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Abstract

During past 5000 years history of civilization, our
' Chinese ancestor created and accumulated a refulgent
cultural heritage. In this historical cultural heritage, it
was valuable and occupied an important status that
Chinese ancient social security thought and the practicing
of social security policy and system.

Up to now, lots of academicians have not been able
to give the enough attention to Chinese ancient social
. security thought and the practicing of social security policy
and system. At least in domestic academic circles,
although there has already published several kinds of
related writings in recent years and has obtained the
certain achievement, but nobody wrote a systemic,

_ comprehensive literature that research the Chinese ancient
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social security thought and the practicing of social security policy and
system. It, have to say, is a big regret, compare with the research
results of Chinese ancient philosophy, history, literature, art, science
and technology, medicine and so on.

Indeed, research modern social security thought, policy and system
is, perhaps, more significant to the contemporary practice significance
and is more worth regarding. But, the value of ancient social security
thought, policy and system is also need not “vindication” , existence in
possible. Cannot cut off the history, it’s a historical general knowledge,
should be really supposed to become the recognition in today’s academic
circles. Our everybody should joint effort: “Lets the dry springhead
restore spurts wells up, lets the thing manner which was put behind by
the person understand that, lets the reincarnation which died come back
to life, lets historical the perpetual flow again flow. ”

This article certainly incapably undertakes such heavy responsibility
that mentioned above. But, related Chinese ancient social security
thought and the practicing of social security policy and system, do some
foundational work, such as deskwork, should be the article goal. The
time scope that this article studies, is a long historical period that
starting from the beginning of civilization age to 1840.

Chinese ancient social security thought, policy and system were
taken the natural economy (or agricultural economy) as the foundation
and formed at ancient society, so, some contents inevitably adapted to
the natural economy. Obviously, there must have the contradiction with
the modern social economy life, it needn’t to evade the subject. But,

the history is each generation takes turn in turn, each generation using
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all the material, the fund and the productive forces which leaves behind
from the generation before; As a result of this reason, on the one hand,
each generation is continuing to be engaged in older generation’s activity
under the conditions that completely changed; on the other hand,
changes the old conditions through the activity that totally changed. The
precious inheritance that ancestor stays behind, we must profit from,
also must transform. That’s the courage, wisdom and spirit which facing
the history should have. We believe, between the traditional culture and
the modern culture, there must have the communication way. So,
lucubrating and understanding the Chinese ancient social security
thought, policy and system could also have the positive significance for
contemporary China’s society and economical development.

In ancient age, the highest ruler (emperor), take the emperor as
representative, provided to the subjects some certain social security
treatments. Carrying up the Chinese history, we may see, since
recordation by word, the social security policies and measures are one of
the most important contents in historical records; providing the social
security treatment for the subjects is also one important responsibility for
the highest ruler and also all levels of government authorities. In other
words, providing for the subjects the social security is an important
function of the ancient government. The ancient ruler provided the social
security treatment for the subjects based on two thoughts:

First, Heaven awards the emperor rights; the emperor undertakes
providence. Whatever through demise the throne to obtain the political
power, through inherits or through the war, even the plot, the emperor,

no one except, impetrates the heaven blessing and asylum to ensure his
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dominion run in the family. He believes the heaven choices him be
emperor in millions of people, the power is granted by heaven — heaven
award the emperor rights; He must act according to heaven’s decree to
be able to preserve owned political power — the emperor undertakes
Providence. Once an emperor obtained the dominant which the heaven
gives, should create the basic environment for people living, otherwise
he violates heaven decree, must be punished!

Second, the relation between emperor and the subjects is both
opposite and unitive. By political view, they are the ruler and the ruled;
by economical view, they are the public sector ( payment of taxes levying
and public resource controller) and the private sector ( payment of taxes
paying and private resources controller). Between them, there inevitably
has competition both the political and economical. The implementation of
social security policies and measures is a result which emperor and
subjects compete. Harmonious development, peace, is a balance point
which emperor and subjects compete. As long as peaceful, emperor and
subjects will have the same feeling — nothing worried. So, peace becomes
the balance point that unifies emperor and subjects. Whatever the
motivations of emperor protect subjects are in dread of heaven, or
revolution, emperor must push the society to more peaceful on his own
initiative. This is also a theory in the modern sociology, so — called “the
society safe operation control”. It is the rationale that ruler provides the
social security treatment for the subjects. As a mandatory provision, the
government officials had to, especially since the Northern and Southern
Dynasties which performed the nine grades of rank in the feudal regimes

and Sui and Tang Dynasties with imperial civil - service examination
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system, be familiar with classical works (such as The Four Books and
The Five Classics?) and that made the “benefit populace” thought not
only being taken root into the constitutor of national policy system, but
also taken root into the performer of national policy system, this is
guaranteed the highest ruler may carry out the social security thought.

The social security is a definition which appears in modern world.
How to define the research scope, itself is a question which should
study. If according today’s social security system to proof ancient
history, at least it should include the ancient social relief, the social
cares for the aged population, the medical care, the women and children
cares, the unemployment benefits, the special pension plan for
serviceman and so on.

First, disaster relief. The disaster social relief refers to the social
help to members who falls into the temporary difficult position because of
the natural disaster. In ancient times, the natural disaster was
completely huge risk that cannot resist depends upon individual strength
especially for the people who take the agriculture as the main production
or take the homemade unit as the main production. What the government
provided to the recipients include: financial support for the people who
evades the disaster or organizing the people moving to other areas to
evade the disaster; exemption from duty for the people who suffered by

disaster; providing food, clothes and money to the poorest people;

@ The Four Books are: The Great Learning, The Doctrine of the Mean, Confucian
Analects and The Works of Mencius. The Five Classics are: The Book of Songs, The Book of
History, The Book of Rites and The Spring and Autumn Annals.



6 FHEEAHLSREFI

providing low interest or interest—free loan to people who restores the
production after the disaster.

Second, poverty relief. The poverty relief refers to the social
economical help to members who sinks into the difficult position because
of various reasons. In any time, in any society, there are always some
members who are at the poor condition temporarily or for a long time
because of various reasons; they are weak community in society.
Although existences of these people is more safe to the society compare
with the community turbulence because of natural disaster, but how
much attention society pay to weak community is reflected the humanity
is progressive or negative, and the civilized degree, it’s also reflected
the effective degree that the social affair manages, and reflected
consciousness degree that the social management organization adjusts
political and economical relations between the different social classes
member. The government relief in ancient times focused on the social
members in widow, widowed, orphaned, alone, old, poor, illness,
sickness and dies. Generally, government established an agency carries
on the poverty relief, the treatments such as maintenances for food ,
clothes, residence and medical service.

Third, the aged population cares. The aged population cares refers
to the elders living treatment. The respect and cares for elders is

important symbol of human civilization, also is the most important

- tradition which China maintains. Although ancient persons had the

design for thought and system of elders social care, but there was a huge
and long-standing difference between governor and subjects in history.

Ancient government provided the higher level old—age pension to the



