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Track 01

Demosthenes. 330 B.C.

| should conclude, Zschines, that you undertook this cause to
exhibit your éloguence and strength of lungs, not to obtain satisfaction
for any wrong. But it is not the language of an orator, Aschines, that
has any value, nor yet the tone of his voice, but his adopting the same
views with the people, and his hating and loving the same persons
that his country does. He that is thus minded will say everything with
loyal intention; he that courts persons from whom the commonwealth
apprehends danger to herself, rides not on the same anchorage with
the people, and, therefore, has not the same expectation of safety.
But—do you see?—I have; for my objects are the same with those of
my countrymen; | have no interest separate or distinct. Is that so with
you? How can it be—when immediately after the battle you went as
ambassador to Philip, who was at that period the author of your country’s



calamities, notwithstanding that you had before persisted in refusing that
office, as all men know?

And who is it that deceives the state? Surely the man who speaks
not what he thinks. On whom does the crier pronounce a curse? Surety
“on such a man, What greater crime can an orator be charged with than
that his opinions and his language are not the same? Such is found to
be your character. And yet you open your mouth, and dare 1o look these
men in the faces! Do you think they don't know you?—-or are sunk in
such slumber and oblivion, as not to remember the speeches which you
delivered in the assembly, cursing and swearing that you had nothing to
do with Philip. and that | brought that charge against you out of personal
enmity without foundation? No soorer came the news of the battle, than
you forgot all that; you acknowledged and avowed that between Philip
and vourself there subsisted a relation of hospitality and friendship—new
names these for your contract of hire. For upon what plea of equality
or justice could Ashines, son of Glaucothea, the timbrel player, be the
friend or acquaintance of Philip? | cannot see. No! You were hired to
ruin the interests of your countrymen; and yet, though, you have been
caught yourself in open treason, and informed against yourself after the
fact, you revile and reproach me for things, which you wili find any man is
chargeable with sooner than I.

Many great and glorious enterprises has the commonwealth,
AEschines, undertaken and succeeded in through me; and she did not
forget them. Here is the proof. On the election of a persen to speak
the funeral oration immediately after the event, you were proposed,
but the people would not have you, notwithstanding your fine voice,
nor Demades, though he had just made the peace, nor Hegemon, nor
any other of your party—but me. And when you and Pythocles came
forward in a brutal and shameful manner (O merciful Heaven!) and
urged the same accusations against me which you do now, and abused
me, they elected me all the more. The reason—you are not igriorant of
it—yet | will tell you. The Athenians knew as well the loyalty and zeal
with which | conducted their affairs as the dishonesty of you and your
party! for what you denied upon oath in our prosperity, you confessed
in théémisfortunes of the republic}They considered, therefore, that men
who got security for their politics t?)'ly the public disasters had been their
enemies long before, and were then avowedly such‘éThey thought it
right also that the person who was to speak in honor of the fallen and
celebrate their valor should not have sat under the same roof or at the
same table with their antagonists; that he should not revel there and sing
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a paean over the calamities of Greece in company with their murderers,
and then come here and receive distinciion; that he should not with his
voice act the mourner of their fate, but that he should lament over them
with his heart™Jhis they perceived in themselves and in me. but not
in any of you; therefore, they elected me, and not you. Nor, while the
people felt thus, did the fathers and brothers of the deceased, who were
chosen by the people to perform their obsequies, feel differently. For
having to order the funeral banquet (according to custom) at the house
of the nearest relative to the deceased, they ordered it at mine. And
with reason; because, though each to his own was nearer of kin than |
was, none was so near to them all collectively. He that has the deepest
interest in their safety and success had upon their mournful disaster the
largest share of sorrow for them all.
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eloguence [‘elakwans] n.
orator ['arata] n.
anchorage ['zenkaridz] n.
crier ['krais] n.

slumber ['slamba] n.
oblivion [a'blivien] n.
enmity ['enmiti] n.

timbrel ['timbral] n.

revile [ri'vail] v.

avowedly [e'vaudli] adv.
valor ['veela] n.

antagonist [sen'teegonist] n.
revel ['revl] v.

calamity [ka'leemiti] n.
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Apology
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Track 02

Socrates, 399 B.C

Let us reflect in another way, and we shall see that there is great
reason to hope that death is a good; for one of two things—either death
is a state of nothingness and utter unconsciousness, or, as men say,
there is a change and migration of the soul from this world to another.
Now if you suppose that there is no consciousness, but a sleep like
the sleep of him who is undisturbed even by dreams, death will be an
unspeakable gain. For if a person were to select the night in which his
sleep was undisturbed even by dreams, and were to compare with this
the other days and nights of his life, and then were to tell us how many
days and nights he had passed in the course of his life better and more
pleasantly than this one, | think that any man, | will not say a private man,
but even the great king will not find many such days or nights, when
compared with the others. Now if death be of such a nature, | say that
to die is gain; for eternity is then only a single night. But if death is the
journey to another place, and there, as men say, all the dead abide,
what good, O my friends and judges, can be greater than this? If indeed
when the pilgrim arrives in the world below, he is delivered from the
professors of justice in this world, and finds the true judges who are
said to give judgment there, Mino and Rhadamanthus and Aeacus and
Triptolemus, and other sons of God who were righteous in their own life,
that pilgrimage will be worth making. What would not a man give if he
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might converse with Orpheus and Musaeus and] Hesiod and Homer?
Nay, if this be true, let me die again and again. I myself, too, shall have a
wonderful interest in there meeting, and conversing with FPalamedes, and
Afax the son of Telamon, and any other ancient hero who has suffered
death through an unjust judgment: and there will be no small pleasure,
as | think, in comparing my own sufferings with theirs. Above all, | shall
then be able to continue my search into true and false knowledge: as in
this world, so also in the next: and | shall find out who is wise, and who
pretends to be wise, and is not. What would not a man give, O judges,
to be able to examine the leader of the great Trojan expedition: or
Odysseus or Sisyphus, or numberless others, men and women too! What
infinite delight would there be in conversing with them and asking them
questions! In another world they do not put a man to death for asking
questions: assuredly not. For besides being happier than we are, they
will be immortal, if what is said is true.

g Wherefore, O judges, be good cheer about death, and know of a
certainty, that no evil can happen to a good man, either in life or after
death. He and his are not neglected by the gods: nor has my own
appreaching end happened by mere chance?But | see clearly that the
time had arrived when it was better for me to.Hie and be released from
trouble; wherefore the oracle gave no sign. For which reason, also, | am
not angry with my condemners, or with my accusers; they have done me
no harm, although they did not mean to do me any good; and for this |
may gently blame them.

Still | have a favor to ask of them. When my sons are grown up,
Fwould ask you, O my friends, to punish them; and | would have you
trouble them, as | have troubled you §if they seem to care about riches, or
anything, more than about virtue: or if they pretend to be something when
they are really nothing,—then reprove them, as | have reproved you, for
not caring about that for which they ought to care, and thinking that they
are something when they are really nothing. And if you do this, both | and

]

my sons will have received justice at your hands. F
The hour of departure has arrived, and we g‘o our ways—I| to die,

and you to live. Which is better God only knows.
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Words and Phrases

nothingness ['nABinnis] n

utter unconsciousness

unspeakable [an'spi:kabl] adj.
Rhadamanthus [reeda'meenfas] n. |

Aeacus ['irakas] n:
Triptolemus [trip'talimas] n.
Hesiod ['hi:siod] n.

Homer ['haumal] n.
Odysseus [o'disju:s] n
Sisyphus ['sisifas] n.

oracle [‘orakl] n.
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