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6 A Study of the Artifacts Recovered from Xishishan (Xishi Hill) Site, Shaoxing

Liu Kan

Abstract: In recent decades, Xishishan Site, Shaoxing, has yielded 500 to 600 artifacts of Spring and
Autumn Period and Warring States Period. Shaoxing Museum collected more than 200 items including
bronze, iron, proto-porcelain, and pottery. The most important part is various well-produced bronze
objects, comprising ritual vessels, agricultural tools and weapons. The iron artifacts evidenced that iron
metallurgy had already emerged in Yue State around the middle period of Warring States Period, and
suggested the progress in handicraft industry and productive forces. This finding proves that Xishishan
is a significant site of Yue State.

Key words: Xishishan (Xishi Hill), Yue State, bronze artifact, iron artifact

A Primary Summary of Recoveries of Real Objects of King Asoka Tower Model
Li Yuxin

Abstract: The King Asoka tower model is a Buddhism cultural heritage characteristic of Zhejiang
local worship. It proves the fact that Qian Chu, the king of Wuyue State at the end of Five Dynasties
and Ten Kingdoms Period, faithfully worshiped Buddhism throughout his life. The inscriptions on
the tower models document that it was in AD 955 (Yimao) and AD 965 (Yichou) that Qian Chu
conducted two massive manufactures of tower models particularly for storing Buddhism ashes (sarira)
and Buddhism sutras. The real objects of King Asoka tower model are mainly recovered from the
Buddhism towers in the territory of ancient Wuyue State. The iron King Asoka tower models recovered
from the underground chambers of Buddhism towers in Dingzhou, Hebei and Dengzhou, Henan might
be relevant to Qian Chu’s two visits to the capital city. Furthermore, most of the unofficially replicated
King Asoka tower models, in terms of the date inscriptions on them, belong to Five Dynasties Period
and Song Dynasty. All of the tower models produced in Five Dynasties and a large proportion of those
produced in Song Dynasty were unearthed within the territory of Wuyue State.

Key words: King Asoka tower model, real object, recovery, sorting out
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