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There are different ways of skimming ;

1. If you’ re very short of time or reading, for example, a newspaper article, you might just
read the heading and the first sentence of each paragraph. This is often enough to give you a fair
idea of the content.

ii. For texts that you have to understand more fully, you might run your eyes along all the
lines of the text, trying to pick out the key words and ignore unknown words and “ grammar” words
(e.g. to, and, is, the) which do not contribute to the main idea.
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In order to answer a spe;:iﬁc questions or to locate a specific bit of information, the student
may want to scan an article in a newspaper or magazine, or a section of an encyclopedia or similar
source of reference. It may not be necessary to read the entire article to find the particular
information needed. Instead, the student will want to save time by scanning to locate that part of
the article that will be useful. In order to scan quickly and efficiently, the student must become
familiar with the arrangement of the material. Taking a few minutes to read the title and subheads,
to look at the illustrations, and to read the first and last paragraphs, the student will get a general
idea of the order of ideas and topics. Once familiar with the arrangement of thoughts in the
selection, the student will know better where to locate the information and can quickly turn to that
section of the material.

Keep Clue Words in Mind.

When the student has found the section likely to contain the information needed, he or she is
ready to begin scanning. Some clue words or phrases associated with the specific facts will aid in
the scanning. For example, when, the student is scanning the telephone directory, the clue word
would be the person’s last name. In the case of a newspaper sports page, the clue words for
locating the baseball scores would be baseball, run, the names of the teams, and the cities the
teams represent.

Clue words are also useful when scanning magazine articles and encyclopedias. To find out
the population of New York City, for example, one would locate the section of the encyclopedia
that discusses New York City. The clue words when scanning this section would be population
census, inhabitants and, of course, any numbers.
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Steps involved in Scanning:
We read differently depending on our goal for reading. Sometimes we only need to locate a
particular piece of information. For example, we might read the newspaper to discover the final
score of a sports event, or to find out when and where a lecture will be held. To scan is to read
quickly in order to locate specific information. The steps involved in scanning are the following ;
1) Decide exactly what information you are looking for, and think about the form it may take.
For example, if you want to know when something happened, you would look for a date. If you
want to find out who did something, you would look for a name.
2) Next, decide where you need to look to find the information you want. You probably would
not look for sports scores on the front page of the newspaper, nor look under the letter S for the
telephone number of Sam Potter.
3)Move your eyes as quickly as possible down the page until you find the information you
need. Read it carefully.
4) When you find what you need, do not read further.
The following scanning exercises will help you to improve scanning skills and to become more

flexible readers.
Practice 1

Answer questions 1—4 as quickly as possible using the text below. Use your watch to time
yourself. It should take you 1 minute.

1. How much of the human body is water?

2. How much water does the average person use for bathing?

3. How many people die per day from disease related to dirty water?

4. How many litres of water does it take to make one pair of leather shoes?

The human body is about 65 per cent water. If you stopped drinking water (or drinks and food
containing water) you would die within three or four days. But the water you drink must be

clean.

Each day an average person uses the following amounts of water;

Toilet flushing 35 litres
Cooking and drinking 30 litres
Bathing 30 litres
Using a shower 12-20 litres

The average daily total per person is 140 litres. The average family uses 480 litres of water a day.

Water can carry diseases. According to a recent report published by the United Nations, every
day throughout the world about 25,000 people die from diseases related to dirty water.

It takes 31, 600 litres of water to make one car and 4,124 litres to make one tonne of steel. It
takes 53 litres of water to make one pair of leather shoes and 9 litres of water to make every

comic that you read.

& 4
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Practice 2

Before you answer the following questions, decide what kind of answer, or which words from

the question, you are looking for. Then answer the questions. You have 2 minutes.

1. Give two examples of cities which have no sewerage.

2. Where is half of household income spent on water?

3. What must Lagos inhabitants do on “sanitation day”?
4. Where do more than 60% of the Third World People live?

5. In the 1970s,

how many people had no proper means of waste disposal?

[Ieanwhile, people in the Third World can
only Envy the levels of health risk faced by
those of us who can turn on a tap or flush a
toilet. Most cities in Africa and many in Asia
~— Dakar, Kinshasa and Chittagong, for
example, have no sewerage of any kind.
Streams, gullies and ditches are where most
human excrement and household waste end
up. People draw their drinking water from a
standpipe which only operates for a few hours
each day. Women still wash clothes and bathe
their children in a muddy stream. In Nairobi,
Jakarta, Bangkok and elsewhere, families are
forced to purchase water from a vendor, paying
ten times the rate charged to houses with mains
connections (in Khartoum it is 18 times more
expensive ). In some parts of Sudan, half of
household income is spent on water.

As city population rapidly expand, water and
sanitation services are put under pressures

Bimaginable to those who build them. But at

least fear of epidemic — repeating the terrible
ravages of cholera in nineteenth-century
Europe — encourages action in city halls.
Lagos, for example, used to be a watchword
for urban filth. Now there is a monthly
“sanitation day” on which moving around the
city is banned: everyone must pick up a
shovel and clean their neighborhood.

But until very recently, the sanitary environ-
ment inhabited by more than 60 percent of
Third World people — the countryside — was
left to take care of itself. The woman carrying
her container to the well washing her lauhdry
in the stream, leaving her toddlers to squat in
the compound, had never seen a pipelihe nor
a drain; no faucet graced her village square,
let alone her own backyard, At the end of
1970s, 1.2 billion people in he Third World
were without a safe supply of drinking water
and 1. 6 billion without any proper means of
waste disposal.

3) Brik

Bt (study reading ) ShRAT 403 , 0 30 A5 B TR 200 BHiR. BREELE

BEXR F R R AR,
L ERRCHEY

B LT,

S LR R 0 1 [ 8 R e,

A FIR BT R BHATA R AR . -
BB AR P AT R B 4 3 REFHLRE SCVFA 3% HLE 1R, L REAR 8 2 000 4
FIFRFA 60 MR IR, (B —R A4 %X 4 241 o HMA—BE L FMET k2

5 o



RS W ANBA K - Wik 200 B

FHL A KRR EEER, ANANZEAREEE, LR AR BEAY
MR Y 2 AR B, — RS T, RS AR AR R, B
F RN BRIk BAR AR 78, T LA S st 7 SRR (LR e [ 132 B BE , TG EL B L %o S B
WA B RTRR, BT AR o (R a8 AR B i sk Rl B F 3Ol BT SORI
AILAMEBI A TR R
Types of Context Clues
1) Definition ; The unknown word is defined within the sentence or paragraph.
Example ;
The explorers landed in an alien environment, a place both foreign and strange to their beloved
homeland.
2) Elaborating details ; Descriptive details that suggest the meaning of the unknown word.
Example .
The natives were hostile when the settlers approached their village. The lined up across the road
and drew their weapons. The settlers were afraid to go farther.
3) Elaborating examples : An anecdote or example before or after the word suggests the meaning.
Example ;
The birds’ appetite is voracious. In one day he ate enough worms to equal three times this body
weight.
4) Comparison ; A similar situation suggests the meaning of the unknown word.
Example
The smell of the flower was as compelling as a magnet’s pull on a paper clip.
5) Contrast: An opposite situation suggests the meaning of the unknown word.
Example -

In America, she is an eminent scientist, even though she is virtually unknown in England.
Practice

1)If we have to have a pet around the house, get one that is docile and easy to manage.

a. gentle b. short c. sick d. young

2) Eating lunch on the edge of a dangerous precipice is a precarious position for a summertime
picnic.
a. exciting ' b. lovely c. risky d. scenic

3)The dancer’ s movements were not rehearsed, but were a spontaneous response to the music.

a. planned b. simple c. unpremeditated d. smooth

4)Since there is always a first timé for everything, each of us is a novice at some point in our
lives.
a. fool b. master c. manager d. beginner

5)1 cannot even conjecture what interest rates will be by next year.
a. calculate b. guess c. admit d. wish

& 6
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Root: the stem or basic part of the word.

duc, duct, duce: conducive, aquaduct, introduction, abduct, educate, induction
(duc means to lead)

Prefix: a group of letters added to the beginning of a word.

Trans: across, over, beyond

Transcend, transcribe, transgress, transform, transcontinental, translucent
Suffix: a group of letters added to the end of a word.

Chemist, terrorist, humanist, evangelist, alarmist, accompanist

Multiple meanings of a word

Joyce showed industry and perseverance in doing her work.

If we pool our money, we can afford the sofa.
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Social Science and Humanities

Text 1

Family is, if anything, the link between generations, the focal point of social reproduction,
and cultural transmission. It’ s not just a “big tent” where everyone can enjoy the show. Both
marriage and family involve ongoing obligations and shared care, not just the pursuit of happiness,
that strange goal of the modern age.

It seems that love has got out of hand. The modern nuclear family is rooted in the rise of
effective individualism — the desire to live happily in a more equal partnership marriage, where
the nurture of children and investment of both parents in their lives are guaranteed by bonds of
friendship based on rational love.

There is an inherent instability in any marriage based on voluntary affection, but marriage as
such pins it down by defining kinship ties and the obligations of parents to children. What people
call the new Love Family, unfortunately, replaces permanence with the norm of unfettered choice.

We can now not only choose marriage partner, but also divorce that partner at will,
subordinate children to our own adult in pursuit of happiness, deny the other parent ongoing
contact with their offspring. We can even, if we want, define as our family people who are not
related to us either by blood, marriage or adoption — a set of friends who support one another.
Throw in the faithful dog if you like. Family is what we want it to be.

The trouble is that the problem of children and the wider problem of care are ignored. If
marriage exists only as an intimate relationship that can be terminated at will, and family exists
only by virtue of ronds of affection, both marriage and family are relegated to the marketplace of
trading places, with individuals maximizing their psychological capital by moving through a series

of more or less satisfying intimate relationship. Children, kin, the ties of mutual obligation and
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care are left behind.

Freewheeling adults may find this okay. But children can’t be described in marketplace
terms; they demand sacrifice and altruism, a long-term investment of parental time and money.

The whole point of marriage is that it imposes clear obligations, not just the right to pursue
your own happiness. And the main obligation is to provide both emotional and practical nurture for
children. The glow of burning passion may have faded, your love for your spouse nay not be as
exciting or satisfying as it once was, but going off in search of another love will not help your
children. The Love Family is either too amorphous for children — your friends have no obligation
to provide for them — or it’ s too unstable, with adults moving on if the relationship no longer
answers their search for perfect happiness.

What divorce does is to damage children. I am aware of the complex research surrounding the
effects of divorce on children and I acknowledge that some children are better off without a violent
father; an income boozed or gambled away, unhappy parents taking out their spleen on everyone
in the family.

But divorce severs the stability, security and continuity that children need; it results in
poverty for many women and children; it damages the voluntary link between father and children
and replaces it with one of the regulated, arranged parenthood ; it removes the father form co-
residence, the only sensible basis for a working parental relationship; it overloads the mother-child
bond and leaves her with a double burden; and it often disrupts the child’s schooling, friendships
and neighborhood contacts, those underpinnings of trust and social capital that every child must
have. It even weakens the child’ s links with grandparents and other kin, and few para-parents are
willing to take on real responsibility for the child’ s well-being.

Love is not enough, compared with the presence and support of both parents. Nor, I would
venture to suggest, is love enough to sustain an ongoing marital relationship. - The Love Family, in
the end, doesn’t have to care. And unfettered. freedom will become our chain, leaving us with no

recourse but lonely isolation. (668w)

1. The main idea of this passage is that
A. Love is not enough
B. Divorce damages children
C. Love is not enough to sustain an ongoing marital relationship
D. Love demands sacrifice and altruism
2. The point of marriage is
A. pursuing individual happiness
B. supporting each other
C. intimate relationship
D. forcing clear obligations to the couple
3. The word “freewheeling” in paragraph 6 means “

A. not caring about responsibility
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B. not caring about principles
C. not caring about formal behaviours:
D. not caring about money
4. According to the passage, the following are the functions of family, EXCEPT
A.link between generations
B. focal point of social reproduction
C. access to pursuing individual happiness
D. cultural transmission
5. The author’s attitude towards “Love Family” can best be described as
A. doubtful B. approving C. factual D. critical

Text 2

WASHINGTON — Defaults on home mortgage touched another all-time high at the end of the
last year as foreclosures surged on adjustable-rate mortgage, an industry group reported Thursday.

The latest data is expected to put further pressure on policy makers and the mortgage industry
to move faster to contain losses and help more homeowners. In recent days, regulators and
lawmakers have begun suggesting that the federal government might need to take a more
interventionist role in the mortgage business.

The Mortgage Bankers Association reported Thursday that the number of loans past due or in
foreclosure jumped to 7.9 percent, from 7.3 percent at the end of September and 6. 1 percent in
December 2006. Before the third quarter, the rate had never risen past 7 percent since the survey
began in 1979.

The report helped drive down the stock and credit markets on Thursday. The Standard $
Poor’ s 500 stock index fell 1. 2 percent and the Dow Jones industrial average fell about 130 points,
or 1.1 percent.

Much of the increase in delinquencies and foreclosures came from a handful of states,
particularly California and Florida. Those two states account for about 21 percent of all mortgages
but had 30 percent of the new foreclosures started in the quarter. Nevada, Arizona, Michigan and
Ohio also had high default rates.

Defaults were highest on adjustable-rate mortgages, those that start with lower fixed interest
rates at first but reset to higher, variable rates after a few years. While many of the loans made to
people with blemished, or subprime, credit were past due or in foreclosure, the number of prime
adjustable-rate loans also rose rapidly to 8. 1 percent from 4.3 percent in December 2006.

Douglas Duncan, the chief economist for the Mortgage Bankers, said the rates would probably
rise further for much of this year as house prices fall further and banks and investors remain
unwilling to lend and buy mortgage securities.

“We don’t expect to see the peak in delinquencies and foreclosure until mid-to late 2008 ,”

he said in a conference call.
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