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Americans in ltaly

Seek Food, Not Ruins
ERMIMER

More and more Americans
are visiting Italy not to see
the sites of ancient Rome but to
taste the delights of the rest of the country, according to
a new survey. Not only are long waits under the hot
summer sun to get into sites such as the Colosseum
turning visitors away, but the attractions of good wine,
pasta and Parmesan cheese are drawing people to other,
lesser-known destinations. A little over a quarter of those
surveyed said they were choosing alternative locations

because they wanted to get to know Italian cuisine better.
Another 21 percent said it was much more relaxing to
be in the countryside eating wholesome Italian food after
leaving stressful jobs and unhealthy diets in the United
States. And 17 percent said they were following in the
footsteps of their Hollywood heroes. For years,
Hollywood stars have enjoyed low-key vacations at quiet
but luxurious villas in rural Italy, and it appears the trend
is rubbing off on Americans. “Americans are realizing
that the Mediterranean diet is the best way to stay in
shape and that courses in Italian cooking are better for
handling stress than visiting a psychologist,” a statement
accompanying the survey said.
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Brain Reacts
Differently to Faces

Based on Race
ABBEY “HngiEE”

People have been found to remember faces of their
own race better than they remember faces of other
races. Now researchers have uncovered the changes in
the brain that underlie that phenomenon. Dr. Jennifer L.
Eberhardt and colleagues from Stanford University asked
19 men—9 black and 10 white — to look at pictures of
faces of people from both races while they monitored
participants’ brain activity with magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI). The investigators found that when the
study participants looked at faces matching their own
race, a specific area of the brain “lit up” on the MRIL.
But when they looked at pictures of faces of another race,
the brain area did not activate to the same degree,
according to the report in the Nature Neuroscience. The
part of the brain is called the fusiform region. “It is an
area that is activated when someone looks at a face, but
not while they look at other objects or even other parts
of the body. It is also activated when a person looks at
an object about which they are an expert,” Eberhardt
explained, noting that a bird watcher’s fusiform region
might be activated if he looks at a bird. :
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Primed to Survive
BREtESE

C icadas, those tubby
brown bugs that spend

most of their lives

underground, emerge from dormancy every 7, 13, or 17
years—all prime numbers. Physicists Eric Goles of the
University of Chile and Mario Markus of the Max Planck
Institute in Germany sensed an evolutionary logic behind
this pattern. To prove it, the researchers designed a
computer model of how cicadas interact with their
predators. In the simulation, predator and prey follow
randomly assigned life-cycle durations. If the cicadas
appear when many predators are waiting, their population
drops; if the cicadas arise when few predators are around,
they flourish. Eventually the cycles settled into the most
beneficial pattern, and sure enough, the periods were
prime numbers. Because of their metabolic demands,
predators cannot remain dormant for many years. “It's
better for the predator's life cycle to be a small, even
number because then they most often have the same peak
year as their prey,” says a physicist on the German team.
That explains why there are no even-cycle cicadas. “For
the cicada, 12 years is bad because predators on 2-, 3-,
6-, and 12-year cycles would eat them,” he says. But 13
(as with 7 and 17) offers safety in numbers because it is
divisible only by itself and 1.
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Witches Upset by Broomstick Style
BRENHIEHRSE

Hollywood studio Warner Bros* has had a spell cast
on it for showing apprentice wizard Harry Potter
riding his broomstick with the brush part at the back.
Kevin Carlyon, a high priest of British White Witches,
said broomsticks should be ridden the other way round,
and has wished for the film to do badly at the box office
until the studio admits it got it wrong. “Warner Bros
claims the film is an accurate portrayal of things that
happen in witchcraft, yet woodcuts from the 16th and
17th centuries show broomsticks being ridden with the
brush part in the front,” said Carlyon, “It's a common
mistake —even the sixties TV series ‘Bewitched’
showed broomsticks being ridden backwards, but this is
not correct,” he said. Carlyon knows first hand the proper
way to ride a broomstick —he said he had three, though
all were grounded at the moment. “The CAA (Britain's
Civil Aviation Authority) won't give me permission to
fly,” he said.

*Bros: brothers fJREE ,
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Archaeologist
Wins Tomb Raider
Apology
“GRITE!

he makers of popular

computer game Tomb
Raider issued a public apology to a French archaeologist
who was miffed that a character appearing alongside
cyber heroine Lara Croft seemed to resemble himself. In
a statement published in a French daily, Eidos Interactive
Ltd said any likeness between Jean-Yves Empereur and
the archaeologist Jean-Yves in version four of its
adventure game was purely coincidental. Empereur,
famous for discovering the remains of the Pharos
lighthouse — one of the seven wonders of the ancient
world — near the Egyptian city of Alexandria, objected
to the character of the same name and profession in Tomb
Raider Four, which is partly played out in Egypt. The
British computer games maker and its French distributor
said Tomb Raider Four would continue to be sold in its
present state for technical reasons, but that no such
character would appear in any of its games in the future.
Tomb Raider is one of the most popular computer games
around the world, having sold almost 25 million copies
since 1996. Version five, which does not include the Jean-
Yves character, has been on sale since the start of 2000
and was turned into a Hollywood film starring Angelina
Jolie as the intrepid Lara Croft.
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Use of Word
'Widow' Banned in

A uthorities in the
strife-torn Indian
state of Jammu and Kashmir*
have banned the use of the word “widow”
in official records, saying the word added to the
women's depression. Kashmiri human rights groups say
at least 10,000 women have been widowed in separatist
violence since a rebellion broke out in the Himalayan
region at the end of 1989. “Agreeing with the
instructions of the National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC), the government has ordered that all
government offices use the expression ‘wife of late’ in
place of ‘widow’ in official records,” a government
statement said. “At a time when she is already grief-
stricken, referring to her with such unpleasant usage
adds to her depression and creates a psychological crisis
in her.” Nearly a dozen militant groups are fighting New
Delhi's rule in Jammu and Kashmir, India's only Muslim-
majority state where authorities say more than 30,000
people have been killed in more than 11 years.
Separatists put the toll closer to 80,000. Separatist
violence in Kashmir has soared since India-Pakistan
summit aimed at resolving their dispute over Kashmir
failed to produce any concrete results.
*Jammu and Kashmir; #HEMEAKRIIX, RFARFEAKER,
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Bureaucracy to Cut
Out Jargon on

Forms
ERER

ranmce’is Bisitate

'

notorious for its use of jargon,

administration is

and according to a report in
daily newspaper Le Monde, a large majority of the
country's population is unable to decipher official
documents. The newly-created Orientation Committee
for the Simplification of Administrative Language began
work in last July to promote the translation of standard
forms, used in areas such as social security and taxation,
into plain French. Some of the 1,600 most-used forms,
documents and letters will be rewritten, slashing through
jargon and archaic language to make them clearer. “The
main mission of language is to be able to say something
to someone and to be understood,” Josette Rey-Debove,
a linguistic expert, told Le Monde. Rey-Debove is one
of the many specialists, civil servants and members of
the public who have been called up to undertake the
mammoth task. By last autumn, six of the most common
French administrative forms have been translated into
plain French. By this year, editing tools will also be
available, including software and a dictionary to translate
complex jargon into layman’s terms.
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One in 3 Britons Lies in Job
Applications? ¢
BA5, &EH

One in three Britons lies in their job applications,
according to a survey by pollsters MORI. The lies
vary from relatively harmless claims about leisure
activities to lying about career histories and criminal
records, the poll showed. It said 18 percent of those who
admitted lying on their CVs* said they thought it was
necessary to exaggerate because employers expected
them to do so. One-third of managers questioned for the
poll admitted to relying on gut instinct rather than going
through the time-consuming procedure of checking
applicants' backgrounds. Three percent of those who lied
in job applications said it was about their criminal records
—all of them men. The survey found that men and those
aged under 34 were most likely to be untruthful when
applying for work. More than one-third of male ‘workers
said they had lied, compared with a quarter of women
workers. The survey covered 1,042 workers and 345
managers.

*CV: $i T 3 curriculum vitae IS, BAEH. BH.
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China's

Admission to WTO

By Jose Bove B ¥ %
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orld trade ministers admitted

China to their global club on 10

November 2001, finally
opening a potential market of 1.3 billion
people. China's membership was
unanimously ratified by the 142-nation WTO
at a meeting in the emirate of Qatar.'The vote
makes the country of 1.3 billion consumers
the WTO's largest member and provides a
boost to the group as it struggles to expand
trade. "The accession of China into the WTO
puts the 'world' into the World Trade
Organization," said French Finance Minister
Laurent Fabius.

The move gives foreign companies, from
banks to movie studios, a wider opening in
the world's most populous market. Even
companies from Tyson Foods of the United
States, the world's biggest chicken processor,
to Allianz AG, Europe's second-largest
insurer, are among those likely to see business
expand as China fulfils pledges to tear down
trade and investment barriers.?

China's participation in the WTO was
assured in September, when the US and
European Union set aside differences over

American International Group's access to the
insurance market and Mexico agreed to limit
punitive tariffs on Chinese goods.?

For China, stronger competition from
foreign companies threatens to force
unprofitable companies out of business and
cost thousands of jobs, a difficulty
acknowledged in Doha by Chinese Trade
Minister Shi Guangsheng. "This will
inevitably exert a widespread and far-
reaching impact on China's economy and on
the world economy in the new century," Shi
said.

China ended a quest that began in 1986 to
have its market of 1.3 billion people opened
to the world trading system with unanimous
approval by the more than 140 nations
gathered in a pyramid-shaped meeting center
facing Qatar's glittering seas. "After 15 years
of difficult negotiations, we finally came to
this historical moment," China's Foreign
Trade Minister Shi Guangsheng said.

The United States, which for years stalled
Beijing's membership by linking it to
improvement in its human rights record
before relenting in 1999, immediately




welcomed China's entry as a move that would
strengthen the WTO and boost China's
development.

"I believe that as this century unfolds and
people look back on this day, they will
conclude that in admitting China to the WTO
we took a decisive step in shaping a global
economic and commercial system," US Trade
Representative Robert Zoellick said.

Chinese officials dismissed fears that it
would fail to comply. "China's market is open
to the outside. As long as the market is open
to the outside, the more economic growth we
have and the better for the world," Beijing's
top trade negotiator Long Yongtu told
reporters.

The working group made up of the WTO's
142 members, which has been discussing
China's accession for the past 15 years,
approved the agreement based on which
China will liberalize its trade regime and open
its doors to foreign investment. China's
admission to the World Trade Organization
(WTO) will have a major impact on
international trade and on the political balance
within the multilateral institution.

WTO authorities and trade negotiators
said the significance of the decision was
enormous. WTO Director Mike Moore said
it was a defining moment in the history of
the organization and the multilateral trade
system. With the membership of a country
that accounts for one quarter of the world's
population, "the WTO will take a major step
toward becoming a truly world organization",
said Moore.

China's Deputy Minister of Trade Long
Yongtu described China's incorporation as a
"win-win" situation.’ "The great potential of
China's market will be gradually translated
into purchasing power, so as to provide a huge
open market to all countries and regions in
the world," said Long.

Having China in the WTO and subject
to’ the same rules governing the rest of the
world's countries will have a positive effect
on the global economy, agreed Federico

Cuello, a negotiator from the Dominican
Republic.® China's admission must be
analyzed in the light of the difficult situation
facing the world economy today, marked by
a dramatic slowdown in the United States
and Europe and recession in Japan, he
pointed out.

The WTO secretariat was also confident
that the new member would revitalize an
organization that has been weakened by
discrepancies among its members regarding
the real benefits of the freeing up of trade ®
Moore was pleased that China's admission
would enable the WTO to play "a pivotal
role in global economic cooperation".

In the view of developing countries,
China could become an important force in
achieving more equitable results in the
future, said Uruguayan® representative
Carlos Perez del Castillo. China's presence
would help to correct the "asymmetries"1°
seen in WTO accords, and help to pursue
objectives that have long been postponed
in areas that are vital to poor countries, like
agriculture and textiles, said Perez del
Castillo.

The Chinese delegation said China's
adherence to the institution that regulates
the liberalization of trade and the world's
economies was "in line with China's reform
and opening-up policy and the goal of
establishing a socialist market economic
system". Evidently there is no doubt that
China's presence, political clout!" and
market size will have an impact when it
comes to achieving specific objectives, as
the Uruguayan negotiator said, who

welcomed the incorporation of the giant
new member. [l

China’s top trade negotiator
Long Yongtu with reporters
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Woman of Japan — Foreign

pries. BARBIE "SRF

By Dawn Stover [l % i %%

hen Junichiro Koizumi was sworn in as Japan's prime minister in

April last year, one of his most daring acts was to name Makiko

Tanaka as his foreign minister—Japan's first woman to hold the post.
The daughter of former Prime Minister Kakuei Tanaka. Makiko is known for her
casual dress and blunt manner. In the past, she has been voted Japan's most popular
politician, and her support for Koizumi was a key factor in his victory.

But Tanaka has critics too, who question whether she's up to the job of foreign
minister. In the past, her outspokenness has brought her censure as well as praise.
She was ever disciplined after referring to the late Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi as
a "dead duck"and "the king of debt." Other political colleagues have received put-
downs: One party loyalist was described as "a bean-jam-filled wafer"; another as

"a glasses-wearing cherry."
Perhaps unsurprisingly, Tanaka began her new job by addressing a recent

controversy: the publication of a new textbook that drew criticism from China and
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South Korea for the way it glossed over Japan's wartime history.
Her statement that "some people were trying to distort historical
facts" won widespread approval —raising hopes that this
unconventional politician will provide an effective new voice
for Japan.

According to a recent public-opinion poll, the support rate
for Junichiro Koizumi's cabinet marked an amazing record, 87%.
After Koizumi took office , the record popularity rating has been
rising. It is very unusual because most popular Cabinets lose
their support one month after their inauguration. "Koizumi's high

popularity is largely based on Tanaka's," says one political
analyst.

Ms. Tanaka is a 57-year-old politician from Niigata
prefecture. In 1993, the year her father passed away, Makiko
Tanaka ran for the first time for the House of Representatives
from the third constituency of Niigata. She was elected with the
highest number of votes. In June 1994, at the age of 50, she
joined the Murayama cabinet as Minister of Science and
Technology.

Ms. Tanaka has won popularity by openly criticizing not only
politicians with the Opposition party, but also political leaders
within LDP, even though she is a member of the Liberal
Democratic Party (LDP). She inherited Kakuei's brightness and



Minister Makiko

eloquence and her raspy voice and her way of
speaking are exactly like her father's.

Since she came into office, everyone knew
that Makiko Tanaka would not be an average
foreign minister. Now she is trying to reform
the traditional bureaucratic system used by
Foreign Ministry. By the appearance of Tanaka,
state politics greatly draws the attention of the
people. Some say she doesn't have a necessary
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experience for her job. Indeed she has little top-
level experience, having only headed the Science
and Technology Agency in 1994-1995.
However, the people strongly expect the new
leader to change the nation's politics, and the
ministry receives a mass of telephone calls and
e-mails from her supporters telling her to hang
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in there.

Ever since she took office, Japan's "Iron
Lady" has been the target of leaks from within
her own Foreign Ministry, and vicious attacks
in the Japanese media. The apparent reason is
that she has alienated the lifetime civil servants
who staff Japan's central government, and who
will brook no interference with their financial and political
prerogatives. Tanaka strode into office and was no sooner
through the door when she began investigating rampant
embezzlement — a top ministry official spent hundreds of
thousands of yen on the racetrack and girlfriends — and
moving to establish control over an out-of-control institution.

Different from other figures in Prime Minister Junichero
Koizumi's Cabinet, Tanaka represents the spirit of reform,
of the urge to challenge and change the paralysis of Japanese
politics: and, perhaps because of this, she is arguably the
most popular figure in the government, even more popular
than Koizumi. In the narcotized Japan of postwar prosperity,
no normal person ever took the slightest interest in politics:
the Koizumi revolution changed all that. Japanese
housewives and "office, ladies" are now glued to the tube
during the afternoons, when Japan's parliamentary debate is
televised: they can't wait to watch Makiko Tanaka take on
the men and win. il
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By Steven Pinker
We 4 HE

eople living at the start of the third millennium enjoy a
world that would have been inconceivable to our ancestors
living in the 100 millennia in which our species has existed.'
Ignorance and myth have given way to an extraordinarily detailed
understanding of life, matter and the universe. Slavery, despotism,
blood feuds? and patriarchy have vanished from vast expanses of
the planet, driven out by unprecedented concepts of universal
human rights and the rule of law. Technology has shrunk the globe

and stretched our lives and our minds.

How far can this revolution in the human
condition go? Will the world of 3000 be as
unthinkable to us today as the world of 2000
would have been to our forebears a

Science and technology could

transform our world — if it weren't

for human nature millennium ago? Will our descendants live in

a wired Age of Aquarius?® Will science explain
the universe down to the last quark, extinguishing

ELL
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individual's understanding and beliefs. Human
development is therefore determined by education and
social institutions, for good or for evil.

mystery and wonder?* Will the Internet turn us into
isolates who interact only in virtual reality, doing away with
couples, families, communities, cities? Will electronic media
transform our minds?

Obviously it would be foolish to predict what life will be like
in a thousand years. We laugh at the Victorian experts who
predicted that radio and flying machines were impossible. But it is
just as foolish to predict that the future will be utterly foreign—we
also laugh at the postwar experts who foresaw domed cities, jet-
pack commuters’ and nuclear vacuum cleaners. The future, |
suggest, will not be unrecognizably exotic because across all the
dizzying changes that shaped the present and will shape the future
one element remains constant: human nature.

After decades of viewing the mind as a blank slate’ upon which



illennium

the environment
writes, cognitive
neuroscientists,
behavioral geneticists
and evolutionary
psychologists’ are discovering instead a richly structured human psyche. The . g;%gffggggﬁﬁ#g it

mind has a toolbox of concepts for space (millimeters to kilometers), time 8. iER M RmERX R,
9. AR L BLE IR B BRIG AN . 5 R AR 48

(tenths of seconds to years), small numbers, billiard-ball causation ? living A homunculi & homunculus/hau'maDkjulas/:
things and other minds. It is powered by emotions about things — curiosity, lO.iiiﬁioﬁﬁEEigﬂﬁﬂhxﬁﬂﬂﬂ
fear, disgust, beauty—and about people—love, guilt, anger, sympathy, pride, X F ML,
T . : ; . ARARERR AL AMED TREAR
lust. It has instincts to communicate by language, gesture and facial expressions. BB A, B A R A 7 US4 A
) ; 4 . . BERER A RIS AL, W B R J5 2 o
We inherited this standard equipment from our evolutionary ancestors, B (REBAS) GRS,

and, I suspect, we will bequeath it to our descendants in the millennia to come.
We won't evolve into bulbous-brained, spindly-bodied homunculi® because
biological evolution is not a force that pushes us to greater intelligence and
wisdom; it simply favors variants that out-reproduce their rivals in some
environments.'® Unless people with a particular trait have more babies worldwide

for thousands of generations, our biological constitution will not radically

change.

It is also far from certain that we will redesign human nature through
genetic engineering. People are repulsed by genetically modified soybeans, let
alone babies, and the risks and reservations surrounding germ-line engineering
of the human brain my consign it to the fate of the nuclear-powered vacuum
cleaner.' '

If human nature does not change, our lives in the new millennium may be
more familiar than the futurologists predict. Take education, where many seers
predict a revolution that will make the schoolroom obsolete. Some envision

Summerhillesque free schools, where children interact in a technology-enriched
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environment and literacy and knowledge
will just blossom, free from the drudgery
of drill and practice.'? Others hope that
early stimulation, such as playing Mozart
piano concertos to the bellies of pregnant
women, will transform a plastic brain"’
into a super learner.

But an alternative view is that
education is the attempt to get minds to do
things they are badly designed for. Though
children instinctively speak, see, move
and use common sense, their minds may
be constitutionally ill at ease with many of
the fruits of modern civilization: written
language, mathematical calculation, the
very large and very small spans of time and
space that are the subject of history and
science. If so, education will always be a
tough slog," depending on disciplined
work on the part of students and on the
insight of a skilled teacher who can stretch
stone-age minds to meet the demands of
alien subject matter.

Our mental apparatus may also
constrain how much we adults ever grasp

the truths of science. The Big Bang,"
curved 4-D space-time'® and particles
that act like waves—all are required
by our best theories of physics but
are incompatible with common
sense. Similarly, consciousness and
decision-making arise from the
electrochemical activity of neural
networks in the brain. But how
moving molecules should throw
off subjective feelings (as opposed
to mere intelligent computations)
and choices for which we can be held
responsible (as opposed to behavior
that is caused) remain deep my steries is
to our Pleistocene psyches."”

That suggests that our descendants
will endlessly ponder the age-old topics of
religion and philosophy, which ultimately

hinge on concepts of matter and mind. Why
does the universe exist, and what brought it
into being? What are the rights and
responsibilities of living things with
different brains, hence different minds, from
ours — fetuses,'® animals, neurological
impaired people, the dying? Abortion,
animal rights, the insanity defense and
euthanasia" will continue to agonize the
thoughtful (or be settled by dogma among
the unthoughtful) for as long as the human
mind confronts them.

One can also predict that the mind will
shape, rather 'than be reshaped by, the
information technology of the future. Why
have computers recently infiltrated our
lives? Because they have been painstakingly
crafted to mesh better with the primitive
workings of our minks. The graphical user
interface (windows, icons, buttons, sliders,
mice) and the World Wide Web represent
the coercion of machines, not people *

We have jiggered our computers to
simulate a world of phantom objects that
are alien to the computer's own internal
workings (ones, zeroes and logic) but are
comfortable for us tool-using, vision-
dependent primates ' Many other dramatic
technological changes will come from
getting our machines to adapt to our quirks
— understanding our speech, recognizing
our faces, carrying out our desires in accord
with our common sense—rather than from
getting humans to adapt to the ways of
machines.

Our emotional repertoire,” too, ensures
that the world of tomorrow will be a familiar
place. Humans are a social species, with
intense longings for friends, communities,
family and spouses, consummated by face-
to-face contact.

E-mail and e-commerce will continue
their inroads, of course, but not to the point
of making us permanent antisocial shut-




