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Abstract

Da Ming Hui Dian is a historical book with the institution style
dealing with the political system in the whole Ming Dynasty specially.
The social background of its birth includes the following elements: the
social development in the early and middle period of Ming Dynasty, the
establishment and division on the dominating status of neo-Confucianism
and the activities on the states compilation of the historical books.

This book was compiled, written subsequently, and recomplied in
the years of Hongzhi, Jiajing, and Wanli of Ming Dynasty in succession.
Hui Dian in Hongzhi$ reign consists of one hundred and eighty volumes,
keeping the record of the events from the beginning of Hongwus reign to
the fifteenth year of Hongzhis reign; After some preparation, led by
some grand academicians such as Xufu, Liujian etc. , the writing of Hui
Dian in Hongzhi$ reign began in March the tenth year of Hongzhi; it was
completed in the fifteen year of Hongzhi but wasn "t printed and
published ; after being revised by Li Dongyang and some others in the
fourth year of Zhengde, it was printed and published in the sixth year of
Zhengde.

The subsequent compilation of Hui Dian in Jiajing ‘s reign was
divided into two periods; from the seventh year to the twenty-third year
of Jiajing, Zhangcong, Guie, the grand academicians were in charge of
its compilation; from the twenty-fourth to the twenty-ninth year of

Jiajing , Yansong and Xuzan and some other grand academicians were the
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general responsible officers. The whole book was made up of more than
two hundred volumes but it wasnt printed and published.

Hui Dian in Wanlis reign comprises two hundred and twenty-eight
volumes. From the fourth year to the fifteen year of Wanli, under the
emperor’s order, Zhang juzheng, Sheng shixing and some other people
began to recompile on Da Ming Hui Dian. The best existing versions of
Hui Dian in Hongzhi at home or abroad that the author has found so far
contain three kinds of incomplete copies and two kinds of photostat
copies; as for Hui Diap in Wanlis reign, there are eight kinds of good
versions, six kinds of ordinary ancient books and eight kinds of photostat
copies.

The book bears the characteristics of the historical works with the
institutional regulation style. Inheriting the writing style of Zhou Li,
Tang Liu Dian, and Yuan Dian Zhang, developing and evolving
further, it has formed the basic structure of taking the six ministries as
the key line and addressing respectively the function of all the sections in
the central government along with the events, the ancient official
clothing, the rituals and the illustrations as well, also it shares the
writing style and the stylistic features in which the language is plain and
the writing manner coincides with the convention by adopting many
different kinds writing methods such as narrating, annotating, illustrating
and mutually explaining. Its compiling sequence is like this: the civil
institutions from below Zongrenfu are arranged in order of Six Ministries
( Board of Personnel, Ministry of Revenue, Ministry of Rites and
Ceremonies, Ministry of War, Board of Punishment, Board of Works) ;
as for the martial institutions, their duties and responsibilities are
illustrated - according to their classification from below the official
residence for Military Governor. Being placed behind all the institutions

in Beijing, the institutions in Nanjing are not listed as a single category;
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any different institution will be arranged as an independent category and
made an explanation.

The scale of the book is massive and its content is comprehensive.
In this book the unique characteristic is mainly embodied in the following
contents such as the administrative system from the central government to
the local sections of Ming Dynasty, the social economical system such as
the market management, the imperial examination system together with
the schooling system, the military system and the supervising system
which are incorporated in the category of the imperial examination
system;

Da Ming Hui Dian has rich and complex connotation, which mainly
contains orthodox ideas, absolute imperial power thoughts, and
hierarchical thoughts in the political realm; it can be represented in the
farmland ideology, the event-based notion, and the revenue reforming
thoughts in terms of the economical domain; besides, the book embodies
the unique social assistance thoughts of providing for the aged and taking
good care of the injured and the family of those killed in the country
service; ideology of criminal laws such as the combination between the
education and punishment, the alternate application of rites and criminal
laws, the emphasis on the compilation of the institution and the
management of the officials, the appropriateness of the alternate
utilization from the emotional persuasion to the legitimate punishment as
well.

Not only has this book had a significant influence on the society in
Ming Dynasty, also the source of the historical data is reliable and the
content of the historical data is comprehensive, which can supplement
the missing of the record on the document institution in the history of
Ming Dynasty, as well as correct the mistake in recoding some other

document institutions in the history of Ming Dynasty. As a result it is an
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important source of the historical material in compiling the history of
Ming Dynasty. In addition, because of its unique status in the history of
Historiography the book has made an effect on Post-Jin period, Qing
Dynasty, even the current society. It has an irreplaceable academic
value and theoretical significance for doing some research work on the
history of Ming Dynasty, as well as the positive function of being used for

reference in the current society.

Key Words: Da Ming Hui Dian; Ming Dynasty; the institution

system; the state regulation style
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