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Abstract

In the history of Shinto, Ise Shrinne has been the focus of
attention because it enshrined and worshipped Amaterasu-ohmi-
kami, ancestor of Mikado. The Ise ritual in a broad sense refers
to worship of all gods enshrined by Ise Shrinne, among which
Amaterasuohmikami and Toyukenoohkami were the chief gods,

This thesis discusses worship of Ise among common people
in the Edo period. The thesis begins with the establishment of
Ise Shrinne and the development of the Ise Ritual in ancient
times. The Ise ritual was initially monopolized by Mikado, and
gradually spread to aristocrat, Samurai and common people, In
the Muromachi period, Onshi of Ise Shrinne and common people
formed a Shidan relationship on a family or village basis while
the Edo period witnessed an unprecedented nationwide expan-
sion.

Rituals of common worship vary significantly accordingly,
and are roughly divided into paying homage and organizing local
religious ceremonies. Paying homage includes Iseko, Okage-
mairi, and Nukemairi. Iseko in the countryside involves differ-
ent villages as a community. Women, children, and male peas-

ants and servants may Nukemairi whose wide spread gives rise
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to nationwide Okagemairi. Belief in Ise gods, temporary break
from daily routines, adventurous spirit and religious revelry
lead millions of people to Okage — mairi, as a result of which
disrespect for order and legends of a variety of gods and spirits
occur. Besides different ways of paying homage, common peo-
ple created various religious ceremonies, among which Shinmei-
sha enjoys popularity on a nationwide scale, and Okuwamatsuri
and Okageodori are representatives of typical local religious cer-
emonies,

All_these ceremonies indicate that the Ise ritual not only
grants commoners’ wish of material gains and happiness of this
life but also meets their needs of entertainment. Combined with
local cultures these down-to-earth activities have obtained sup-
port from every walk of life.

Contradictory to Japanese scholars’ proposition that com-
mon people emphasize worship of the agriculture god Toyukeno-
ohkami, this thesis advocates that commoners put more empha-
sis on Amaterasuohmikami: common people pray to this god for
material gain while thinkers of commoner origin regard Amater-
asuohmikami as state god, a symbol of royal prerogative. The
latter ideology existed among different classes in the Edo peri-
od, and consequently provided Mikado with a political basis,
the society with moral principles, and commoners with daily
concerns. The Ise ritual attracts the most wide-ranging believ-
ers, forms a cultural background for Samurai’s political power,

and has profound influence on Japan’s modern history.
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