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GENERAL PREFACE

There are numerous historic and cultural cities and towns on the vast territory of this Divine Land; they are the cultural
crystallization of the long history of the Chinese Nation. Since 1982 the State has nominated 101 historic and cultural cities in
successive 4 groups, and in 2003 it again nominated 12 historic cultural villages for the first time; now a great number of villages
are enthusiastically applying for the nomination, which explains that the State has raise the protection of historic villages to a new
high, and also reflects that people have got a common view on protecting heritages. Just as famous cities, famous historic villages
are also provided with relatively high cultural, scientific and artistic value, and carry the excellent tradition of varied regions and
nationalities. Quite a few famous villages have fortunately preserved much more cultural remains with distinctive special features,
which are indeed precious. Our country has a vast territory and a great many cities and villages, and the protection and rational
development of historic and cultural villages are well under way without signs of decline. The aim of our editing and publishing
of this Series Picture Albums of China's Famous Historic and Cultural Villages is that we would like, through introducing the
historical and cultural essence of these famous villages and protecting the efforts made for carrying forward traditional culture, to

intensify the strength of the billows and waves in protecting the famous villages.

Ruan Yisan
Member of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Head of National Research Centre of Historical Cities
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Famous Town of Fotang

Reputed by people as a “millennia ancient town, refreshing
breeze commercial port and Holy Land of Buddhis-
m” ,Fotang is located in the axle-center position in central
Zhejiang Province by the Yiwu River, having been one of the
four major famous towns in central Zhejiang Province since
ancient times.

It is said that in the Liang Dynasty of the Southern Dynasties
Period (502-557), while roaming about Shuanglin (Twin
Woods) when the river was in flood just at that moment,
Dharma the prominent monk from India threw his inverted-
bell in the river to turn to a ferryboat to rescue the stranded
people; and later generations, grateful for his favor, built
the “Dugqing (Ferry Inverted-bell) Temple” on the collected
donations in the place where he threw his inverted-bell; and
because there is a couplet written on scrolls and hung on the
pillars of the hall that reads “ Buddhist glory in colors is
handed down for generations, hall candles emit shine to light
all the directions” as well as a line that reads “Buddhist hall
prospers the market for ages” , hence the place here is
named “ Fotang (Buddhist Hall)” .Since 1500 Fotang has
become one of the influential Buddhist holy lands south of
the Yangtze River, with only famous temples here alone
amounting to seven; among which the “ Shuanglin (Twin
Woods) Temple” was built in the Liang Dynasty of the
Southern Dynasties Period and became flourishing in the
Tang and Song dynasties, and was listed as one of the five
holy mountains and ten prominent Buddhist monasteries of
the Song Dynasty.

In late Ming and early Qing dynasties, relying on the
Yiwujiang River convenient transport and central Zhejiang
Province geographical advantages, Fotang opened
navigation and trade relation with nearby Jinhua and Lanxi
and as far as with Anhui Province and Hangzhou, and thus
attracted groups of merchants from Anhui and Shaoxing, to
cause its industrial and commercial business to become
extremely developed, and to breed its local culture of a
refreshing breeze commercial port and with unique
characteristic features. There are ancient streets and narrow
lanes, age-old ferries and wharfs integrally preserved to date,
as well as group after group of folk houses decorated with
brick carvings and stone sculptures along with a superb
collection of exquisite “ corbels” , to embody the most
incisive special feature of the “ rchitecture, painting and
carving” integrated in one combination; and they, echoing
each other with the archways, family ancestral temples,
religious temples, wharfs and floating bridges, offer all the

elements completely and adequately to embody the simple
and in-depth style of an ancient town from the Ming and
Qing dynasties, being good enough to serve as a magnificent
and rare matchless model south of Yangtze River.

This wonderful land of Fotang fostered generation after
generation of able and virtuous persons who were written in
history books incessantly. Among them are Fu Xi, the
founder of Mahayana Buddhism and the outstanding
representative of “ three religions integrated in one
combination” edict-created by Emperor Wudi of the Liang
Dynasty “ Buddhist Master Fu” Xu Qiao the well-known
statesman of the Southern Song Dynasty; Chen Dacheng the
famous anti-Japanese-pirate general and so on.

The traditional culture of Fotang has all the more its unique
characteristic feature. Meeting dragon lantern, ingenious
parading stages, lions snatching a ball, playing on the merry-
go-round, ensemble of gongs and drums, lantern of a
hundred sons, offering sacrifice of pig and sheep, etc.They
may said to be rich and colorful.

Fotang has got its name thanks to predestined Buddhist
cause and become prosperous thanks to its culture and
trading. So the streets-lanes and folk houses; river bridges
and boat wharfs; religious temples, mansions, halls and
family ancestral temples; and folkways and custom styles all
have their content and infiltration of styles remaining from
ancient times, being a cultural ancient town as well as a
trading and businessmen's ancient town with extremely rich
characteristic features. Attaching much importance to this,
the City of Yiwu has inject enormous funds to carry out the
protective renovation, and an integral, stereoscopic and
colorful “picture of a refreshing breeze trading port” will
soon display in front of world people, and will attract guests
and friends from all directions to come to pay a sightseeing.
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Remaining Charm of Ancient Style
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Abird's eye view of the old street

Most of the old streets of the ancient town are arranged in the north-south direction,
and are popularly called longitudinal streets, being divided into the upper streets,
middle streets and lower streets; while the rivers stretch towards the southwest with
the streets going up fowards northeast, implying the meaning of bringing in wealth
and treasure and irigation manure water not flowing to others' fields. The six
latitudinal streets of Shanghui(Chamber of Commerce)Street, Jinzhai (Mansion of
Jins) Lane, Yanbutou (Salt Wharf Bund), Fugiaotou (Floating Bridge Bund), etc.
intersect with the longitudinal streets. Having been flourishing in commercial
business, Fotang enjoys the reputation of Age-old Trading Port, so all the streets are
lined with commercial shops, and wooden panel doors and low counters can be
seen everywhere, featuring shop below and dwelling above or shop in front while
worksite in rear. The exquisite “ chair backs
for beauties” compete with the corbels for
beauty of looks, whereas the time-honored
shops such as Ruixiangtai, Shouchuntang
and so on. still emit the business savor of the
Ming and Qing dynasties that is still people-
moving for its strong flavor. While inside the
doors and courtyards in the depth of lanes
and alleys, there is still @ manner and air of
unsophisticated folkways of calmness and
tranquility.
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