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PREFACE

Being able to determine the natural or synthetic origin, or the treated condition, of
a gemstone is a vital skill for anyone involved in the gemstone industry. Whilst
other testing procedures are often needed, one of the most useful identification
techniques is by making knowledgeable observations through a microscope. The
knowledge required to assess these observations correctly may usually be gained
only through the examination of large numbers of natural, synthetic and treated
stones. In realizing the difficulties most people would have in obtaining sufficient
examples to examine, Lai Tai-An in this new book has taken the view that a sin-
gle picture speaks a thousand words. In doing so he has produced an invaluable
reference and learning volume for anyone interested in gemstone inclusions as a

means to identification.
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PREFACE

At the Gemological Institute of America, we were pleased to receive a press proof
of a magjor portion of a new book devoted mainly to identification by way of inclu-
ston studies of gemstones and synthetics. Judging by the quality of the illustra-
tions it would appear that since his graduation from GIA in 1989, that Mr. Lai
Tai-An has been perfecting his photomicrography and has been making a very
careful study of the interior of gemstones.

Because of the fact that the text is in Chinese and we have not seen a translation,
our commentary is of necessity limited to the excellent photomicrographs as
shown in the printed material that has been received. If the text is as accurate and
revealing as the photographs, it would appear that Tai-An Lai’s work will be

very worthwhile for those who read Chinese.
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