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Read for pleasure;
Read for information;
Read for language improvement.
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PART ONE

Portrait of Henry VIII, by Hans the Younger Holbein (1497 — 1543).
Belvoir Castle/Bridgeman Art Library.

HENRY vin - A Tupor KING



INTRODUCTION
+

To understand the English monarchs it is important to understand
their times. Today some of their actions seem cruel or extravagant. !
But remember that their times were very different from ours.

A king or queen of the 16th century had unlimited power.
Everyone wanted to please the monarch. Rebels?2 or enemies were
eliminated! Executions were a common event in Europe.

Henry VIII was the son of Henry VII, the first Tudor King.

He became king during the Renaissance, 3 a time of great change.
The Renaissance brought new ideas to art, science and philosophy.
However, many of these new ideas clashed  with the church. So, the
church and religion changed with the Reformation. > The geography
of the world changed too. Explorers discovered new lands, new
people and new products.

All his life Henry VIII desperately wanted a male heir¢ to keep the
Tudors on the throne of England.

He had a very complex personality.” He had his faults but he was a
brilliant, talented man and an unforgettable monarch.

1. extravagant : #EE LM - 4. clashed : HH K58 o
2. rebels : BFELA T © 5. Reformation : 53 ¥ -
3. Renaissance : KM L ZEH % (W 6. male heir : B4EHRN -
W17) » 7. complex personality : & 2445 -

10



CHAPTER ONE

enry VIII became king in 1509, just before his
eighteenth birthday. Young Henry was not
prepared to be king. He became king only because
his elder brother, Arthur, died at the age of fifteen.

Soon after the coronation ! Henry married his first wife,
Catherine of Aragon, who was his brother Arthur’s widow. 2

Catherine was the only child of King Ferdinand of Spain.
Spain was then a very powerful country. This marriage created a
strong alliance 3 between the two countries.

Catherine was beautiful and intelligent, and Henry loved her.
For almost twenty years they were the perfect royal couple and
were happy together.

The new King looked like a hero. Henry was handsome and
robust. * He was six foot (1.83 metres) tall. At that time most men

1. coronation : fill% o 3. alliance : B34
2. widow : FElH 4. robust : HA#HY o

11



Qﬁﬂml éjﬁyﬂf[ onarchs and their Cimes

were about five foot four inches (1.60 metres) tall. He had bright
blue eyes and red hair. He also had a strong personality. The
people of England liked King Henry.

Young Henry was strong and full of energy. He loved playing
tennis, riding horses and hunting. He hunted in the forests with
hawks. ! He was a very skilled swordsman and loved mock? fights
called jousts.

Henry was also a great scholar. He spoke English, French,
Latin and Spanish. He studied ancient Greek, religious writings,
mathematics and astronomy. He was an avid3 reader and
encouraged others to read too. He loved music and played
several instruments very well: the harp, the organ, the lute 4 and

Henry VIII jousts before Catherine of Aragon (1511).

1. hawks : l % 3. avid : W BEM -

2. mock : B o 4. lute: WEE o
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Catherine of Aragon, by Michael Sittow.
Kunsthistorisches Museum, Vienna.




Great é?zyﬁf[ onarchs and their Cimes

the virginals.! He was a good singer and dancer and also
composed beautiful songs. We can still listen

to some of his compositions. ' \\‘(.]f«m(r.sﬁﬁmc

During this time the Renaissance developed in England. King
Henry was a patron ? of the arts. Writers, poets, painters and
musicians were all welcome at his court. The famous Dutch
scholar, Erasmus, was Henry’s friend.

The young King was very busy with banquets, dancing,
hunting and sports. He decorated his castles and palaces with
beautiful furniture and paintings. He wore expensive clothes and
jewellery, and was generous with his friends.

Henry did not have much time to govern his country. One of
his advisers ® began to govern England. His name was Thomas
Wolsey, a clever man of humble origins. + He was a cardinal 5 of
the Church.

Henry desperately ¢ wanted an heir to the Tudor throne. Early
in 1511 Catherine gave birth to a son. There were great
celebrations, but the little Prince died after two months. King
Henry was very disappointed.

1. virginals : 16-17 42 A SERLIRAS o _ 4. of humble origins : H} 5% -
2. patron : BH)A ° 5. cardinal : IXALEHK -
3. advisers : Ziff o 6. desperately : PR iy o
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UNDERSTANDING THE TEXT

0 Choose the correct answer.

a. Henry VIII became king in 1509
[ ]just after his fifteenth birthday
[ ]just before his eighteenth birthday
[ ] when his sister died

b. Henry’s first wife, Catherine of Aragon, was
[] King Ferdinand’s youngest sister
[ ] his brother’s best friend
[ ] his brother’s widow and King Ferdinand’s only child

c. Young Henry was robust and handsome,
[ ] but he did not like sports or hunting
[ ] but he was not tall
[ ] and he loved hunting and sports

d. He was a great scholar, an avid reader and
[ ] an excellent musician
[ ] a good painter
[ ] a courageous explorer

e. During Henry’s reign
[ ] there were wars between England and Spain
[ ] the Medieval Ages began
[] the Renaissance developed in England

f. Thomas Wolsey began to govern the country
[ ] when Henry’s brother died
[ ] because young Henry was busy with banquets, hunting
and sports
[ ] because young Henry became very ill

g. King Henry was very unhappy when
[] his two-month old son died
[ ] Cardinal Wolsey began to govern the country
[ ] Catherine of Aragon died

15



e The Past Simple.

Go back to Chapter One and underline in pencil the Past Simple
of the following verbs. Then write the Past Simple and the Past

Participle of each verb in the correct column.

o Infinitive
(FER)

Past Simple
(=R Eat)

Past Participle \
(I E51)

to become

to be

to die

to marry

to love

to look

to have

to speak

to study

to play

to develop

to begin

o

Now circle the regular verbs (#1/z7i{7) in the first column in
green and the irregular verbs in red.
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