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The Role of the American
Criminal Defense Lawyer

In Pre — Trail Proceedings
A Prosecutor’s Perspective

Ira Belkin®

Introduction —— The Adversarial System

The American criminal justice system is an adversarial one. A
fundamental principle of an adversarial system is that justice is best
achieved when each of the opposing sides has a full and fair opportunity
to present its case to a neutral decision maker who can then make a
well — informed decision.

The prosecution and defense have different roles in the ecriminal

* Ira Belkin is a federal prosecutor and the Resident Legal Advisor for the U.
S. Embassy in Beijing, China. The views expressed here are his personal views and
do not necessarily represent the views of the U. S. Department of Justice or the U.
S. government.



