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SEVEN. PROBLEMS IN CHINESE COMPARATIVE
LITERATURE— ‘by Ji Xianlin:
(Abstract)

It is said that Chinese compamtwe Itterature is confronted with a crisis.  This statement, 1 tlu'nk,

is mcomplete and imprectse. :
" 'In Chinese comparative literature there exist several problems whwh need to be further defined and

should not be considered a crisis.

In this article, I should like' to discuss, in seven mpects, the existent problems in C/zmen
comparative literature. ‘ '

1. Does there exist a crisis or not?

2. The' scope’ of comparative literature. - »
2 Fmﬁo.i'e or function for the' Chinese scholars to sl“uajz compamtzve literature.
The problem of using new terms in the comparative’ literature' studies for Chinese scholars.,
What is world literature ? /
Instruction of Fapanese literature” to Chinese ‘comparative literature 'studies.

N O O W

On the comparison between' literatures of ‘minorities in one country.
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RECEPTION AESTHETICS' RENOVATION OF
INFLUENCE STUDIES — by Yue Daiyun
(Abstract)

As every artist lives.in a collosal artistic system, ' his works simultancously bécome a chain in 2.
That is to say, any artist is _faced with the problem of teceiving influenge and influencing others. - When
this kind of influenbe occurs ‘in. systems of diflerent cultures, it becomes an'important. branch of com-
parative literature studies.” Comparative literature rose in the studies of mutual influence among litera-
tures of European countries. 'For a long ‘time, influence studies Rave made great contribution to the
compilation of ‘the history of literature and to the study of writers.| " But unfortunately, this kind Qf
study ‘has found itself “being cramped daily, as it is more and ‘maore. inclined to seek the relations of rap~
ports de fait breaking away from literature itself and put undué stress on mechenical causality in litera-
1y inheritance. ~As Wellek, ‘critic of art and literature; poinis out, the desiré to confine “comparative -
literature” to the study of the foreign trade of twe literatires limil§ it to @\ concern with externals, with
second rate writers, with. translations, travelbooks; *fintermediaries’; in short, it ‘makes, “comparative
literature® a mere subdiscipline investigating data about ‘the foreign sources\and reputations of writers.
Therefore, comparative literature becomes no better than a dependent branch of studying the foreign origin
and reputation of writers. It is the rise of “‘recoption aesthetis and ‘‘reader-response theory” in Ger-
many in the 1960°s that has imbued inflience studies with @ new life. 1dn récent years, wide attention
has, once again, been drawn ito'influence studies especially in’ France land new achicvements' have been
made -in this field. ‘ 5 ¢
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