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| Passage 1

My surprise over the past few winters has been the personality transformation my parents go
through around mid-December as they change from Dad and Mom into Grandpa and Grandma.
Yes, they become grandparents and are completely different from the people 1 know the other
eleven and a half months of the year.

The first sign of my parents’ change is the delight they take in visiting toy and children’s
clothing stores. These two people, who usually dislike anything having to do with shopping malls,
become crazy consumers. While they tell me to budget my money and shop wisely, they are
buying up every doll and dump truck in sight. And this is only the beginning of the holidays!

When my brother’s children arrive, Grandpa and Grandma come into full form. First they
throw out all ideas about a balanced diet for the grandkids. While we were raised in a house where
everyone had to take two bites of corn, beets (F3£) , or liver (foods that appeared quite often on
our table despite constant complaining), the grandchildren never have to eat anything that does not
appeal to them. Grandma carries chocolate in her pockets to bribe (Ji§#&) the littlest ones into
following her around the house, while Grandpa offers “surprises” of candy and cake to them all
day long. Boxes of chocolate-pie disappear while the whole-wheat bread gets hard and stale. The
kids love all the sweets, and when the sugar raises their energy levels, Grandma and Grandpa can
always decide to leave and do a bit more shopping or go to bed while my brother and sister-in-law
try to deal with their highly active kids.

Once the grandchildren have arrived, Grandma and Grandpa also seem to forget all of the
responsibility lectures I so often hear in my daily life. If Mickey screams at his sister during
dinner, he is “developing his own personality”; if Nancy breaks Grandma’s mirror, she is “just a
curious child”. But, if T track mud into the house while helping to unload groceries, I become
“careless”; if I scold one of the grandkids for tearing pages out of my textbook, I am “impatient”.
If Paula talks back to her mother, Grandma and Grandpa smile at her spirit. If I say one word
about all of this excessive love, Mom and Dad reappear to have a talk with me about petty
jealousies.

© BYHESHEILTR s
32 )L, R—HEBREE (surprise: amazement, astonishment, shock) FRBRXEHE

1
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PitIAME (personality: character, identity) #5%F (transformation: change, shift), iR K#
12 A4, M1 X BT (change: become) TR EBE. BHY, AR THACR, 511
AN B Z AT BRI 58 2R E (different: distinct) T .

BB R AR B —NIESR (sign: mark, token) BERALNIZEREFI (visit: sightsee) FrA
5 JLEBRYE (clothing: garment) & Cstore: shop) B FTRILHKKIE B (delight: joy, pleasure).
XA FE K (dislike: hate) {E471 5% (shop: buy, purchase) #i3% (mall: department store)
HRORAEIN, HLEHE K T RIEAY (crazy: frantic, mad) i 38& (consumer: buyer, shopper)-.
BARMAITIRRERE M (wisely: brightly, smartly) RHF (budget: arrange, organize, schedule)
B oI 58y, BEMATE SHET T AR (in sight: in view, in vision) FiE 58 (doll)
MEETAEFRE. HHEXER LB (holiday: vacation) AIFFIE (beginning: start) !

BILHHIBETH (arrive: reach) Tiit, FFMPPRESEWMEMR (come into full form:
energetic). B &, Mifi 12 #FF (throw out: get rid of, give up) B X 7 F 4 25 11394 (balance)
& (diet: food) A& (idea: concept, opinion, thought ). SR, ZE R I FE (raise: feed, foster,
rear) BARIRE, RITENMARBE RO TXK. FHRREET (RERIINE (constant:
continuous, regular) %% (complain: moan), {HRIXEEYLH HIN (appear: emerge, occur,
present) fEURE L), HE, XLENFAIHMNRANIE (eat: have, take) AFLEXT 1R W
5171 Cappeal: attraction, charm) B R 6 . J93 0 D45 B AEE T5 70 F7, A AR M 5] (bribe: attract)
BAKIINFIRE (follow: pursue) MR FH, Wi MR R EMBERES DT8R

(offer: bring, provide, supply) “HHE". —EBEHITTR /I THAENXT (disappear: eat up,

vanish), TiZiE WA HAERE (hard: crisp, firm, rigid). TR (stale) T. HFATERFTG E
SR (sweet: sugar), 3FH, 7EHER (sugar: sweet) 3858 (raise: enhance, reinforce, strengthen)
TETAIRIIES Cenergy: force, power) B, T MIMFEH T LLIRE (decide: choose,
determine) B, 2: L F L KR EER, 8RR LKRIRR, MR RAERE TSR SRE (deal
with: look after) f4i717T Chighly: very) ##9 (active: energetic, vigorous) & F.

—HINFAIRT , FEMGPGHELTE (seem: appear, look) I8 (forget: disremember)
T A RE X (daily: everyday) 4% U7 3| ) HR % (responsibility: duty, obligation) illi# (lecture:
discipline). W KATEMZIR (dinner: meal) I X fhIERERSEA (scream: cry, shout, yell),
R4 WA K R AE“ BE 9% (develop: grow) il B CHIANME”; IR A TR T T3 89488 F (mirror),
aERBA A R — A 3589 (curious) BT 7. (B, 7£ 3 & (unload: unburden ) 2 % (grocery)
i, IR BIER L (mud: clay, dirt) 853 (track: leave) BT, MSBAN “BiLKE (careless:
reckless)”; WIHRBF A HH K — N INTHF Ctear: rip) TRIFEAHKLTKTTNFE (scold: blame,
criticize, reproach) i, MABINN “I&EW M (impatient: anxious, intolerant)”. W R{EH 5
WIS IS TN (talk back), SFFMIPTIMEKE (smile) FREMAIBES (spirit: courage).
RBXTIXFHE (excessive: extreme, unreasonable) FH LA, RERXFHSERARE
BRI (jealousy: envy) Zlr.

More surprising, perhaps, than the current difficulties of traditional marriage is the fact that
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marriage itself is alive and thriving. As Skolnick notes, Americans are a marrying people: relative to
Europeans, more of us marry and we marry at a younger age. Moreover, after a decline in the early
1970s, the rate of marriage in the United States is now increasing. Even the divorce rate needs to be
taken in this pro-marriage context: some 80 percent of divorced individuals remarry. Thus, marriage
remains, by far, the preferred way of life for the vast majority of people in our society.

What has changed more than marriage is the nuclear family. Twenty-five years ago, the
typical American family consisted of a husband, a wife, and two or three children. Now, there are
many marriages in which couples have decided not to have any children. And there are many
marriages where at least some of the children are from the wife’s previous marriage, or the
husband’s, or both. Sometimes these children spend all of their time with one parent from the
former marriage; sometimes they are shared between the two former spouses (HLfE) .

Thus, one can find the very type of family arrangement. There are marriages without children;
marriages with children from only the present marriage; marriages with “full-time” children from
the present marriage and “part-time” children from former marriages. There are stepfathers,
stepmothers, half-brothers, and half-sisters. It is not all that unusual for a child to have four
parents and eight grandparents! These are enormous changes from the traditional nuclear family.
But even so, even in the midst of all this, there remains one constant: most Americans spend most
of their adult lives married.

O BXHEERRNLYE

HF, $£4ER) (traditional: conventional ) #&4# (marriage) 73 B #i HHBL T 2 # (difficulty:
trouble), {8 HiX 5 € A1R1F B9 (surprising: shocking) & {& 4 & R 7% 7% 1 Calive: energetic)
5B (thriving) FJIX—% L. EMERRBRITR (note: say, speak), ZE AR ERIEH
AEERRE: SEKUAMELL (relative), RATFRIRKZHALE, HEBHKERRD. TWE,
23t 20 4 70 ERPI—IK T (decline: drop) J&, EEMLBERELEZES LFH. 26
FIEEC AR (context: condition, situation) T, BI{fK#E4§ (divorce) EEMRE (take in:
consider) #f 2, MBS EIMKYL 80% BT IBHI AEFEFE. Kk, BBRTNIE, His
ERBBEIARY, SHBEIIREAMIEIZR (preferred: enjoyable) 4IEH K.

EE B E KR4 (nuclear) FKEE. 25 5EH), $BYAY (typical: representative) %
EFEHLR. EFMHENIR=EFEAK (consist of: compose of). T, HBEHGE
KALEANE NG EFEZEBEP, EOFEETEARETUNSEEN, EaRLR
WHEBER, BARNTUNEBEBEN. B, XEETHH K EEH DLT R E 8,
BR—RAET, FNRMELATE (former: previous) X BFERFAE .

Bk, AMITRAIRE|—FMEEHHKEELES (arrangement: rank) F. HRIEHEARE /)
B FHBERENELBER/NE, TF NSRS SN FMIRELEEN/NRE R,
o mEAM RSB ER DEE . XBERETHY (stepfather). ZEBRFIF R FHF.
BB R BT B, — N T 4 AN EE 8 MEAR AR B 4 AF (unusual: abnormal,
rare), XLERELMIZLFEMEAX (enormous: tremendous) 284k {HEMEMIL, G
XA Z B (midst: middle), [3RE —MNAEELTRLE (constant: lasting): KEZHEERREA
HIE S R S B Y .
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Passage 3

A person may have an idea about himself that will prevent him from doing good work. He
may have the idea that he is not capable of it. A child may think he is stupid because he does not
understand how to make the most of his mental faculties, or he may accept another person’s
mistaken estimate of his ability. Older people may be handicapped by the mistaken belief that they
are incapable of learning anything new because of their age.

A person who believes that he is incapable will not make a real effort, because he feels that it
would be useless. He won’t go at a job with the confidence necessary for success. He is therefore
likely to fail, and the failure will strengthen his belief in his incompetence.

Alfred Adler, a famous doctor, had an experience which illustrates thJs When he was a small
boy he got off to a poor start in arithmetic. His teacher got the idea that he had no ability in
arithmetic and told his parents what she thought in order that they would not expect too much of
him. In this way, they too developed the idea, “Isn’t it too bad that Alfred can’t do arithmetic?” He
accepted their mistaken estimate of his ability, felt that is was useless to try, and was very poor at
arithmetic, just as they expected.

One day Adler succeeded in solving a problem which none of the other students had been
able to solve. This gave him confidence. He rejected the idea that he couldn’t do arithmetic and
was determined to show them that he could. His new found confidence stimulated him to go at
arithmetic problems with a new spirit. He now worked with interest, determination, and purpose,
and he soon became extraordinarily good at arithmetic.

This experience made him realize that many people have more ability than they think they
have, and that lack of success is as often the result of lack of knowledge of how to apply one’s
ability, lack of confidence, and lack of determination as it is the result of lack of ability.

o BXS5FELLTR

—AAFTETHIIAIR (idea: knowledge, opinion) tHiF4:BAFF (prevent: stop) AT T
Y. MtBiFIAh B R EM{E (capable: competent, qualified). —/N/NEFTEERIAN H IR,
B A A AR R e A K PR B L R HEA S (mental) BE (faculties: ability); BREMMFIREERZ T
SIS E OB HEEIR (mistaken: false, wrong) 4t (estimate: evaluation). F#WAKIA
AE M (handicap: frustrate), BAb4EiR#IIAA (belief: idea, thought) HEMFER KT,
F# (incapable: unable) F%EH KM T -

— M AKHETTEBRHARTTEER N (effort: endeavor) ZMEE, B hMMIEB AWK RIES
f. TR, MRALHEL (confidence: faith) Hik T4, TfEOXRBRIIFTLER. Eik
Hb AT 8% (likely: possible) W (fail: defeat), Tj LML (failure) SUCRFANFR (strengthen: enhance)
fot B CEEHERZ (incompetence) MHI4EIRIAH.

FI/RIBEME - SHEY, —ZFLPEE, YHFRLH R (llustrate: demonstrate,



F—#5% RRCRK

exemplify) X—m. fl/NHENIFFIE (get off: start) BAR C(arithmetic: math) R, ffE
IHNAMBEEERE S, B BRBEE R TR, UEMMTAESBERE. X,
M=% (develop: create) T RFEHIFE L, “FI/RIBBERSLSEAR, XEBEREABRELN
HG? 7 MR T MO REN, RESHBEREH, HNERRSGMHEE, SRIEW
fs i 1FT# Cexpect: anticipate) . _

—R, BEHRIHMMBEN (solve: resolve, tackle) T —iH2FEE A\Ref? S, X2
ThbfE 0. ALMEARBARIE (reject: discard, get rid of) H B HE AREE S Ik (determine:
decide) MUAMAIE . MMEFIRBIKE0ME (stimulate: motivate, stir) A PUE bk 2
JEAR. AEMBEXE. #HIF{E1L (determination: confidence, faith). HFIEARA#E .,
AA, MBHIEABSHEY (extraordinarily: extremely, quite) F 7T .

XB&E B (experience) ffhiAiRE] (realize: know, learn): % ARIEEH LLMAIE 2N
ARER. A2 USZblaD (ack) BEAMATE EARMENFEH B KGN,
ZRLHRL, XLERTHRZRES.

" Passage 4

Children live in a world in which science has tremendous importance. During their lifetimes, it
will affect them more and more. In time, many of them will work at jobs that depend heavily on
science. As voters, they will have a voice in making many decisions that involve science—for example,
concerning energy sources, pollution control, highway safety, wilderness conservation, and population
growth. As taxpayers, they will pay for scientific research and exploration. And, as consumers, they
will be bombarded (5Z2F[3&Xd7) by advertising, much of which is said to be based on science.

Therefore, it is important that children, the citizens of the future, become functionally
acquainted with science—with the process and spirit of science, as well as with its facts and
principles. Fortunately, science has a natural appeal for youngsters. They can relate it to so many
things that they encounter—flashlights, tools, echoes, and rainbows.

Besides, science is an excellent medium for teaching far more than content. It can help pupils
learn to think logically, to organize and analyze ideas. It can provide practice in communication
skills and mathematics. In fact, there is no area of the curriculum to which science cannot
contribute, whether it is geography, history, language arts, music, or art!

Above all, good science teaching leads to what might be called a “scientific attitude”. Those
who possess it seek answers through observing, experimenting, and reasoning, rather than blindly
accepting the pronouncements of others. They weigh evidence carefully and reach conclusions
with caution. While respecting the opinions of others, they expect honesty, accuracy, and
objectivity and are on guard against hasty judgments and sweeping generalizations. All children
should be developing this approach to solving problems, but it cannot be expected to appear

automatically with the mere acquisition of information. Continual practice, through guided
participation, is needed.



