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Introdnction

This story takes place in Spanish California during the first part of
the 1800’s. The word “Zorro” means fox ! in Spanish. The story of
Zorro is an old legend from Spanish California.

¥ " -y

gt

= F] Camino Real.

1. fox:h\



Here are some words from the story. Many of them are
Spanish.

presidio

BE

friar
(Cm

patio

FERr

senorita

senor
/N

SedE

sombrero
ban g

& hacienda
ANER

10




CHAPTER ONE

A ,Qtormy (/V ight

eina de Los Angeles (see map on page 9) is a Spanish
village in southern California.
In the village there is a military ! presidio with
Spanish soldiers and their horses. There is also a
Spanish church called a mission. The Spanish friars live here. All
around the village there are big homes with patios.

Tonight there is a terrible storm and it is raining. Inside the
village tavern? there are soldiers and other men. They are eating
and drinking. Sergeant? Pedro Gonzales is at the tavern. He is a
big, strong man.

“What a horrible night! It always rains in February. Where is
Zorro on this stormy night?” asks one soldier.

“Zorro! Don’t say that name! He is a bandit* and a criminal,”
says Sergeant Gonzales.

1. military : EAH > EHH - 3. sergeant: i+t o
2. tavern : /Nl JE o 4. bandit : +BE > B -

11
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“He is the terror! of southern California,” says another soldier.

“People say that he takes from the rich and gives to the poor.
He is a friend of the natives 2 and the friars. He punishes
dishonest people,” says an old man.

“Ha! Zorro is a big mystery. Who is he? Where is he from? He
wears a black mask and no one can see his face. He travels on the
El Camino Real ? on his fast horse. He is very good with his
sword,” says the Sergeant.

“Yes, and he leaves his mark—the Z—everywhere,” says the
old man.

“No one can stop him. The Governor* of California offers a big
reward ® for the capture ¢ of Zorro,” says one soldier.

1. terror : i © 4. Governor : BB
2. mnatives: HHIA 5. reward : {4 -
3. El Camino Real : [HhnF|#E e A4 i — 6. capture : i3 o

FKEA (BT -
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lﬁ A Srormy Vight Fw!

At that moment a man enters the tavern. He is young and
handsome. He has black hair and dark eyes. He has fine clothes.

“Don ! Diego Vega, my friend!” says Sergeant Gonzales. “Your
clothes are wet. Why are you out on this rainy night?”

Don Diego smiles and says, “I am going home, but I am cold
and wet. I want something to drink.”

7

“Come and stand near the fire,” says the Sergeant. “Here is a
glass of wine.”

“Thank you, my friend,” says Don Diego.

“We are talking about Zorro. Everyone is scared 2 of him, but I
am not! I am ready to fight Zorro and win! I am a champion 3 with the
sword. What do you think, Don Diego?” asks the Sergeant.
“Everyone talks about this mysterious 4 man with a mask. Many
people say good things about him,” says Don Diego.

“I want to fight him and capture him! I want the big reward,”
says Sergeant Gonzales.

“No, no! Don’t talk about fighting. I hate fighting and I hate
violence °. I think Zorro is sincere. He punishes only bad people.
He protects the poor, the natives and the friars. Let Zorro do his
work,” says Don Diego.

“You are a kind man. You like music and poetry. You don’t
understand, my friend. You are rich and noble,” says the Sergeant.

Don Diego smiles and says, “It’s 6 p.m. I must return to my
hacienda. Good night everyone.” He opens the tavern door and
goes out into the rain.

1. Don: (W¥EFE - T AZETHAERR) Je4: - 4. mysterious : fIFLHY o
2. scared : EBIFMH o 5. violence : B17 ©
3. champion : fEEFH
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

Read Chapter 1 again and fill in the gaps. Use the words in the
mask to help you.

wears bandit

leaves friend southern good

takes travels

gives

) BOPPO ARG sl inens iaiow o sishts and a criminal.

b. [He ds the tePPoR 01" oo ivee.ssharisseses California.

(R R e from the rieh and ..i.ake .. .. to the poor.
d. He 18 8 ccovicissisiosdnasios. of the natives and the friars.

0 HO iooiiliomniidnsimenas a black mask.

£ Hiel it s on the El Camino Real.

8 | HB . e ssdnessys his mark—the Z—everywhere.

0 Answer these questions about Don Diego Vega.

a. Is he an old man?

b. What does he look like?
c. What does he wear?

d. What does he like?

e. Does he like Zorro? Why?
f. Is he poor?

14



What are their nationalities?
Complete the table below. You can use a dictionary to help you.

COUNTRY NATIONALITY
Spain Spanish
Branee L T f T o ooane ke
..................... Italian
sl e s SR
Germany - | = .oosaaimees
..................... English

Look at the example and write similar sentences.

Carmen is from Madrid. She is Spanish.

a. Paolo lives in Rome.

e. You and your friends are from Berlin.

15



o What’s the weather like?
Match the weather words with the pictures.

stormy
foggy
windy
sunny
SNoOwWy

cloudy

rainy

Look at the example and then complete the sentences.

Stay at home! It’s a stormy night.

A lcanttiisee N tIeEROaTHll & i cass pitbed cos s oo Rt AT < vlove o ot bis sioie mrm wibieioficn e
b Putlyvour sUnglaBg8oR IOTLl " . . i e oo s s tisbbiosatan biaissh oiois s somisisosiasioresia
e Whorerane SIaER s R P 0l LI T sy sl st Biharete lassts sivisieis s olererwresstoialual sl

A Letian Bl ouE I RRRI Sl il s, e b smwme et Bmasiasia vis sivieis st st Sisialaielalle

e. Take your umbrella! It’s a
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