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The city of Heshan is located in the South Central Part of Guangdong Province at the lower reaches of the West River (Xi-Jiang), bordering on
Gaoming City in the north and on Xinxing County in the west, next to Xinhui City in the south east and Kaiping City in the south west, with Nanhai City
to its north-east, facing each other across the West River,

Tracing back to its history, Heshan was first established as a county early in 1732 AD (The tenth-year during the reign of Emperor Yongzhang in
the Qing Dynasty). The County Seat of Heshan was Hecheng (the town of the crane), which was named after a mountain to its north that looks very
much like a crane. Since the year 1913, just one year after the downfall of the Qing Empire, Shaping Town has become the new County Seat. After
the founding of the People's Republic of China, Heshan and its neighboering county Gaoming were merged and separated twice. When they were
merged, they were called Gache County. At the end of 1981. Gache County was separated again and the organizational system of each county was
restored respectively. Since then, Heshan has been under the jurisdiction of Jiangmen City. On November 8 1993, Heshan was officially approved by
the State Council to change its status from a county to a city, which today covers a land area of 1,108.3 square kilometers with a population of 340,000
and 280,000 fellow countrymen living abroad and in Hongkong and Macau, spreading over 38 countries and regions in the world. Therefore, Heshan
is known as one of China's important hometowns of Overseas Chinese.

Located in the "Small Triangle® area of the Pearl River Delta; Heshan is the hub of water & land transportation in central Guangdong, with the
National High-way No. 325 and Provincial Jiangmen-Zhaoging Highway criss-crossing the city, intersecting the Foshan-Kaiping Expressway (under
construction) and Guangzhou Zhuhai Railway (The construction of which will begin soon) at the north-east part of Shaping. The waterway distance
between Heshan Port and Guangzhou is only 40 nautical miles and it is 93 nautical miles away from Hongkong, 63 nautical miles away from Macau,

Since the implementation of the policy of reform and opening to the outside world, Heshan has been following its own way of “rejuvenating the
city through industry” focusing on economic construction and attracting foreign investors by means of preferential policies to establish enterprises. In
devoting its major efforts to develop expont-oriented economy, Heshan relies on advanced technology to promote production efficiency. It also acts as
an intermediary tor introducing foreign capital and establishing domestic connections to set up new construction projects. As a result, a number of
large scale industrial enterprises with good economic returns have been put into operation. An industrial system covering textiles, garment-
manufacturing, building materials, mechanical & electric products, automobile. machinery, paper-making, chemical industry. plastics, food-
processing toy-making, kitchenware, printing etc. has been formed.

In agricultural production, an export-oriented agriculture of high yield, high quality, and high returns is also shaping up gradually. In the
meantima, finance and commerce, foreign trade, science & technology, education, culture, overseas Chinese affairs, foreign affairs, urban
construction, medical and health care and sports are flourishing. In the year 1995 Heshan City has entered the rank of 100 most powerful counties,
placing 52 in it.

With the fast development of economy, the infrastructural facilities in the city have been improved. A transportation network linking up all parts
of the province has been formed, post and telecommunication services network has been fitted out with modem equipment. The water and power
supply industries together with the living facilities for urban and rural inhabitants have also been developed simultaneously.

Heshan City is rich in natural resources and tourism resources as well. Da yan Mountain (The Wild Goose Mountain) and Mashan (The Horse
Mountain) have been turned into picturesque scenic spots. Tungpo Pavillion Park and the Crane Lake Resort also attract the sight-seers to linger on
with their charming sceneries.
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The Change of Official Status from a County to a City
Ushering in a New Epoch for Heshan
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On October 8, 1993 Heshan was approved by the State Council to change its
status from a county to a city. The establishment of a city is really a great event to the
Heshan people, marking the beginning of a new period of the history of Heshan,
predicting its ascent in the domains of politics, economy and culture.
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The brilliant achievements of Heshan
City in attaching equal importance to both
economic development and ideological and
cultural advancement have become the
focus of the people's attention. The name of
Heshan becomes more and more well
known. Some leading comrades of the
central and provincial authorities have
inspected Heshan City successively and e :
noted its progress. : ‘
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