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Montreal is a very large city. Like all large
cities, it has small streets. Streets, for exam-
ple, like Prince Edward Street -- only four
blocks long. No one knew Prince Edward Street
as well as Pierre Dupin. He had delivered milk
to the families on the street for thirty years.

For the past fifteen years a large white horse
pulled his milk wagon. In Montreal, especially
in the French part of the city, animals and chil-
dren are often given the names of saints.
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By Quentin Reynolds

Pierre’ s horse had no name when it first came
to the milk company. Pierre was told he could
use the horse. He moved his hand gently and
lovingly across the horse’ s neck and sides.
He looked into the animal’ s eyes. “This is a
gentle horse, ” Pierre said. “ I can see a beauti-
ful spirit shining out of its eyes. I will name
him after Saint Joseph, who also was a gentle
and beautiful spirit. ”

After about a year, the horse Joseph got®
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to know every house that received milk, and ev-
ery house that did not.

Every morning at five, Pierre arrived at the
milk company’ s stables to find his wagon al-
ready filled with bottles of milk and Joseph
waiting for him, Pierre would call, “Bonjour,
my old friend. ”, as he climbed into his seat,
while Joseph turned his head toward the driver.

Pierre would talk about Joseph. “I never
touch the reins. He knows just where to stop.
Why, a blind man could deliver my milk with
Joseph pulling the wagon. ”

So it went on for years -- always the same.
Pierre and Joseph slowly grew old together.
Pierre’ s huge walrus mustache was white now
and Joseph didn’t lift his knees so high or raise
his head quite so much. Jacques, the bossman
of the stables, never noticed that they both were
getting old until Pierre appeared one morning
carrying a heavy walking stick.

“Hey, Pierre,” Jacques laughed. “Maybe
you got the gout, hey?”

“Mais oui, Jacques, ” Pierre said. “One
grows old. One’s legs get tired. ”

“You should teach that horse to carry the
milk to the front door for you,” Jacques told
him. “He does everything else. ”
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The horse knew every one of the forty fami-
lies that got milk on Prince Edward Street. The
cooks knew that Pierre could not read or write;
so, instead of leaving orders in an empty milk
bottle, they simply sang out if they needed an
extra bottle. “Bring an extra bottle this morning,
Pierre, "they often sang when they heard Pieer’s
wagon rumble over the street. ‘

“So you have visitors for dinner tonight, ”
Pierre would happily answer.

Pierre also had a wonderful memory. When
he arrived at the stable he always remembered to
tell Jacques. “The Pacquins took an extra bottle
this morning; the Lemoines bought a pint of
cream. . . ”

Most of the drivers had to make out the
weekly bills and collect the money. But
Jacques, liking Pierre, never asked him to do
this. All Pierre had to do was arrive at five in
the morning, walk to his wagon, which always
was in the same place, and deliver his milk. He
returned about two hours later, got down from
his seat, called a cheery “Auvoir” to Jacques,
then walked slowly down the street.

One day the president of the milk company
came to inspect the early morning milk deliver-
ies. Jacques pointed to Pierre and said: »
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“Watch how he talks to that horse. See how the
horse listens and how he turns his head toward
Pierre? See the look in that horse’ s eyes? You
know, I think those two share a secret. I have
often felt it. It is as though they both sometimes
laugh at us as they go off. Pierre is a good
man. Monsieur President, but he is getting old.
Maybe he ought to be given a rest, and a small
pension. ”

“But of course,” the president laughed. “I
knew Pierre’ s work. He has been on this job
now for thirty years, all who know him love
him. Tell him it is time he rested. He will get
his pay every week as before. ~

But Pierre refused to leave his job. He said
his life would be nothing if he could not drive
Joseph every day. “We are two old men,” he
said to Jacques. “Let us wear out together.
When Joseph is ready to leave, then I too will
do so.”

There was something about Pierre and his
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horse that made a man smile tenderly. Each
seemed to get some hidden strength from the
other. As Pierre sat in his seat, with Joseph
tied to the wagon, neither seemed old. But
when they finished their work -- then Pierre
walked lamely down the street, seeming very old
indeed, and the horse’ s head dropped and he
walked slowly to his stall.

Then one cold morning, Jacques had terri-
ble news for Pierre. It was still dark. The air
was like ice. Snow had fallen during the night.

Jacques said, “Pierre, your horse, Joseph,
didn’ t wake up. He was very old, Pierre. He
was twenty-five and that is like being seventy-
five for a man.”

“Yes, ” Pierre said slowly. “Yes. I am sev-
enty-five. And I cannot see Joseph again. ”

“Of course you can”, Jacques said softly.
“He is over in his stall, looking very peaceful.
Go over and see him.”

Pierre took one step forward, and then b
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turned. “No... mno... you.., you don’t under-

stand, Jacques.”

Jacques patted him on the shoulder. “We’ 1l
find another horse just as good as Joseph. Why,
in a month you’ 1l teach him to know all the
homes as well as Joseph did. We’ll ....”

The look in Pierre’ s eyes stopped him. For
years Pierre had worn ‘a large heavy cap that
came down low over his eyes. It kept out the bit-
ter cold wind. Now, Jacques looked into Pierre’s
eyes and he saw something that shocked him. He
saw a dead, lifeless look in them.

“Take the day off, Pierre,” Jacques said.
But Pierre was gone limping down the street.
Pierre walked to the corner and stepped into the
street. There was a warning shout from the driver
of a big truck. .. there was the screech of rubber
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tires as the truck tried to stop. But Pierre
heard nothing.

Five minutes later a doctor said, “He’ s
dead. . . killed instantly. ”

“I couldn’t help it,” the truck driver said.
“He walked in front of my truck. He never saw
it, I guess. Why, he walked as though he
were blind. ”

The doctor bent down. “Blind? Of course
the man was blind. See those growths? This
man has been blind for five years.” He turned
to Jacques, “You say he worked for you?Didn’t
you know he was blind?”

“No... no...” Jacques said softly. “None
of us knew. Only one... only one knew -- a
friend of his, named Joseph... It was a se-
cret, I think, just between those two. ”
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Our dinner-table discussion one evening focused on
homework assignments,

specifically our ten-year-old’s
lesson on acronyms. I asked him if he knew what “CEQ”
stood for. He didn’ t, so I explained that it meant “chief
executive officer. ”

“That definitely must be what Dad is, ” our son com-
mented. My husband was beaming with pride but felt the
need to be truthful.
cer,” he said.

“ . .
No, I’m not a chief executive offi-

Our son replied,
. ”
executive officer.

“Oh, I thought Mom said : cheap’
--Contrbuted by Kathleen Reilly
(£F3& % B Reader’ s Digest)




It’s an age -- old dispute: Men are from Mars.
Women are from Venus. Males and females show differ-
ent behaviors almost from birth. Researchers say these be-
haviors are due to basic differences in brain structure and
activity. Studies show men are better at hitting targets and
solving math problems while women are better at memo-
rizing words and recognizing faces. Why the difference?

A test of the brain’s electrical activity (EEG) shows
that women commonly use both sides of their brain while
men rely more on one. Scientists already know that the
two sides of the brain control different functions -- one
controlling the sense of space, for example, the other
controlling language. Some researchers believe that the
different ways men and women use their brains €volved
from ancient times, when cave men hunted and women
cared for the children. Men had to have good aim. Wom-
en had to talk to the kids.

Whatever the explanation, the battle of the sexes
continues. And although their brains are constructed
slightly differently, men and women may be equally capa-
ble. They may simply rely on different abilities. Take a
couple arguing over the location of their car in a parking
lot. The man might use his sense of space to find it,
while the woman relies on her recognition of landmarks.
They both find the car. But chances are, they’ 11 still ar-
gue about who’ s the better driver and who’ s better at
finding the way home.
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Some of the world’ s most successful en-
trepreneurs cut their business teeth in the play-
ground. Bernie Ecclestone sold Chelsea buns to
his classmates, and Sir Richard Branson pro-
duced a student magazine.

Michael Dell, 35, is no exception. At 12
he made $2, 000 ( £1, 255) selling his stamp
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Billionaire Dell

Made Good

By Rupert Steiner

collection and by 14 he had devised a market-
ing scheme to sell newspapers.

This earned him £11, 200 -- more money
than some of his teachers were on = and led to
the creation of Dell Computer Corporation, the
industry’ s fastest-growing company.

He is now the ninth-richest man in the
world, with a personal fortune of £12. 5 billion
from seed capital of just £627 in 1984.

Within 16 years, sales have grown from
£3.76m to £25.3 billion. The company has
opened offices in 34 countries and employs
36, 500 people.

Dell first dabbled in electronics at 15 when
he was given a calculator by his father to help
him in the after-school maths club he attended.

He says: “I was fascinated that this little de-
vice could do my maths homework, and it
sparked an early interest in electronics. I loved
taking things apart and putting things back to-
gether again, although I could not always get
them working. p
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“I quickly became interested in personal
computers when I was given an Apple I, and
set up computer bulletin boards to swap ideas
with other enthusiasts. I wanted to own every
gadget possible. :

Dell attended a computer convention in
Austin, Texas, and was astonished at the huge
mark-ups. He found that he could buy a disk
drive for £500, which would sell in the shops
for £1, 882.

This discovery set him thinking, as a cus- |

tomer, about finding a way to bypass the retailer.

At the same time, he was advising friends
and family on what equipment to purchase. He
would buy chips and other pieces of hardware to
customise their systems after reading up about
the computer.

He says: “Instead of souping up cars, I was
souping up computers. technology
changed so quickly I customised each one. 5

Dell began a pre-med degree at the Univer-
sity of Texas in 1983. This allowed him to
spend more time playing with computers away
from the eyes of his disapproving parents.

“College gave me the freedom to do what I
wanted,” he said. “But it only lasted until
Thanksgiving. My parents figured out that I was
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Because

more interested in computers than school and
made me stop.
I had to
make a decision on my future and I realised that
it revolved around computers.

“I decided to go it alone and left college to
set up in business full time. I started with a
simple question: how can we make the process of
selling a computer better? The answer was: sell
computers directly to the end customer. Elimi-
nate the reseller’ s mark-up and pass those sav-
ings on to the customer. 4

This Dell did at a frightening pace. An ex-
pert helped him to build prototype computers
while Dell concentrated on finding cheap com-
ponents.

“ . .
This forced me into a corner.

In the company’ s first nine months it
notched up sales of £3.76m, and then £20.7m
within two years. Dell says the trick was to in-
troduce better technology at cheaper prices.

The business grew by 80% in the first five
years and was floated in 1988.

Dell says you cannot learn how to be an en-
trepreneur: It comes from somewhere deep in-
side. I have always looked at problems in a dif-
ferent way and realised what I am good at and
surrounded myself with a successful team. A
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Britain s Leading Universitics

Exa[uc[s é%ue[smfa
From Door Backgrounds

The chances of work-
ing-class children from poor
areas winning a place at one
of Britain’ s leading universi-
ties are less than one in 100,
according to a study pub-
lished today that questions
the effectiveness of moves to
open up top courses.

An analysis of statistics
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collected by government ad-
visers shows the most suc-
cessful universities to be far
more socially exclusive than
previously supposed. While
students from poor back-
grounds are conspicuous by
their absence, almost a quar-
ter of sixth-formers at inde-
pendent schools win places.
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By John O’ Leary

Previous studies have fo-
cused on Oxford and Cam-
bridge universities, where so-
cial imbalance remains most
marked. But new research by
the Sutton Trust, which is
spending millions of pounds
on initiatives to extend edu-
cational  opportunities  for
children from poor homes, »
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shows that the pattern ex-
tends to other leading uni-
versities.

The trust has analysed
admissions figures for the
with the
best record in last year’ s
league tables. Peter Lam-
pl, the trust’ s founder,
describes the findings as

13 universities

evidence of a “scandalous
waste of talent” .

The research shows that
the probability of winning a
place at one of the 13 uni-
versities is approximately
25 times greater for those

from a private school than
those who come from a lower
social class or live in a poor
area. The imbalance is twice
as great as goverment advis-
ers expected after adjusting
the figures to take account of
the subjects offered at each
university.

The higher education
funding councils, which pub-
lished the statistics, have of-
fered financial incentives to
universities to widen their in-
take. But much of the money
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has gone to former polytech-
nics, which take most of stu-
dents from poor back-
grounds.

Several leading universi-

including Oxford and
Cambridge,

ties,
have launched
initiatives to encourage more
applications from the state
schools. They have had only
limited success: half of the
intake at Oxford and Cam-
bridge are from indepen-
dent schools and only 8 per
cent come from the three
lowest socio-economic class-
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es, which account for 50 per
cent of the population.

Mr Lampl acknowledges
that the universities are try-
ing to widen their intake, but
he says: Despite these ef-
forts and good intentions, the
situation is if anything getting
worse rather than better.”
The
should follow the example of

leading  universities
their American counterparts
in seeking out bright students
from poor backgrounds.
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How do you drink sensibly? Mostly by not allowing yourself
to get intoxicated. To do that, you need to be aware of what
alcohol is, what it does to you, and how to control its effects.
Here are a few pointers:

1. Restrict your drinking, even on special occasions. Don’ t
overdo it just because it’ s your best friend’ s wedding. A few
extra drinks can put you out of commission and make you a
danger or a nuisance to those around you.

2. Avoid drinking daily or regularly. If your drinking gets
that steady, you’ re likely to develop a habit that can lead to
dependence.

3. Know your limit and make sure you don’ t exceed it. Keep
track of those drinks. If you aren’t sure how much alcohol you
can handle without losing control, test yourself at home with
someone else observing. Then stay within that limit at parties.

4. Avoid mixed drinks that use two kinds of liquor, such as
martinis and Manhattans. They are stronger and will get you
drunk faster. Choose a drink that is mixed with a nonalcoholic

beverage such as orange juice or club soda.p
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