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Abstract

Annual Report on Development in the Middle East and Africa is an annual report jointly
compiled by research stuff’ from the Institute of West-Asian and African Studies of the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and from other institutions concerned. The chief
editor is Professor Yang Guang, president of the Chinese Association for Middle East
Studies and executive vice-president of the Chinese Society for African Studies. Since its
first publication in 1997, 11 editions have come out. The report is divided into 3 parts,
namely special report, regional situation and documentation, comprehensively reviewing
the hot spot issues, regional situation and the latest development of Middle East and
African Studies in China in 2007 —2008.

The special report entitled Iranian nuclear issues from different perspectives,
systematically explores the causes and evolution of the Iranian nuclear issues and gives
analysis and outlook from difterent angles including external factors such as the games of
the big powers, the roles of the international organizations, the positions of the regional
powers, the influence of the international oil prices, the impact of the Iraqi issues and
religious relations in the region, and domestic factors such as Iranian defense capability,
energy policy, political stability and economic situation. It gives also a presentation
about evolution of China-Iran relations. This report evaluates the complexity of the
problem, enumerates a number of factors affecting Iranian nuclear issues and provides the
basic framework and a variety of views for further observation and studies of the Iranian
nuclear issue.

In 2007 —2008, the Middle East political situation is still turbulent and full of
crises but is not out of control. Higher oil prices and economic adjustments have
enabled this region to maintain economic growth. Africa has witnessed an overall
political stability and security. Thanks to factors such as increased oil revenues,
improved economic management efficiency, reduction and exemption of external debts
and higher foreign assistance, the economic growth has been maintained. In the
international relations, the African countries tend to be more active in seeking equality

and mutual benefits. The upward trend has been maintained for foreign trade,



contracted construction works, foreign direct investment, and foreign assistance in the
Middle East and Africa. Chinese enterprises have achieved new performance in the
Middle East and African markets.

In China, Middle East and African studies have reaped rich fruits in both theoretical
and applied fields. This report gives a brief presentation on important research findings

and major viewpoints.
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Special Reports

The causes and evolution of the Iranian nuclear issue
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Regional Situation

Political turbulence in the Middle East
Confusion and order of the Middle East international relations
Steady growth of Middle East economy
African countries looking for self-reliance and equality
Smooth progress of African political development
Constant growth of African economy
The bilateral trade between China and the Middle East
and Africa in 2007
Construction markets in West Asia and Africa
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Assistance from international society to Africa
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