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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts” Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF TIANJIN

« »

Tianjin, called “Jin” for short and with
alternative names Jingu, Jinmen, Gushang,
etc. is a municipality directly under the
Central Government. Located at the center of
the Circum-Bohai Sea Economic Circle,
Tianjin City is the largest coastal open city in
the northern part of China, the source region
of modern industry, and the ocean shipping
and industrial center in the northern part of
our country. It is situated in the northeastern
section of the North China Plain, adjacent to
the Bohai Sea in the east, with the coastline
153 kilometers long: based on Mount Yan in the north, the
terrain is high in the northeast and low in the southwest, the
back-land is vast, the five tributaries of the Haihe River
converge here, and it is also the point of intersection and
convergence of the two major railway lines of Beijing-
Shenyang, Tianjin- Shanghai, and the largest water and land
transportation hub and the economic center in north China,
playing an important pivotal role in the
internal and external cooperation and
exchange. Its natural resources are extremely
abundant, too: the sea salt output is the firstin
the whole country, and the reserves of Dagang
Oilfield and Bohai Oilfield are both very rich.
Currently, Tianjin City has 13 districts and 5
counties under its jurisdiction.

Tianjin's history can be traced back to the
Neolithic Age, when ancient people already
lived in the areas of Ji county and Baodi
county. During the last years of the Eastern
Han Dynasty, Cao Cao dug the water
conservancy projects of the Pinglu Canal here;
the Grand Canal dug during the Sui Dynasty
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runs south and north, this place has become
the important hub of the northern section of
the Grand Canal; after the middle period of
the Tang Dynasty, this place has also become
the port handling the river and land cargo of
grain and silk from the south to the north.
During the Jin Dynasty, Zhigu Zhai was
established, and during the Yuan Dynasty,
Haijin Town was established here, it was the
key military position and the tribute rice
transportation center. In the 2" year of the
Jianwen reign of the Ming Dynasty (1400),
Zhu Di, King of the Yan Kingdom led troups and passed
through Zhi Gu and crossed the river and went to southward
to conquer political power, after assuming the kingship, he
granted the name of Tianjin to this place, that is, the meaning
of the ferry of the son of the Heaven. In the 2" year of the
Yongle reign (1404), Wei (name of military establishment)
was formally established, and in the next year (1405), walls
were built to encircle the city. During the
Yongzheng reign of the Qing Dynasty, the Wei
was changed to a state, later was raised to a
prefecture. In the 26" year of the Guangxu
reign(1900) when the Eight-Power Allied
Forces once seized Tianjin, they demolished
the walls, and opened up four roads in the east,
west, south and north, forming the basic urban
setup of the modern Tianjin City proper. In
1928, the National Government of that time
established Tianjin as a special city. After the
founding of the new China in 1949, Tianjin
came under the jurisdiction of Hebei Province.
In 1967, it was raised to a municipality
directly under the Central Government.

(Northern Wei Dynasty)



In the two dynasties of Ming and Qing,
Tianjin as the gateway of the places near the
capital and the river and seca

characteristics of China. Of which what is
most characteristic is the urban architecture.
The city boasts both richly ornamented,

communications center, is the water and ~ elegant and simple ancient architecture and
land transportation hub of the southern and numerous novel unconventional western
northern cargo of tribute rice. salt, silk buildings. People usually call these western
fabrics, ete. thus spurring on the commercial, building “ small western-style buildings” .
cultural development of the city proper. % These structures not only fully contain the
After Tianjin was opened up as an open port contents of China's modern history but also
by the imperialist powers in 1860, under the have extremely high historic, artistic value.
stimulation of the Western capital, Tianjin's B (Ff) They not only have witnessed the history but
commodity economy and modern industry (TaS;:;;:J:;rsty) also are narrating the history to people.

began to develop on a large scale, and the

city also expanded accordingly. After the

reform and opening up, Tianjin's economic

construction and social undertakings have achieved an all-
round development, it has become an important
comprehensive industrial base and commerce, trade and
finance center of the north.

The unique urban development course of Tianjin has caused
collision and blending of the water transport of grain route
culture and external sea route culture, and has also made
Tianjin become a historic and cultural famous city with
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The Intangible Cultural Heritage in China
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World Cultural Heritage

Tianjin's tourist resources are rich, such as

the Ten Scenes of Jinmen, the Ji County's

Mount Panshan: No.l1 Mount to the East of
Beijing. the Great Wall at Huangya Pass, the newly
developed Haihe River Sightseeing Zone and the Binhai
Sightseeing Tourist Resort.
In the new historic period, the Tianjin people, brimming with
enthusiasm and high morale, dare to advance, and strive to
build Tianjin into a modernized international port
metropolitan and important economic center around the Bo
Sea.
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TIANHOU PALACE
Tianhou Palace(Queen Palacy) is located on the west bank of the Sancha
River mouth where the Grand Canal meets the Haihe River, it is regarded
as the starting point of Tinajin culture popularly known as “ Palace of
Goddess” . This palace is one of the Three Mazu Temples in China: the
other two are the Meizhou Mazu Témple of Putian, Fujian, and the
Beigang Chaotian Palace of Taiwan. Its construction first started in the 3%
year of the Taiding reign of the Yuan Dynasty (1326). Originally. it served
as a place where the boatmen offered sacrifices to sea gods and
concubines ‘01' Heaven, held thanking- Gods performances,. gatherings

and recreations. In 1985, it was opened up as a folk customs museum
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BRLT] Lingxing Gate

first constructed in the 1" year
of Zhengtong period of the
Ming Dynasty (1436), and later
underwent reconstructions and
expansions in the following
Ming and Qing Dynasty
During the Yongzheng reign of
the Qing Dynasty, both Tianjin
city and Tianjin county set
administration offices in the
city, so the ecast side of the
temple belonged to the city
temple, while the west side

belonged to the county temple.
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CONFUCIAN TEMPLE

Located inside the East Gate of the old city, it is a well preserved ancient

architectural complex with the largest scale in the city proper. The hall was
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JADE EMPEROR TOWER
Located in north of Tianhou Palace in the northeastern corner, and built in the oH
year of Xuande reign of the Ming dynasty (1427) , it is the largest Taoist
temple in Tianjin city proper. In the temple, the Qingxu Tower, its main
architecture, is the oldest wood structure high construction existing in the city
proper. In the upper storey, a bronze statute of the God of Heaven is worshipped. In
the surroundings there are winding corridors where one can enjoy distant views of

the city.
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GREAT COMPASSION BUDDHIST TEMPLE

Located in the middle section of Tianwei Road, it is a national
key Buddhist temple, consisting of the east and west
compounds. The west compound was built in the 15" year of
the Shuzhi reign of the Qing dynasty (1658), the ecast
compound was built during the reconstruction in 1943
Because a 3.6 meters high statue of Goddess of Mercy is
enshrined and worshiped here, it is called as Great
Compassion Compound. In the Great Compassion Compound,
hundreds of bronze, iron, stone and wood Buddhist figures
from Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasties to Ming and
Qing Dynasties are preserved.f Earthly Tranquility as its
center, the inner living yard is the place for the feudal emperor

and his empress and concubines to live in
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