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ABSTRACT

This book includes five chapters, eighteen sections.
It makes a systematic research on the activity of She in ru-
ral areas in the Tang Dynasty and Wu Dai.

The social organization of rural areas in the Tang Dy-
nasty and Wu Dai consisted of four systems: the Lin-Bao
system, the village system, the clan system and She. The
Lin-Bao system and the village system were official organi-
zations and played a leading role in the domination of the
dynasty, while the clan system and She belonged to non-
governmental communities and were the fundamental force
of maintaining public order and organizing social activi-
ties, which were indispensable as well. For a long time,
the historical study has been focused on the official organi-
zations of rural areas and neglected the study of clans and
She. This paper tries to make up the defect.

The first chapter is “the thriving of She in the Tang
Dynasty and Wu Dai”.

Sacrificing to the god of land originated from the wor-

ship of land in the end of primitive society. It lasted for
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thousands of years and formed two regular festivals in its development.
Chunshe and Qiushe. At the same time, the festivities and economic mu-
tual aid constituted the parts of it. In the Tang Dynasty and Wu Dai, it
became a grand festival throughout the nation, especially for common
people, which resulted in the appearance of a large number of non-
govermmental communities that were called She.

With the changes and developments of rural areas, She developed
continuously and was in full flourish in the Tang Dynasty and Wu Dai,
which was showed in three aspects: first, the increasing in quantity. She
existed in almost every village so that the imperial edict of the Tang Dy-
nasty that placed restrictions and prohibition on it acknowledged the fact;
second, more and more people took part in She. Not only common peo-
ple in rural areas but also monks, officers, officials joined in, which pro-
vided She with more extensive social foundation; third, there were dif-
ferent kinds of She at that time, including Mashe, Niushe, Qushe and
the like was named after its activity, Xiongdishe, Nvrenshe and the like
was named after its component of personnel. In general, the neighbour-
hood was a basic unit on the basis of which the majority of She was or-
ganized.

Three social factors led to the thriving of She. First, because of un-
fair distribution of land, heavy taxes and exploitation of usurers, the eco-
nomic capability of people was so weak that people could not support
themselves at ordinary times. They had to seek mutual aid. Second, un-
der the turbulent circumstance and political corruption since the mid-term
of the Tang Dynasty, people in rural areas lived a hard life, especially
when meeting with natural and man-made calamities. People had no
choice but to organize for mutual aid. Third, in the Sui Dynasty and the

early time of the Tang Dynasty, the government carried out a relief poli-
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cy, the system of Yicang. But it was a mere formality after the mid-term
of the Tang Dynasty when Yicang came into the category of taxes. Yiju
just could make the relief function well under the circumstance that
people’s basic necessities of life were not guaranteed. That is an impor-
tant reason for the thriving of She.

The second chapter is “the organization of She” .

She possessed the coniractual characteristics in the Tang Dynasty
and Wu Dai. Shetiao played an important role in the organization of She.
Once Shetiao was worked out, everyone should affix his name to it, then
it was sealed and conserved. Only when great events happened could it
be opened. Supplementary terms were made if there was something to be
added or amended. Shetiao also could be renewed when an unforeseen
event took place or the number of new members increased. Everyone
must comply with Shetiao, otherwise he would deserve punishment.

She had tri-official, namely Shezhang, Sheguan, Lushi, who as-
sumed positions of leadership and were chosen by the public. Lushi, as a
permanent position, was in charge of daily business. Xilu, Yuhou and
Yuezhi hold subordinate positions to assist in the settlement of affairs.

Shetiao claimed that all members enjoyed equal status and had fra-
ternal affection for each other, but it did not tally with the fact. Everyone
should comply with Shetiao and was not allowed to make irresponsible re-
marks on the affairs. Most importantly, once being a member, he could
not casually withdraw from it. Otherwise, not only did he has to hand in
the application, but also he accepted relevant economic punishments.
Anybody could not go out without tri-official’s approvement, and moreo-
ver, other people had to fulfill the obligation for him when he was out.

The third chapter is “the way of activity of She”.

The members of She were informed by Zhuantie to participate in ac-
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tivities. The content, the time, the spot, the mount of paying and pun-
ishment measures about the activity were detailed in it. The names of
those who would be informed were also listed on it. Everyone should sign
his signature under his name when he received it. Zhuantie was passed
door-to-door. Finally, it was handed back to the tri-official as a proof of
punishment.

In the Tang Dynasty and Wu Dai, the activities of She displayed two
essential features: public nature and collective nature. All the members
could enjoy relatively full democracy; they were also demanded to fulfil
their duties strictly.

The expenditure on activities stemmed from temporary paying and
public accumulation. Shetiao stipulated the required amount of the arti-
cles for activities, including cloth, silk, oil and rice. Yiju was the accu-
mulation of lump-sum paying which was paid when people joined in, the
surplus of temporary paying and the income from the punishment of per-
sonal property. As public belongings, Yiju was an important material ba-
sis of She. It was used for helping the needy, practicing usury and other
daily activities.

The expenditure on activities was under a strict management. There
are a lot of unearthed documents that recorded the income and expenses
of She.

The fourth chapter is “the function of She” .

To be brief, She had six functions: the function of sacrificing to the
god of land; the function of mutual aid in funeral; religious function;
the function of people’s mutual solicitude regardless of close or distant re-
lationship ; the function of economic cooperation; management function.

As mentioned above, the function of sacrificing to the god of land

was indispensable for She of every sort. As for other five functions, She
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