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PRELUDE

The housing construction is an important starting point of modern urban construction. In a great
extent, it reflects the development level of that city and is a focused epitome of the city construc-
tion. The housing construction of different eras in a city distinctively marks the different develop-
ment stages of the city.

Undoubtedly, the housing construction of Shanghai reflects the historical course of the sociale-
conomic development and urban construction. Browsing this album, we may feel the progressive
pace of the housing construction and urban development of Shanghai. For those areas set up in
1950's, they seemed to be too simple and crude from the modern point of view, however, for those
who experienced the period when all tasks were waiting for revival and so many difficulties and ob-
stacles were confronting to us in the start age, those constructions were really great
achievements. They coagulated wisdom of the decision makers and hardship of the developers at
that time, which are not inferior to any period followed. 1980’'s is a period when the housing con-
struction quickly developed in Shanghai. There were great improvements in the construction design
and living environment standard, and the facilites of the residential areas were gradually well pro-
vided. Most of the residential areas which have been formed into certain scale and have some influ-
ence at present were completed or set up at this period. Although those areas still need to be im-
proved and perfected with the present standard, they do play an important role in alleviating living
difficulties for the residents of Shanghai and set a solid foundation for the further development of the
construction of residential areas. Since 1990's, especially after the speech given by Mr. Deng Xi-
aoping in southern provinces of China, Shanghai has been holding an unprecedented developing op-
portunity. Therefore, the housing construction has taken the advantage of this opportunity, follow-
ing a saying that “A change in one year, a great change in three years”, new records and new im-
provements have been achieved year by year. And the aspect of human in the construction has
been emphasized much more than ever, both the functional requirement and environment quality al-
so have been paid more attention to. All of these changes are in the conformity with the tendency of
the housing development and they are the essential requirement of the progressive perfect of the ur-
ban construction.

Looking over this album, you will find the tint of the evolution of Shanghai housing as well as a
touch of the pulse of the times development. Studying this album, you can assimilate wisdom from
the predecessors as well as stimulate future aspirations.

It is sincerely hoped that the edition and publication of this album will give a helpful enlighten-
ment and promotion to the housing construction of Shanghai, so with the pace of the urban con-
struction of Shanghai forward, it will reach a new elevation and have a new glory future.

Xia Kegiang
Vice Mayor of Shanghai
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EDITOR’S EXPOUNDing

It is widely accepted by the International Human Settlements Studies Organizations that human settlements,
whether they are villages, towns or metropolises, have to be gradually reconstructed according to sustaining devel-
opment principles for the present age and generations of descendants, i.e. those settlements can meet the housing
repquirement of mankind in a way both satisfying to them and not impairing ecological equilibrium. This could be the
fundamental requirement of Shanghai housing towards the 21st century.

Since 1950s, Shanghai has made brilliant achievements in housing construction. By the end of 1996, 118.75
million sgm. of newly built residences had been completed, of which 104.54 million sgm. was in city proper, corre-
sponding to 4.4 times of that remained in 1949 which was only 23.59 million sgm.. The living area had been in-
creased from 2.9 sgm. /capita in 1949 to 8.7 sqm. /capita in 1996, with the suite/family reached to 58% .

New objectives of housing construction in Shanghai have been affirmed that by the year of 2000, the planned
living area for the population of city proper in census will be 10 sgm./capita with the suite/family of 70% ; by the
year 2010, living area 12 sgm. /capita with suite/family 85% ; and by the year 2020, 14 sgm. /capita with suite/
family over 98% .

According to these objectives, the amount of Shanghai housing early in 21st century is predicted to be that by
the year 2020, approximately 172 million sgm. in total will be built. Assuming that the size of each residential dis-
trict covers 40 thousand people, there will be totally 180 new residential districts in 2020. Assuming that about 200
thousand inhabitants constitute a residential park, there will be 36 new residential parks. Evidently, the construc-
tion of housing and the construction of residential areas in Shanghai is actually the construction of a new community,
a new human settlements project. To strengthen leadership, to promote innovations, to experiment previously and
to implement meticulously should be the guiding policies of Shanghai’'s human settlements project, which is also the
urgent requirement of building Shanghai into a modern international metropolis and striving to form new appearance
connectively of Shanghai housing construction

Shanghai has accumulated rich experiences in the construction of residential areas. Many of the completed resi-
dential areas are excellent examples worthily of being selected into compilation, which can not only summarize the
experiences of construction of residential areas, but also constitute valuable materials for both domestic and foreign
technical exchanges. It may be a good reference and promotion for the construction of residential areas later on, and
serve for the large scale housing construction in Shanghai towards the 21st century. In addition, it will be of great
importance toward raising living quality, optimizing residential environment, and improving the city's appearance,
and creating conditions for building residential areas capable of sustainable development. The album of “Shanghai
Housing” (hereinafter abbreviated as “ablum”), which was sponsored by our Commission in its compilation and
publication, was prepared by those organizations which had participated in the planning, design, and construction
of residential areas. This album collects the essence of over 40 years’ experiences in the housing construction of
Shanghai with detailed and factual information, rich in both illustrations and text, and summarizes and analyzes the
tech-economic indices with academic value and practical value. The 46 cases in the album include 22 residential ar-
eas of city proper, 5 residential areas of satellite towns, 4 residential areas of apartments and villas, 5 residential
areas rebuilt from old districts, 7 peasants’ new villages, 3 city pilot quarters and topics of environmental design
and architectural furnitures. There are altogether 314 printed sheets with 325 drawings and 623 photos, suitable for
the reference of relevant leaders, managers and technical personnel engaged in planning, design, development,
management and property management, as well as professors, teachers and students of colleges and universities
and researchers. The album is Chinese-English bilingual to facititate both domestic and foreign technical exchanges.

This album through suggestion and selection collects mainly 46 cases of completed residential areas of different
types and sizes, mainly in city proper, and appropiately including some residential areas of satellite towns, higher
standard apartments, villas and pilot quarters. To reflect the achievements in the construction of rural living areas,
it has also recorded certain cases of residential quarters in villages and townships. In the reconstruction of the old
district of Shanghai, there are much experiences in housing construction. Hence some comparatively successful
cases have also been recorded. In addition, a few cases of environmental design and architectural furnitures have
been selected for professional studies.

The period of the collections in the album is over 40 years from 1951 to 1966, the context of recent ten years
being the primary. Since the foundation of the People’s Republic of China, such as Cao Yang Housing Estate, Fan
Gua Lone, etc. have also been appropriately recorded so as to reflect historical continuity. The information given for
each case adheres to clear viewpoint and stresses focal point. All features and characteristics concerning planning
layout, road structure, house design, allocation of public facilities, environmental design and development and
management of residential areas are systematically analyzed through summarizing of experience so that the con-
struction of residential areas later on can draw lessons from them and attain new level connectively.

Shi Yuxue
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