni yigi qu.
® & Kk B X #iE, X Bh—RE,

If you want to go, I can accompany you.
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