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FORWARD

The publication of an important texthbook in medicine is a cause for celebration.
Patient care, education, and research are the three pillars of the medical profession, and an
outstanding textbook serves all: it educates physicians to provide better patient care and

stimulates ideas for research. In this regard, this book, Intraocular Lenses in the Refractive

Surgery Era, is a landmark occasion for Chinese patients and Chinese ophthalmologists. Dr.
Zhang has assembled a superb group of authors and has himself authored an extraordinary
number of chapters. It is easily the most comprehensive and most beautifully illustrated book
on cataract surgery that I have seen.

The need is acute. Over 5 million people in China are blind from cataracts, but only
approximately 600,000 cataract procedures are performed per year. China has 23,000 eye
doctors, but obviously needs many more to meet the needs of its population. Current and
future doctors require excellent training and access to educational materials in order to
provide the safest and most efficient care to their patients.

This book meets a critical need in the education of Chinese ophthalmologists. In its
clarity, elegance, and comprehensive coverage of topics, it is a major resource in the quest
to eliminate cataract blindness. I extend my warmest congratulations to Dr. Zhang on this

remarkable effort.

Douglas D. Koch, M.D.

Professor of Ophthalmology
Cullen Eye Institute,
Baylor College of Medicine, Houston, USA
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