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preface

This material is designed for travelers coming to Chi-
na. It starts from boarding the plane, going all along with
hotel, shopping, restaurant, traffic, sightseeing, going back
home, etc. Learners will soon master these expressions
which are especially useful for foreign travelers in China.

This material includes Chinese pronunciation, every-
day phrases, situational conversations, and commonly-used
vocabulary, progressing step by step. Applying the most
advanced multimedia technology, this material is interac-
tive and full of fun. It is suitable for self-taught starters.

Having finished the course, language obstacle of the
tour will be removed. Besides, it also lays the foundations
for further study of Chinese.
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The phonetic unit of Chinese pronunciation is the syll-
able, one syllable corresponds to one Chinese character. A
Chinese phonetic syllable is consisted of three parts:
initials, finals and tones. For example, md, m is the initial,
a is the final, -is the tone. The corresponding character is

3

Chinese Pronunciation
SYEALL ANt EalYallat LallallalfattaltatPattatd

4% (mother).
1. Alphabet
Aa|Bb |Cc|Dd|Ee|Ff [Gg{Hh| li | Jj | Kk| LI |Mm
Nn 0o | Pp| Qq| Rr|Ss |Tt [Uu| Vv |Ww Xx Yy |Zz
2. Initials
b m f d t n
| g k h j X
zh ch sh r z c s
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3. Finals
There are 35 finals in Chinese language.

a o] e i u a

Qi ei ao | ou

ico| iu uai | ui

ia ie te ua uo

an| en | ian | in |uan { un | Gan | Un

ang | eng | iang | ing |uang |ueng | ong | iong
4. Tones

In Chinese the variation of a syllable’s pitch may
distinguish the meaning, e.g. m&i % (to buy) and
md £ (to sell). There are four tones in Chinese,
and they are expressed respectivelyby - . « « .

tone characteristics of
category tone mark the tones examples
: : zhong
high level ) starting high and
keeping level (middle)
. . . hud
rising - nsmgtg(l);in 1r:nddle #
g (splendid)
falling and . falling first then wéi
rising rising (great)
fallin ~ staring high and X
g falling abruptly (big, huge)




e.g.:
ma md ma ma
e ) 3 5 )3
mother hemp horse scold

5. Rules for Chinese Phonetics

(1) The final i after z, ¢, s or zh, ch, sh, r is not
pronounced as [i], instead, it should be pronou-
nced as -i[1] or -i[7].
For example, si ¥, shi &, ri B . They sound
like the prolonged friction of the initials, and the
voiceless sounds become voiced sounds. Please
pay attention to the pronunciation of i at these
cases.

Practice the following pronunciation:

mi ar fi
qr X1
yd) cl

(2) © When a final started with (i is preceded by j,
g, X , the two dots above are dropped. That
is the u after j, g, x should not be pronoun-

3]

ced as U but (] instead.
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ju qu xd
4) W i
sentence tune must

@ The two dots above U should be kept if it
follows n and .

nd 18
+* 2
female a surname

(® When there is no initial before the final (), we
add the quasi-initial y before and meanwhile
remove the dots.

dan— yudn  yudn yudn yudin

H 2] iz &

deep garden @ far wish
U— vyi ya yu yu
#t & 5} g

stasis  fish rain meet

(3) The finals in the form of ju, ui and un are actually

iou, uei, uen. Please pay attention to their pro-
nunciations.
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nid shu! han
Es * &
cow water faint

(4) When tone mark needs to be added above i, the
dot above should be removed.
pial dixi bl sl
WA, J&. 48 b4 Fo L
temper ins and outs proportion private-run

(5) When a syllable beginning with a, o, e follows
another syllable, the dividing mark () should
be used.
Xr’an
% %
Xi’an City

(6) When there is no initial before a compound final
started with | in a syllable, we change i into the
quasi-initial y.
ico—  yao yéo y&o y&o

i 2 # &3 %

waist shake Dbite want
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LX)

If there is no other finals, we need to add y
before i.

=yt yi yi yi
— £ VA 2
one doubt with  easy

(7) When there is no initial before a final started with
u, and there is other final behind, u needs to be
changed into w.
uan—wan  wan wan wan

i % B 7
bend finish late ten thousand

And if there is no other final behind, w should be
added before u.
u— wi wd wil wi

Y3 x g #

house without five object

(8) The syllables standing for one phrase should be
grouped together in spelling.

shijie ditd
RS ¥ B
world map



A space is needed between two words.

X1 yifu kén didnshi
%k RIR A B
wash clothes watch TV

Capitalize the initial letter of a propér noun. Ifthe
proper noun is made up of several words, all the
initial letters of these words should be capita-

lized.
Zhonggud Hanyt Falankefa
T E i 2 7%
China Chinese Frankfurt

In spelling people’s names, there should be a
space between the first name and the surname.
Capitalize the initial letters of both parts. No
dividing mark is required between the first
name and the surname of a foreigner’s name.

Deng Xidoping Fulénkelin Ludsifu
RNF T Lk FHAE
Deng Xiaoping Franklin Roosevelt

6. Exercises on Phonetics
baba m&imdan fangfa pidnpdng
=& £ % 7 ik T4
daddy satisfactory  method radical

Y



HBERS

daodé tudntf
i f& H 4k
moral group
gaigé kangkdi
HE i
reform generous

xingxiang zhénzheng

% A iE
image true
réngrén cangcu
% Eo 3
tolerant haste
sbusud ' anweén
HE 3
search stable
shanshut
NP8

mountain and water

niundi
]
milk

jigjué
3

solve

zZuizé
R

crime

hdi’ou

i

sea-gull

fang’ i

%5 55

hinder

liah
A

fluent

qiaqgido
5
accidentally

hudnghan
* &
dusk

chudchudn
BF

expose

angydng
]

high spirited




a % A&
Everyday Phrases

AL A E A YAl LalZalPal at¥al tattaly

. A 3F

~Nin h&o!

How are you?
AR ER

Nimen hd&ol
How are you?
L
Z&oshang hdo!
Good morning!
. P
Zhongwii hdo!
Good noon!

. B E4F
Wdanshang hdo!
Good evening!
CRE R
Hudnyfing guangifn!

Welcome!
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9.

10.

11.

12,

13.

14.

wBRB®

7.

i k!
Huanying zdi lGi!

Hope you will come again!

!

Qing!

Please!

CE:

Qing jin!

Come in, please!
WA

Qing zuod!

Sit down, please!

Qing wen...

May I ask...
B

Zaijian!

Goodbye!

BRI

Mingtian jian!

See you tomorrow!
—£ILRY

Yihuir jian!

See you soon!




