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M B48(George Bernard Shaw, 1856—1950), HEEABINE,
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a Shaw on a Pedestal'

52 N B A L

o

On the May day in 1939 when George Bernard Shaw finished writing his pla&,’ In
Good King Charles’s Golden Days, Guinness was invited to lunch.

He was unexpectedly tall and rather beautiful; his fluffy Blanco white® beard and
pale baby-smooth skin were particularly striking. He entered smiling and full of greeting,
with a hand extended to be shaken, but I hadn’t been told how poor his sight was. I put
out my hand to take his and he missed me by a yard, scampering’ past but calling out
joyously, “I have just put the finishing touches’ to the play.” “Oh, well done!” cried Mrs.
Shaw, clapping her hands.

There wasn’t much conversation to speak of as George Bernard Shaw talked
continuously, mostly recounting’® the jokes to be found in In Good King Charles’s, etc.
and falling about with laughter in his slatted® wooden chair.

Back in the drawing room Mrs. Shaw gathered guests at a bronze bust’ of Shaw,
standing on a pedestal, while we had our coffee. “This side,” she said, “shows Shaw the
philosopher. Now come round here!” We shifted a few paces and were joined by the great
man, who stood listening, smiling and approving. “From this angle,” Mrs. Shaw explained,
“You see Bernard the humorist. You will notice the mouth turns up at the corner; while
from this side” —we all shuffled® back to our first position— “the corner of the mouth

turns down. The Philosopher!” We inclined our heads gravely.

1. pedestal n. (32T KB 6G) R, AR EE,
2. Blanco white adj. X § & ; blanco n. 7 LTI GH (—AHEEAS. ARFLEH DA
Hh &R L%k Ehi)
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3. scamper (to run or go quickly and lightly), v. 5 % 5k Sk b3,

4. finishing touches X% (&G #)) H& T4
: 5. recountv. 4UiE ¥ F 6. slatted adj. F & #1484
: 7. bust n. ¥ 1% 8. shuffle v. #&%
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é»  miss v KRG F .
AL X AN ] She completely missed the point of the ﬁlm ﬂi ) X SR, *}i’]ﬁ‘
XHr e, —ik—4it 1 was lucky to miss the traﬁ'ic acadent m*‘ i #ﬁ,g —»"R
A~ Miss. n. vt A;?
v !J!prep. & adv. fEME s 165534 : 5

£; W to enter by the doorty I 1t & ; —{&48; 488 —ik 8|42 This stick i.gg.;;hoﬂer by
two inches. EAMF AT BRT, —Ti& Thy5:30 pm. RRF F4530

oo fall about Z kK%
fall about laughing — fall about with laughter—chuckle »7: 4, % He chuckled at the Sfunny
story. T TAANRAEAKFE R FLT , —giggle #4463 & The girls were gigging in class.
FFEA ARE EAAHE, —snickers %
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The Greek word for wisdom is Sophia, and philos means a friend. So “philosopher”
means a friend of wisdom, and this is the best possible description of Socrates, who was
one of the wisest and bravest teachers the world has ever known.

Socrates lived in Athens', nearly 500 years before the birth of Christ. He was not
born important or rich, and indeed all his life he was poor, for he never asked his pupils to
pay for what he taught them. He taught for the love of wisdom, not for money.

And what he to say was always new and worth hearing. Before his time, most
philosophers had been interested in studying what we would now call magic or
superstition’. Socrates, on the other hand, was interested in how ordinary people ought to
behave and think. He did not just tell his pupils what he thought they should do—in fact,
he was fond of saying that he himself knew nothing. Instead, he would ask them endless
questions about what they thought and believed, and then he would talk about their
answers and make them talk too.

He would cunningly’ lead the conversation round" in such a way that at the end of it
people would suddenly see for themselves what was really true and right. They would feel
they had worked it out® for themselves which of course Socrates had helped them to do—
and would feel much more sure of it than if Socrates had just told them what to think and
do, without helping them to see the reasons why.

Socrates taught that the man who is master of himself is truly free. By being master
of oneself he meant first knowing oneself, one’s faults and weaknesses and one’s good
points, without making any pretence and without being vain®, and then being able to

control oneself.
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Ia%gest city of Greece), n. #f $

3. cunningly adv. ¥5 }-‘E
4.lead...around f&------ &, B
5. work out #55F i R, A kK

6. vain adj. A%Y, AT S
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This knowledge of himself was what helped a man to be courageous, and the
courageous man has a very important sort of freedom: freedom from fear. Socrates
himself, because he was not afraid of the consequences, always felt free to teach what
he thought was right, however unpopular this might make him with the powerful people in
Athens’.

No wonder all his pupils loved Socrates. But he made some dangerous enemies by
his strange ways of teaching and asking questions. Some of the rulers in Athens did not
like people to be encouraged to ask too many questions for fear they would begin asking
questions about what their rulers were doing. So they accused Socrates of teaching young
men wicked things and leading them to throw off their religion. This was false, for in
fact Socrates was a very religious man. At last his enemies had him arrested, and he was
condemned to death.

During the 30 days that lay between Socrates’ trial® and execution’, his friends
and pupils were allowed to spend a great deal of time with him in his prison. They were
astonished to find that he was calm and cheerful and seemed to have no fear of dying. He

talked to them and taught them just as he used to in the streets and market places of the

city. One of his pupils, Crito, bribed the gaoler'’ to let him escape, but even then he would
not go. :

The Greeks’ way of executing people was to make them drink a cup of hemlock",
which is deadly poison. When the hemlock was brought to Socrates, his friends were in
tears, but Socrates took the cup quietly and drank it as if it were'? a glass of wine at a

banquet.

H.

7. %A R, Howevef :ﬂ:&»‘) &, 7%if T unpopular,

8. trial (examination of evidence and applicable law by a competent tribunal to determine

the issue of specified charges or claims), n. ¥ ¥|

9. execution (the act or an instance of putting to death or being put to death as a lawful
penalty), n. & %

10. gaoler n. X £

11. hemlock n. HFA KK

12. were A EME R, ¥ EHEZA LAE
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éw  for fear (of / that) 4 1 % ; MERY
Helen didn't want to get out of bed, for fear of waking her little sister. &4 AT E, Bhi
Ty B M6y kIR, —No fear!(Gd A A2 BUSAK F F i 69 =) £)% 2] —without fear or
favor 2-F; F

éw condemn F{; YL
adjudge’s #|; A% —judgeF I¥; F|Z —sentenced|k; 4 -F Mark was sentenced to three

Yyears in prison for his part in the crime. B &) FHe 69 2ok BT FIAIR =5, —verdict n.
#13 The verdict was that the prisoner was guilty. $| 3 ZAUAK %,




