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Lane 1025, Nanjing West Road, Shanghai, is also known as Jing'an Villa.

The red brick buildings are arranged in a way resembling a rio cage, with open
alleys running perpendicularly to the main lane.

This is one of the largest old villas in Shanghai.

Living here the old and new Shanghai are merging together creating the
impression of a forgotten past.

Plum invited a creative tfeam of seven artists from the East and the West.
Using their talents for the medium of creative arts and culture these seven will
present their re-interpretation of the old atmosphere of Lane 1025.

In this series, 7 outsiders with their 7 pairs of eyes will inferact with the local
atmosphere.

A final product of integration and conversations will be born.

With the 2009 Shanghai Expo just around the corner, we want to present this
New readlization of the vision of beauty that is this villa from the past, making @
stand in the ever-changing big city.
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Creative Reasons

A growing number of international artists and creative
people are drawn fo the noisy bustling city of Shanghai,
which is growing with a staccato rhythm of development
For the eyes of the outsiders, the fragments of life in every
minute of every corner are a worthy scene to watch

In 2009, Plum's creative team, originating from Taiwan,
established this creative space on Nanjing West Road in
the old neighlborhood of Jing'an. The kinetic energy of life
in this small area breathes life into the creative process
A large number of foreign artists flock to this area and
continue to fell us about the livelihood of the local
Chinese, and their robust energy, providing the artists a
wedalth of inspiration and a strong desire to create

We often hear visitors to this villa remark on the old world
charm emanating from this locale. They compliment the
well-preserved Shikumen, or “stone gate,” buildings on their
stunning beauty. They see the contrast fo the commercial
lanes such as Tago Taikang Square and developing city,
which is constantly undergoing renovation

The charm of Lane 1025 can not be wholly attributed o
the pleasing architecture of the heritage buildings, but
more so from the smell of life in the vila, an old city that
time has forgotten, hidden from the crowded shopper's
paradise that is Nanjing West Road. An unassuming lane,
behind its iron gates, is protected by the encroaching
development and renovation of Shanghai. Here, the
inhabitants hang their clothes on lines criss-crossing the
lane in all directions, and sun their quilts when the clouds
break. The elderly take leisurely walks through the alleys,

seemingly unaware of fourists fortunate enough in finding this
seemingly forgotten hidden lane. In the eyes of artists this is a
priceless commaodiity

We at PLUM gallery decided to release this energy found in
Lane 1025, and invited 7 artists to use their senses and work
on their projects with the subject of Lane 1025. This is a group
creation with artists from the United Kingdom, Singapore,
Germany, Canada, China and China Taiwan. The outsiders'
vision and senses generate a creative environment ideal for
collaboration. This is an experiment of art. The goal of this
project is fo show people how differently these 7 arfists can
express their creative visions of Lane 1025

Plum Gallery exhibited this production from April 25, 2009 to
May 25, 2009. The project is published in a valuable art book,
showcasing the history of this vila and the creative inspiration
it provides
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Forgotten Realms of Time

Within these forgotten realms, under the golden
sunshine, it shines.

At the intersection of Nanjing Xi Lu and Nanhui Lu in
Shanghai, amidst the crush of pedestrians and traffic, there
is a hidden entrance to a trip back in time.

Upon turning info Lane 1025's archway, one feels like they
are walking into another time and space. The cacophony
of the surrounding area dissipates and a low hum of activity
replaces it

The blood red brick buildings are organized in a pattern,
with symmetrical alleys intersecting the main street. A
single white kitten walks deliberately and slowly along the
lane. A light breeze picks up and sends light kisses along ifs
path. This place has a feeling of being touched with magic,
keeping it invisible and immortal. Inside there is a strong
power radiating a warm soft glow with a tangible quality
As the mottled sunlight hits the walls, it highlights the clothes
hanging on lines, dancing in the breeze. A granny walks her
grandson along the main street and down the alleys, past
vegetable stands, and fishmongers. The golden sunlight
reminds one of the beauty of the old kingdom, in the land
that time forgot

Modern Shanghai is the creation of the impact of Western
and Eastern culture. Shanghai culture and architecture is
a reflection of this. Lane 1025 is also known as the Jing'an
Villas, which is relatively new as a more than 70 years old
establishment. There is a lot of history and memory in this
neighborhood connecting the Shikumen buildings. The
history of this place and the current residents attract
outsiders and tourists

Jing'an Vilas at 1025 Nanjing West Road is built on top of the
first cemetery of the area, Huzhou Hall. In 1862, support Li
Hong Zhang, construction of an East fo West road to Jing'an
Temple was built as a road for the armies. This Jing'‘an
Temple Road is now called Nanjing West Road. Afferwards
the location of Jing'an Villas became a ranch for British
horses. In 1926 Nanxun's Zhang Jingiiang came to this areqg,
invested in, and built a numiber of residential neightborhoods.
They were completed in 1232 and modeled after European
style villas

1025 Nanjing West Road is a neighborhood of the European
style of construction that first appeared in the early o mia-
20th century. The Shikumen of Xintiandi and Tian Zi Fang are
older than Jing'an Vild's. The most obvious difference in their
design is the entrance to each Shikumen. The archways are
now replaced with cast iron versions. Wall height has oeen
greatly reduced or replaced by alow fence, or even simply
cut off with hedges. Sometimes a small courtyard exists
They used to be covered but are now open.* Architectural
form imitates the Western style and rarely the traditional
Chinese style. Barogue ferraces with intricate foot designs
made of cement are built above the doorways. Only the
units on the second floor have the Barogue style balconies,
used as an embpellishment

Lane 1025 was created for the rich to invest in. It
contains 74,634 square meters of living area. The overall
arrangement of 12 buildings sit in a row by the South side
Construction completed in 1932, creating 198 units, most of

which are single-room units. There are a small number of
two room units. The maijority are three-floor buildings and
each unit contains a bathroom, living room, kitchen, and
bedroom. The building facades are red brick. The door
frames and windows are cement. The windows are made
of iron

This place has always been called Jing'an Villas. In the
beginning the residents were mainly artists. 1930's movie
director, Zheng Cheng Qio, lived at unit 182. The 128th
incident of the period occurred when the Commercial Press
was bombed, and unit 174 became the temporary storage
facility for 120,000 books.

Hundred of thousands of people love the nostalgia of these
old villas in Shanghai.mainly kbecause it has a strong human
touch. In the modern way of living it is difficult fo form a
close relationship between neighoors. In contrast, in vilas life
is always full of vitality, and Shanghai has lbeen documented
for the story and the history that exists there. The people's
lifestyle and attitude in Lane 1025 is reflective of the past
social culture of Shanghai

Jing'an Villas has maintained much more of its original
luster and traditions compared to other historical villas of
Shanghai. Even though the area of Jing'an has gradually
become more and more commercial, the development
has bbeen kept away for the most part from Lane 1025. It this
distinct quality that makes it special. It is a breath of fresh air
full of charm and fantasy.
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A Conversation between Eastern and
Western artists begins here.
7 Chapters

7 Visions

Reinterpret the 77 Years Old Lane.
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Anna Solecka

Painter and Photographer EZX, &R
From Bremen, Germany A 3#g, EE
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"'She expresses passionate feelings with rationality and logic!'

Born in Zamosc, Poland, Anna Solecka has been living in Bremen,
Germany since 1981, where as a photographer and painter, she
creates visual records of her journeys through different cultures, media
and creative phases. Her latest works represent the outcome of her
artistic development moving from the pictorial to the material, as well
as in the identification of freedom and confident composure in the
choice of cesthetic strategies. By reaching into her own rich memory
of images. the artist pours both perception and recollection into
her work, focusing notably on the painting process itself as the main
theme.

Solecka's most recent works draw on a diversity of artistic influences
and languages. while deriving some aspects from her previous
work. The consolidation of these influences has created an overall
expressive intensity that is reaching new levels

Through photography, Solecka discovers creative elements and
inspiration to apply as a foundation for her painting process. She
captures moments that leave emotional impressions on her psyche
Solecka then converts her photography info interpretations that are
not limited by the literalimage. Instead she expresses with her paintings
a much more evolved image

The artist’s large format paintings are particularly engaging, and
showcase her technique of dividing the canvas into grids or sectors
Within these grids, the individual images are united together with
color and texture, producing a balanced effect that brings the
two elements into harmony. Solecka says her paintings are like an
orchestra with varying tones, rhythms and cadences, all working in
unison to create symmmetry and equiliorium

13






