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Listening Strategy

A weak form is the pronunciation of a word or syllable in an unstressed manner. The use of
weak forms is a common and essential feature of spoken English. Articles, pronouns,
prepositions, adverbs, conjunctions and auxiliary verbs in English are usually not stressed in
speech except for emphasis. .

e.g.. I often 'take a nap in the 'afternoon and then 'take a walk in a 'nearby park.

(The words in italics are unstressed, i.e. weak forms; the words in boldface are stressed.)

In some cases, the use of the weak or strong forms can change the meaning of the sentence.
For example, in the sentence “John thinks that rose is beautiful’, whether “that” is stressed or
unstressed gives the sentence a different meaning:

1) John thinks that rose is beautiful.
This version of the sentence, with the weak form of that /8at/, means “John thinks all roses are
beautiful.”

2) John thinks 'that rose is beautiful.
This version of the sentence, with the strong form of that /dzt/, means “John thinks a specific
rose is beautiful.”

Task 1

Listening Practice

1. Directions: Listen to the following sentences, and pay attention to the pronunciation of
the underlined words. Choose the answer with the underlined words STRESSED and
think about the reason for the stress.

1) A) You should have used the conjunction “and” between the last two nouns.
B) Sit down and tell me all about it. '

2) A) She stood up and walked to the window.

B) Who were you speaking to?
3) A) I found what I was looking for.

‘B) If you’re looking for a bargain, try the local market.
4) A) I go to and from the station every day.

B) This is the kind of problem that we all have from time to time.



UNIT ONE
Traveling

5) A) There are some people waiting outside to see you.

B) Some people always get on my nerves.

. Directions: Listen to the following sentences twice and underline the unstressed words you
hear. Then read the sentences aloud, paying special attention to the weak forms.

1) A boatman wanted to cross a river.

2) He had to take with him a goat, a wolf and a basket of cabbage.

3) His boat was so small that he could take only one of them at a time.

4) “If I leave the wolf and the goat together, the wolf may eat the goat,” he said to himself.

5) What did the boatman do to solve the problem?

Task 11

Topic-related Listening

. Directions: Listen fo the passage and choose the best answers.
1) What is the best title for this article?
A) Travel Abroad
B) Change in Travel Plans
C) Travel
D) World Travel Guide
2) Which of the following words can ;
best describe the journeys in primitive 3
times? '
A) Long.
B) Tiring.
C) Dangerous.
D) All of the above.
3) Which of the following statements is
NOT true about modern traveling?

A) The purpose of today’s traveling is for the joy and excitement.
B) Modern traveling has become an effectively planned business.
C) Modern transportation makes traveling comfortable and secure.
D) Modern technology solves all the difficulties in traveling.

. Directions: Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions.
1) What are the reasons for the primitive people to travel?
a) They traveled to
b) They traveled to
c¢) They traveled to




2) How do modern people travel?

3. Directions: Listen to the passage and fill in the blanks with the missing information.

How to Weet People Wheon Traveling Alone

There are people who will be more interested in
making friends with native travelers. This usually
happens when you are taking an 1)

. You are more likely to meet 2)

from your own country. 3) i
. Introduce yourself and talk to them. Native travelers will have more to talk about
on 4) .
Cheap hotels, motels and Youth Hostels are places where you are 5)
to meet people traveling alone. Here people may prefer to get the 6)
and you will surely find similar travelers in the rooms. Talk to them and you will 7)
_on different things and some 8) , , too.

Part Two

Reading Comprehension

Reading Strategy

Guessing Word Weaning from Coontext (1)

English vocabulary is extensive. Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, for example,
contains 460,000 words. Yet an average person’s actual vocabulary is much smaller. Then what
should you do when encountering unknown words while doing fast reading? You’d better not stop



